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Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent

to us via email, post or via the members section

page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

This month sees the return of some
charter trains as well as the re-
opening of preserved lines, it’s a start
on the way back to near normal, but
| fear that there is still a long way to
g0. ‘The Staycation Express’ and ‘The
Fellsman’ have produced a bumper
bundle of photos from the S&C,
helped of course with some excellent
weather recently.

Another sign possibly that things are
getting better is the announcement
that open access operator Hull Trains
plans to restart its East Yorkshire to
London inter-city services during
August. As a non-franchised operator
Hull Trains has to survive on a purely
commercial basis. It did not qualify
for the emergency support which the
DepartmentofTransporthasprovided
for franchised operators during
the pandemic, and so suspended
operations from March 29th to
‘safeguard the future of the business’
inthe‘unprecedentedcircumstances’
which had seen passenger numbers
collapse. Services between Beverley,
Hulland London King’s Cross are now
expected to restart in August, with a
limited timetable of two trains each
way Monday to Saturday and three
services each way on Sundays. Grand
Central have already recommenced
their services along the ease coast
mainline.

ssue
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Howeverthegovernmentispreparing
for a further 18 months of financial
supportforpassengertrain operators
oncetheexistingEmergencyMeasures
Agreements expire on September
20th. The extension will continue the
emergency public support to two
years from the introduction of the
EMAs in March. Insiders had been
indicating that a return to ‘normality’
following the coronavirus pandemic
was likely to take at least this long
and possibly longer.

Also in the news this month, Stobart
Group Ltd has sold its Stobart Rail &
Civils plant hire and civil engineering
business to Bavaria Industries
Group, a Munchen-based family
holding company that acquires
majority interests in companies
where it believes there is potential
for improvement. This sale however
does not affect the Stobart Rail
Freight business. A total of 188
employees transferred as part of the
transaction, along with the specialist
plant and equipment. Bavaria has
paid £1000 in cash, and an additional
consideration of up to £2:9m may be
paid based ontheoutcomeofasingle
legacy contract. The transaction is
on a debt-free basis including the
waiver of intercompany balances,
and will result in an estimated loss
ondisposal of £9m for Stobart Group,

before any additional consideration.
‘In June we setout our strategy which
willseethegroupfocusitsinvestment
on our aviation assets, particularly
London Southend Airport’, said
Stobart Group CEO Warwick Brady.
‘The sale of the Rail & Civils business
removes the obligation for the group
to fund the expected ongoing losses
of the rail business and is a first step
in achieving our goal of focusing our
investment on aviation.

Bavaria is to run Stobart Rail &
Civils on a ‘business as usual’ basis,
providing financial support with a
view to returning it to profitability.
‘We are really excited about working
together and hope that being free
from the large corporate parent will
release the team’s entrepreneurial
flair’, said a Bavaria spokesperson.

Until next month, stay safe.

Andy
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With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without: Ken Abram,

Derek Aldcroft,

Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,
John Balaam,

Christopher Baldwin,

Geoff Barton, Brian Battersby,
Steven Beesley, Mike Bennett,
Sam Bilner, Tim Bott, Ben Bucki,
Keith Chapman,

Steve Chapman, Julian Churchill,
Nick Clemson,

John Coleman, Keith Davies,
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Class47815‘ThelLostBoys’dragsDVT No.82214/Class91 106 withthe
1EO4 Edinburgh - London King’s Cross service through Shaftholme
Jct. on July 7th heading to Doncaster after 1E04 had failed earlier at

Hambleton Jct.
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Mark Pichowicz, Colin Pidgeon,
David Pratt, Neil Pugh,

Tim Richardson, Alan Righby,
Charlie Robbins, Bryan Roberts,
Neil Scarlett,

Stephen Simpson,

Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,
Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.

Tim Ward, Andrew Wilson,
David Wood, Leuan Wood,
Shep Woolley and the guys at
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Avanti West

Coast

On July 12th, a pair of Class 221s working a
Birmingham New Street - Preston service pass
Moore.

Avanti West Coast launches customised real-time journey updates onboard

Avanti West Coast has launched a new passenger
information service giving real-time journey updates
to customers at their fingertips. The onboard service
called ‘Track My Train’, enables customers to follow the
progress of the train they’re travelling on in real-time,
using their own personal device.

Accessed exclusively through Avanti West Coast’s Wi-Fi
homepage at the tap of a screen, Track My Train brings
together live updates of a train’s journey and onward
connections, tailoring it to each customer’s journey.

Developed in partnership with transport infotainment
specialist, GoMedia, the onboard service uses live data

from industry systems to show exactly where a train is,
estimated arrival times along the route, any disruptions,
and departure details for other rail services - all in one
place. Therefore, customers can check the status of their
journey without having to switch between screens or
filter information.

To stay up-to-date onboard customers simply connect
their device to the Wi-Fi and select the Track My Train
icon. The tool auto-populates information relating
specifically to the customer’s journey - helping to make
the end-to-end experience more seamless.

The technology is the latest initiative to be rolled out
across Avanti West Coast’s fleet of Pendolino and Super
Voyager trains. It follows on from the introduction of
Avanti Media - a free on-board entertainment service
that allows customers to stream movies, TV box-sets,
games, magazines and newspapers to their personal
device.

Bob Powell, Customer Proposition Director at Avanti
West Coast, said: “We know how important it is for our
customerstostayinformedduringtheirjourneyandTrack
My Train helps to do just that. This new service makes it
easier for customers to follow theirtrain’s progress while
onboard, by providing concise and reliable information,

tailored to journeys in real-time, at the tap of a screen.
It has been great to work with GoMedia to develop this
technology and we’re excited to offer it as part of our
latest initiative to enhance the overall experience when
travelling with us.”

Roger Matthews, managing director at GoMedia, adds:
“Providing passengers with real-time information
about their individual route, including connections and
stations, creates a truly personalised experience, giving
users control over their entire journey, door-to-door.
This is now more important than ever with changing
restrictions on the way we use public transport.”
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Avanti West

Class 390 045 passes through Daresbury with
a London Euston - Glasgow working on July
6th. The tower in the background is part of the

C OQas 'l' Daresbury Scientific Laboratory and a familiar

local landmark.

Voyager fleet upgraded by Avanti West Coast

Current fleet overhauled following a deal sighed with Bombardier
Voyagers serving West Coast Main Line to get refresh
Deal signhed with Bombardier to improve interiors of the fleet
Changes ahead of the delivery of new trains in 2022

Avanti West Coast’s Voyager fleet is to benefit from an upgrade with the first
train to be completed in July.

The 20 Voyagers - which operate over the non-electrified sections of the West
Coast Main Linein addition to running from London to Scotland, via the West
Midlands - are being overhauled following an £8.3m deal which was signed
with Bombardier last year.

New Standard Class seats covers, saloon and carpets will be included as
part of the overhaul as well as a revamped toilet area. All lighting will also
be replaced with LEDs.

Theinteriorbodyside and ceiling panelsin standard class saloons, vestibules
as well as toilets will also be repainted.

It was announced last year that the West Coast Main Line will take delivery of
23 new HitachiRail Classes805and 807 trainsin 2022 to replace the Voyagers.

Avanti West Coast Executive Director, Projects, Andy Barnes,
explained: “We know that ultimately our Voyagers will be
retired from the West Coast Main Line.

“Butwithtwoyearsontherails, we wanted toimprove them
and not leave them as they are. All these improvements
should enhance the customer experience and, as you will
see from the images, will leave them looking very smart.

“It’s a significant investment that shows we will take every
opportunity to invest and improve our product and service
wherever we can.”

Bombardier Transportation’s Chief Operating Officer, Tim
Bentley, said; “We are delighted to be partnering with Avanti
West Coast on this fleet upgrade. The Voyager remains a
great train and by refreshing the customer environment we
can keep them that way.”

All 20 sets are set be completed by December 2020. They
will be upgraded at Bombardier’s site in Ilford, east London.
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Chiltern

Railways

Chiltern Railways has taken extra steps to keep people
safe onboard trains and at stations with the introduction
of new ‘Deep Cleanse’ teams. The train operator is
supporting the rail industry’s Safer Travel Pledge which
vows to maximise space, boost cleaning, help with
hygiene and improve information to ensure passengers
can travel safely.

‘Deep Cleanse’ teams are now in place at London
Marylebone, Aylesbury, Oxford and Birmingham Moor
Street stations to clean services before they depart -
these include any objects or areas that may have been
touchedbyindividualsduringajourney.Thisdeepcleanse
is in addition to the turnaround cleaning that the team
already undertake throughout the day at Marylebone,
Birmingham Moor Street, Oxford and Aylesbury.

As well as additional deep cleaning, Chiltern Railways
have installed hand washing facilities at Marylebone
station in order to help customers maintain good hand
hygiene while travelling on public transport and

introduced one-way systems and entry and exit only
access in some stations.

Denis O’Sullivan, Train Presentation Manager at
Chiltern Railways said, “My team and | are working hard
throughouttheday,deepcleaningeverytrainthatenters
servicesusingspecialproductsthatarelaboratorytested
to kill the COVID-19 virus. We know how important it is
to protect our customers and | am confident that the
very best is being done to keep everyone using Chiltern
trains safe.”

Mary Hewitt, Interim Managing Director for Chiltern
Railways said: “Customer safety and the safety of
Chiltern Railways staff are of the utmost importance to
us as we increase the number of services we provide.
Our Train Presentation department have worked
tirelessly since the start of the Coronavirus outbreak
to keep services clean and have implemented stricter
onboard cleansing regimes using enhanced cleaning
methods and equipment to protect customers. | would
encourage passengers to stay safe while travelling on
public transport and wear a face covering if they are not
exempt on medical grounds.”

Chiltern Railways intfroduce new ‘Deep Cleanse’ teams to keep customers safe

Chiltern Railways and Cross Country pledge £300,000 to boost
apprenticeships at small companies

Chiltern Railways and CrossCountry are helping the
region’s economy recover from Covid-19 by pledging
£300,000 to the Apprenticeship Levy Transfer Fund set
up by the West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA)
to boost jobs and skills at smaller businesses. The train
companiesare partoftheArrivagroup,oneoftheleading
providers of passenger transport in Europe, are the first
train operators to join the scheme.

The WMCA set up the Apprenticeship Levy Transfer Fund
to cover the costs of training apprentices at small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the West Midlands
and last month funded training for a record 232
apprentices across the region.

A total of 936 apprentices and 302 SMEs have now
benefited from the fund, demonstrating the WMCA’s
commitment to keeping levy money within the region,
boosting skills, job opportunities and productivity by
supporting more young people and adults of all ages
into work.

Andy Street, the Mayor of the West Midlands and former
managing director of John Lewis, said: “It is absolutely
critical that we do everything we can to support new
job and training opportunities following the Covid-19
pandemic, which is set to see many people lose their
jobs. Our Apprenticeship Levy Transfer Fund is a
fantastic way to do this, as it allows smaller firms to hire
apprenticeships and help train and skill them up, when
normally they would not be able to afford to do so.

But the success of this fund depends entirely on
contributions from big employers in the region, so it is
brilliant news that Chiltern Railways and CrossCountry
have become the first train operating companies to join
the scheme. | would urge more firms to come forward
and pledge their unspent apprenticeship levy money, so
we can create more apprenticeship opportunities in the
region at a critical time for our local economy.”

Charged by HM Revenue and Customs on all businesses
with a payroll of over £3 million, the levy is held by the
Government for businesses across the country to

utilise the funds to pay for apprenticeship training and
assessment by bringing in new talent or plugging skills
gaps with their staff. Any unspent levy is retained by the
Government after a two-year period. The WMCA uses
its strong local knowledge and relationships to identify
large businesses which can donate unspent levy to SMEs
throughthe Apprenticeship Levy Transfer Fund, covering
100% of their apprenticeship training and assessment
costs.

Mary Hewitt, interim managing director at Chiltern
Railways, said: “Promoting skills and training is a top
priority for our business. Chiltern Railways is committed
to supporting our own people in apprenticeship roles
across our business. We are proud to partner with the
WMCA to offer the same opportunity to the employees
of businesses across the region.”

Tom Joyner, managing director at CrossCountry, which
has pledged £200,000, said: “We are delighted to be the
first Midlands-based train operator to support this

initiative. Birmingham is at the heart of our network, so
it’s fantastic to be able to support apprenticeshipsin our
home city, helping to develop skills and drive economic
growth in the region.”

Cllr George Duggins, WMCA portfolio holder for
productivityandskillsandleaderofCoventryCityCouncil,
said: “Aswerecoverfromthe Covid-19shutdown, it’svital
that we support local SMEs to expand. Apprenticeships
cannow also be undertaken by staff who are on furlough.
The Apprenticeship Levy Transfer Fund is a great way for
young people and adults of all ages to gain new jobs and
qualifications.”

The WMCA is now calling on employers who may not
have considered hiring apprentices to tap into the
Apprenticeship Levy Transfer Fund. Large organisations
are also being encouraged to get in touch to discuss
transferring their unspent levy.
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Colas

Rail

On July 17th, Class 56 078 and 56 090
approach Portsmouth station parade
crossing working the 6E32 empty oil
tanks from Preston Docks - Lindsey
Oil Refinery.

Successful Tamper Technology Trial at Stonehouse

In late June, the South Rail Systems Alliance (SRSA)
successfully tested cutting edge curved laser technology
during a plain line renewal weekend possession at
Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. The renewal was on the
UP Charfield passing over Stonehouse Viaduct.

The renewal consisted of:

CAT11, renewal from 102m 107y to 102m 288y (181y)
EG47 shallow depth sleepers

250mm bottom ballast

CENGO rail

Guard Rails over viaduct

Guard Rail ‘Run on & Run off’ panel

TheSRSAimplementedtighterthanstandardinstallation
tolerances during the core installation weekend, in the
aim to achieve great track quality. On handing back
the core renewal to Network Rail after the weekend
possession achieved a planned high speed hand back
(HSHB) of 90mph, following successful implementing of
their Progressive Assurance Process. To further improve
the quality of track renewal installation, the SRSA sought
to implement the use of curved laser technology. With
the delivery of our new fleet of Tampers came fitted
with curved laser technology, with the plan to trial this
technology during the Stonehouse renewals to

implement on future sites. To ensure the application
of curved laser was a success, the SRSA worked
collaboratively, thisincluded collective training between
tamper crews and site engineers to all understand their
role and requirements. In addition, the SRSA reached
out to Tamper manufacturer, Plasser who arranged for
a curved laser expert to attend the first curved laser
tamping shift. The trial was a resounding success, with
the result of outstanding track quality for a spate tamp
handback to line speed of 100mph.

Thesiteteamwerefacedwiththechallengeofmaintaining
socialdistancingaspartoftheUKGovernmentGuidelines
for COVID-19. Even with these restrictions in place, the
team successfully worked safely together, carrying out
initial training through Microsoft Teams and managing
the risk of social distancing during site operations.

The collaboration of improving quality of deliverables
throughout the SRSA will continue, with the alliance
striving to achieve the best track quality utilising quality
installation methods, HSHB, implementation of curved
laser and further track quality improvements being
implemented over the coming year.

What is Curved Laser?

The curved laser
is capable of
implementing its
technology on works
through plain line

sections of track and

Switch and Crossing
(S&C).

The curved laser consists of two components:

A laser receiver fitted to the Colas Rail UK tampers

A laser front trolley, which when set up allows detection
and rectification of long wave track faults, which will
contribute greatly to achieving great track quality.
Speaking about the quality of the work, SRSA Head of
Transformation, Nick Matthews said:“On a Tamper there
are 3 measuring points “A, B&C”. Point Ait at the front of
the tamper, Point B is at the tamper banks and Point Cis
at the rear of the tamper. The distance between point A
& Cis called the chord. The perpendicular measurement
between the Chord to point B is called the versine. The
tamper calculates the differences between the actual
versine and design versine (horizontally and vertically)
and moves and tamps the track to the adjusted position.

The longer the chord length between A&C the more
accurate the versine calculation will be at point C.
Howeverthe length of the tamper limits the chord length
between A&C. Curved laser increases this chord length
by placing point A on a trolley that can be up to 200m
ahead of the tamper. This greatly increases the chord
length and so the accuracy of the tamp. This increased
accuracy of tamping will ensure much smoother track
being constructed in both short and long wavelengths
and so ensuring far greater passenger comfort and
greater asset life. Curved laser needs the track engineers
and tamper operatorstowork as one. Using the strength
of the Alliance this essential partnership is greatly
enhanced and has allowed the SRSA to work together
to deliver this exciting innovation”
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Class 66 109 passes Rainford on
July 16th working Knowsley Freight
Terminal - Wilton EFW loaded bins.

DB Cargo UK secures new five-year contract with Drax

DB Cargo UK has announced a new,
five-year “hook and haul” contract
to transport supplies of sustainable
biomass to Drax. One of the UK’s largest
rail freight operators, DB Cargo UK will
operate an average of 60 trains per
week from the ports of Immingham
and Hull to Drax Power Station in Selby,
Yorkshire.

Eachtrainwillcarryaround1,650tonnes
of sustainable biomass to Drax Power
Station, which provides flexible and
reliable renewable power for millions
of UK homes and businesses.

Drax supplies 12% of the UK’s renewable
electricity. Using sustainable biomass
instead of coal at Drax Power Station
has reduced emissions by more than
80% and helped the UK power system
decarbonise faster than any other
country.

Roger Neary, Head of Sales at DB Cargo
UK, said: “We are delighted that Drax has
chosen to extend our existing contract
with them for another five years. We are
proud of the important role our people
continue to playindelivering an efficient
and sustainable source of renewable

energy for use here in the UK.”

Mike Maudsley, UK Portfolio Generation
Director at Drax, said: “These rail
deliveries are a critical part of our global
supply chain for sustainable biomass
that supports thousands of jobs and
has delivered economic growth across
the north of England, while supplying
renewable electricity to millions of
homes and businesses. We’re very
pleased to extend our existing contract
with DB Cargo UK for another five years
and look forward to continuing to work
with the team.”
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DB Cargo UK secures new two-year contract with Imerys

DB Cargo UK has been awarded a new, two-year contract
to transport china clay for the world-leading mineral
specialist, Imerys.

ThesoftwhiteclayisminedinCornwallandisanessential
ingredient in the manufacture of china and porcelain, as
well as being used in the making of products like paper,
rubber and paint.

DB Cargo UK, oneoftheUK’slargestrailfreight operators,
operates two separate traffic flows for Imerys - from
Goonbarrow and Branch to Fowey Docks and from
Cornwall to Cliffe Vale in Stoke.

Every week the rail freight company transports in the
region of 7,200 tonnes of china clay for Imerys in covered
hopper wagons - this removes around 11,000 lorries a
year off Cornwall’s road network.

DB Cargo UK’s Head of Sales Roger Neary said: “We are
proud of our long-standing relationship with Imerys and
look forward to continuing to provide them with high
quality services in the South West and beyond.”

“Rail freight provides a faster, more efficient and
environmentally-friendly method of transporting
materials of this kind, reducing congestion on the

UK’s already congested road
network,” he added.

Imerys UK Hub & BA CSR

Director Ashley Shopland,

said: “Imerys is pleased to

have secured ongoing rail

movements for its products in and around the St Austell
area and up to Cliffe Vale, combined with a continuation
of the strong relationship that it has built over many
years with DB Cargo UK.”
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Class 60 054 rounds Crofton Curve
on July 22nd with the 6B33 Theale to
Robeston empties.
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DB Cargo UK wins major new Class 60 maintenance contract

DBCargoUKhassecuredanewthreeyeardealwithfellow
rail freight company GB Railfreight (GBRf) to undertake
the maintenance of ten Class 60 locomotives for them
as well as providing technical in-field support.

The agreement will see DB Cargo UK work closely with
GBRf’sengineeringteamtodrivelocomotiveperformance
and provide professional engineering support.

The focus of the contract will be undertaking regular
maintenance in line with contracted KPIs whilst driving
reliability improvements.

The Class 60 locomotives which have entered service
will allow GB Railfreight to run heavier and longer trains.
This brings environmental benefits as longer trains are
more efficient. The main duties of the locomotives will
be hauling biomass to power stations.

Theannouncementdemonstratesawillingnessoftherail
freightsectorto continueinvestingand workingtogether
through this difficult time in light of the COVID-19 crisis.

Hans-Georg Werner, CEO at DB Cargo UK, said:
“We are delighted to be working in partnership with our
colleagues at GB Railfreight providing high quality

maintenance services for their Class 60 locomotives. At
DB Cargo UK we pride ourselves on the quality of our
engineering, with our key focus being on cost-effective
locomotive availability and reliability.”

John Smith, Managing Director of GB Railfreight, said:
“I'am thrilled to be unveiling this new partnership with
DB Cargo UK. At this time of economic uncertainty, it is
important for the rail freight sector to work together to
deliver investment to support its growth.

“Most importantly, the economic recovery needs to be
green and sustainable and by maintaining these locos

we will ensure fewer carbon emissions in the long
run. | am pleased that rail freight is playing its part in
the economic recovery driven by environmentally
sustainable investment.”
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Class 90 014, Freightliner’s latest
repaint and 66 415 working 0K91
Toton - Crewe Basford Hall are seen
at Stenson Junction on July 28th.

Freightliner names electric loco in recognition of key workers.

On Thursday July 30th, Freightliner, a subsidiary of
Genesee & Wyoming Inc. (G&W), named its newly
acquired and liveried electric locomotive 90 014 ‘Over
the Rainbow’ in recognition of key workers.

Freightliner wanted to acknowledge the sustained effort
of key workers throughout the last four months and to
alsorecognisethevitalroletheywillcontinuetoplaylong
after the pandemic subsides. Naming the locomotive
‘Over the Rainbow’ will serve as a reminder of the
incredibly valuable contribution key workers have made
across many sectors. The locomotive naming ceremony
took place at Freightliner’s Vehicle Maintenance Facility
in Crewe. Due to social distancing, attendance was

limited primarily to local staff. The Mayor of Crewe,
Councillor Benn Minshall also attended the naming
event.

Following an address by CEO Gary Long, the name plate
was unveiled by Freightliner Train Planner, David Clay
who was the winner of a staff competition to name the
Class 90 locomotive.

“We wanted to recognise the tremendous effort of all
key workers and, in particular, those in the transport and
logistics industry,” said Long. “We are all having to deal
with the daily challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, but
none more so than the key workers who continue

to transport vital medical supplies, goods to keep
supermarket shelves stocked and other services to keep
our countryrunning during these unprecedented times.”
90014isthesecondClass90locomotivetoberepaintedin
the G&W livery. Freightlinerhasrecentlyacquired 13 class
90locomotivesfromPorterbrook Leasingtocomplement
its existing 10 locomotives. They operate using the 25k
overhead linesupply, reducingthedependencyondiesel
traction and contributing to making rail an even more
sustainable and carbon-neutral mode for transporting
freight. Rail freight is already producing 76% less carbon
per gross tonne mile than road freight, and Freightliner
is the largest user of electric locomotives to haul freight.
The expansion of the electric fleet helps to improve that

footprint further. Some of the locomotives will replace
the ageing class 86 fleet which will be retired from
service until they can be overhauled and re-introduced
as Freightliner expands its electrically hauled services.
“Wethoughtthatnamingan electric Class 90 locomotive
was appropriate as we look forward to the decarbonised
future of freight movements,” added Long. “Freightliner
hasincreaseditsfleetof Class90electriclocomotivesand
is at the forefront of other initiatives aimed at reducing
carbon, such as trialling longer trains. Investing in green
transport infrastructure is vital to underpinning Britain’s
future economic potential and its commitment to
tacklingclimatechangeaswellas meeting Government’s
decarbonisation targets.”
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Class66709climbsHencotebank
with the 6M42 09:20 Avonmouth
Hanson Sidings - Penyffordd
Cement on July 10th.

GBRf Announce New Southampton to East Midlands Intermodal Service

As the country emerges from one of its greatest
challenges, GB Railfreight are thrilled to announce
some positive news. A new Intermodal service from the
rail terminal operated by Solent Stevedores at the Port
of Southampton, to East Midlands Gateway, Derby has
commenced. This will be its fourth daily service from
one of the UK’s leading deep-sea container ports and
will offer the market an additional rail destination. This
new service marks GBRf’s continued expansion in the
intermodal market and underlines the vital role rail
freight plays in delivering goods around the country.

The new Southampton to East Midlands service will run
5 days a week and represents GBRf’s 20th intermodal
service to date. SEGRO Logistics Park East Midlands
Gateway (SLPEMG) is a 700-acre development with
planningconsentforupto6,000,000square ftoflogistics
accommodation. The 50-acre intermodal terminal,
managed by Maritime Transport, operates 24/7 and is
able to accommodate up to sixteen 775m freight trains

per day. It also provides storage capacity for over
5,000 TEU - which is equal to approximately 45,000
pallets of cargo. GBRf are able to offer both loaded
and empty storage and final-mile delivery, in order to
provide a seamless ‘door to door’ opportunity with
a combination of rail and road resources. This new
service offers the market an additional rail destination
and cost-effective transport solution. This news follows
GBRf’s recent announcement that the company is set
to start operations at its new intermodal sidings at
Peterborough. The investment provides GBRf with
much needed track capacity - which will be doubled -
in order to facilitate the business’ growing intermodal
sector.

GBRf are committed to increasing the amount of goods
and materials transported via rail freight, reducing
emissions and delivering a more sustainable logistics
solution. An average freight train removes a minimum of
70 HGV journeys from the roads while reducing carbon
emissions by about 75% compared to transport by road.

When combined with rail’s advantageous performance
in terms of nitrogen dioxide and particulate matter
emissions, rail freight demonstrates a clear contribution
to the challenge of meeting the UK’s net zero carbon
targets.

John Smith, Managing Director of GB Railfreight, said:
“I am thrilled to see the beginning of this new service.
Our growth in intermodal shows GBRf’s dedication to
innovation, offering flexible door-to-door solutions that
meet our customers’ needs, as well as a consistently
reliable service. We are very proud of the hard work that
has been put in to be the industry’s trusted intermodal
carrier. This announcement also reconfirms GBRf as the
rail freight company leading the way to grow the sector
at atime of unprecedented economic challenge. In light
of the COVID-19 crisis we are redoubling our efforts to
put the UK back on track, while also doing our bit to
decarbonise our economy.”

Stuart Cullen Executive Chairman of Solent Stevedores
said: “Our rail terminal at the Port of Southampton was
significantly upgraded last year increasing our capacity
and efficiency and we are delighted to welcome an
additional service from GBRf. Now with eight daily
intermodal services from the Port of Southampton, this
news further strengthens our position as a UK leading
rail terminal operator.

John Bailey, Managing Director - Intermodal and
Terminals at Maritime Transport, said:“We are thrilled
to be kicking off the next chapter of our intermodal
journey; extending our offering at EMG to provide UK
businesses with even more ways of moving their goods
from Ato B at a time when the country begins its return
to a new normal. We are incredibly proud of what our
drivers and staff have achieved in such a short space
of time; meeting our customers’ needs and unique
requirements is at the very heart of what we do, and
we look forward to providing additional services in the
near future.”
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AUCTION OFFERS A CHANCE TO BID FOR A PIECE OF LNER'S HISTORY

LNER is offering people the chance to own a piece of
LNER history as it auctions off nameplates in aid of
charity partner, the Campaign Against Living Miserably
(CALM).

The nameplates up for auction are: 43308 Highland
Chieftain, 43300 Craigentinny and one Crest, 43238
National Railway Museum, 43208 Lincolnshire Echo,
43257 Bounds Green, 43274 Spirit of Sunderland, 43290
MTU Fascination of Power.

The nameplates are from the iconic Intercity 125 High
Speed Trains that wereretired from the East Coast route
last year.

The sought-after memorabilia will be auctioned on the
14th of November 2020, with the nameplates being
previewed on the G.W.Railwayana Auctions website
from 26th July 2020.

Class 800 101 glides
Marholm on July 31st working
the 1A15 07:35 Harrogate to
London King’s Cross service.

past

David Horne, Managing Director of LNER, said: “LNER
has a proud history and has had some truly famous
trains serve our customers over the years. Names such
as the Highland Chieftain and Spirit of Sunderland are
synonymous with therailway and have helped celebrate
the regions along the East Coast route. The auction
provides people with a chance to own a piece of railway
history while supporting an important cause.”

Money raised from the auction will go towards funds
LNER hasraisedtosupport CALM, already totalling more
than £200,000. The charity works to prevent suicide, the
single biggest killer of men under 45 in the UK and the
cause of 18 deaths a day. Funds raised to date are from
LNER employees taking partin fundraising activities, as
well as customers donating ‘Delay Repay’ claims to
help support the CALM.

CALM Chief Executive Officer,
Simon Gunning said: “We’re
incredibly  grateful  for
LNER’s continued amazing
support, and for auctioning
these iconic pieces of train
history. Since lockdown,
we’ve experienced record
levels of demand for our
helpline services, and thanks
to LNER’s generosity we’ll
continue to save lives and be
there for those who need us.”

Further information about
the auction preview and sale
can be found online: www.
gWra.co.uk



Class 91 114 ‘Durham Cathdral’
powers past Marholm working
the 1N81 09:06 London King’s
Cross to York service on July
31st.

LET'S EAT - AT YOUR SEAT! LNER
TO LAUNCH ‘AT-SEAT FOOD
AND DRINK DELIVERY SERVICE

In afirstforthe UKrailindustry, LNER will begin trials of an ‘at-seat’ catering
offer onboard trains this August. The service will enable customers to order
and pay for food and drinks from their phone in the comfort of their own
seat, without having to visit the onboard cafe bar. The digital in-seat app
‘Let’s Eat - At Your Seat’ will be available to customers in both Standard
and First Class. The service will also provide a layer of confidence and
reassurance to customers who are looking to stay seated for the duration
of their journey. Let’s Eat - At Your Seat will offer customers on LNER trains
a more enhanced, personalised customer service, with the added benefit
of being more convenient for those who do not wish to leave their seat and
possessions unattended. The ‘at-seat’ service also addresses the 40 per
cent of UK consumers who want to access digital ordering and payment
technology to minimise physical contact and support social distancing
measures.

Richard Judge, Head of Catering at LNER said: “We are always looking
for new ways to provide excellence in our customer experience onboard
and this new ‘at-seat’ service will allow us to extend our food and drink
offer to customers from the comfort of their own seat Customers in both
standard and first class will be able to browse the menu in their own time
and order at their own convenience, enhancing their onboard experience
and improving their journey with us. At Seat Ordering will be in addition to
and complement our existing onboard food and beverage services. It will
become available, to include our Chef prepared menus, for our First Class
customers on completion of successful trials”

Let’s Eat - At Your Seat was developed by QikServe, and is the first project
to come out of the LNER FutureLabs accelerator programme, which is fast
tracking the development of digital projects to improve customer journeys
in the rail industry.

Dan Rodgers, Founder and President at QikServe said: “As part of LNER’s
FutureLabs Programme, we’re delighted to be the first to deliver Let’s Eat
— At Your Seat for a personalised food and drinks offering on LNER train
services. People are accustomed to ordering food and drinks whenever
they want on their phone, so why not on a train too? It has been a privilege
working with the team at LNER to create technology that puts the customer
at the heart of their service by allowing them to order refreshments when
they want.”

With the UK Government advising food retailers to provide contactless
solutions to support the economy, Let’s Eat - At Your Seat will allow
customersto accesstheordering platform through a QR code scan, without
the need to download another app.Developed for use on LNER trains, the
Standard Class menu offers a wide range of drinks, snacks, sandwiches and
breakfast items. The First Class menu offers extra meals including LNER
breakfasts, hot meals and an extended drinks service.
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track machine No.
DR73931isseenstabledin Andover

Multi-million-pound investment in Greater Anglia

train washing plants

Train operator Greater Anglia is investing £4m in replacing
and improving six train washing plants across its network.
New train washers are being installed at Southend Victoria
and Crown Point Depot in Norwich, while the washers at
Clacton, Colchester, llforddepotand OrientWayinLondon,
will be refurbished. The new train washers will be more
efficient and effective, saving water, energy and time.

Martin Moran, Greater Anglia’s Commercial, Customer
Services and Train Presentation Director, said: “The train
washers at Southend Victoria and Crown Point depot are
around 35 years old and need replacing. The new washers
will improve the quality and standard of train washing, as
well as helping to save up to 10% of the volume of water
needed, compared to what was previously used. In the
meantime,weareplanningto putinahandwashingregime
to maintain high standards during the transition. Our new
trains look great and we want to keep them looking this
way foryearstocome,whichiswhyweare heavily investing
in cleaning. We are currently in the process of replacing
every single train in our fleet to make

our customers’ journeys easier and more comfortable.
DuringthecurrentCoronaviruspandemic,wehavestepped
up our cleaning regime, focusing on high touch areas such
as buttons, poles and handles. We have also invested in
fogging guns, which are used for spraying and sanitising
large areas. We are doing all we can to keep our trains and
stations asclean as possible to help keep people safe while
travelling with us.”

The train cleaning upgrade is part of a £1.4bn investment
in transforming train servicesin East Anglia. Greater Anglia
is currently in the process of replacing all trains in its fleet
with brand new ones. The first new train came into service
in July 2019 and the rollout is ongoing, with the new
commuter trains expected to come into service later this
year.

The work to upgrade the train washing systems will take
place in phases and is due to be completed by February
2021.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Discounted fares to connect with Eurostar?

Q:lhavereturnticketsbooked from St Pancrasto Paris
next month - normally | would travel from Ebbsfleet
(as | live in Kent) but trains are not stopping there at
the moment. It will cost me another £36to getin & out
of London to connect with the Eurostar service which
| think is unreasonable. Anyone had any joy trying to
get discounted tickets for this journey?

A:Youcangetdiscountedticketsto “Londonlinternational
(CIV)” from stations including Gravesend, which would
cost you £25 return. You should be able to obtain these
tickets from any ticket office upon presentation of your
Eurostar booking confirmation.

Ifyour combination of outward and return dates works,
youcouldgetaWeekenderticketcosting £19.30instead.

Whilst | agree that it’s harsh to have to pay more for a
worse service, presumably you were aware of the fact
you’d have to pay to get to London when you bought
your Eurostar tickets?

Break of Journey - Skipping Stations in between

Q: | have an Off-Peak PU ticket from the Chiltern area
to Barnehurst, where | have broken the journey at
Woolwich Arsenal. The ticket is valid so would it be
possible for me to resume the journey at Abbey Wood
(a TfL Rail managed station)?

Also, there seems to be no rounder service from
Slade Green to Barnehurst on Saturdays as per pre-
COVID19 times, would it be possible for me to go via
Dartford as the direct service between Slade Green
and Barnehurst is missing.

A: Yes, there is no obligation to do all of a permitted
route. You can do just parts of the journey if you like. So
you can resume the journey at Abbey Wood if that suits
you best.

Travelling via Dartford is not permitted on a ticket to
Barnehurst, and there has been no specific easement
introduced allowing this despite the withdrawal of
direct Slade Green-Barnehurst services.

You are probably best off using Oyster or contactless,

as this is valid as far as Dartford but will not charge you
for travelling via there (unless you exit and re-enter).
The single fare from Abbey Wood to Barnehurst would
be £2.60 Off-Peak, likely far less than the cost of a paper
single or an overdistance excess to Dartford.

Collecting an Avanti ticket

Q: I’'m about to book a ticket with Avanti, from my
non-Avanti station in Kent up to Glasgow. Once I've
booked it, is it possible to collect the ticket from my
local station?

A: Provided the station has Ticket on Departure
functionality (i.e. you can collect a ticket for any TOC)
you will be able to collect that one, too. It’s now mostly
only Merseyrail that doesn’t, provided there is some
kind of TVM (ticket machine).

There should be a drop-down box inviting you to select
a station; it should list all stations with TVMs. You don’t
have to collect at the station you’ve selected.

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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A trio of Class 325s working from
Shieldmuir - Dallam pass Winwick on
July 20th.

Vital railway vpgrade works taking place over

Passengers are advised to check how their
journey might be affected when vital rail
upgrades take place over the August Bank
Holiday weekend to improve reliability of
services.

Network Rail’'s engineers will carry out a
programme of upgrades and maintenance
work across the region to reduce the
number of delays and cancellations and
to keep tracks and equipment in safe and
reliable condition.

Passengers are advised to check their
journey before travelling as some services
will be affected over various days across
the weekend bank holiday including;:

Kings Lynn: Friday 28 to Monday 31 August-
engineers at King’s Lynn will be working
on a new siding as part of the King’s
Lynn capacity enhancement scheme. For
four days, Kings Lynn services will start/
terminate at Downham Market with bus
replacementservicesrunningtoWatlington
and King’s Lynn.

August bank Holiday

East Tilbury: Saturday 29 to Monday 31
August. - overhead wire upgrades to reduce
the number of delays owing to overhead
line issues.

Norwich to Lowestoft: Saturday 29 to
Sunday 30 August - track maintenance
work at Cantley to reduce the number of
track faults.

Ipswich to Norwich / Bury St Edmunds:
Sunday 30 to Monday 31 August - renewing
over half a mile of track at Needham
Market, track maintenance, drainage
works, overhead wire and structure works
to improve reliability.

Clapton and Tottenham: Sunday 30 August
- track maintenance work to improve
reliability of the track.

Ellie Burrows, Network Rail’s route director
for Anglia, said: “We’re carrying out
essential upgrades and maintenance to our
tracks and equipment to ultimately reduce
the number of delays and cancellations to
passengers’ journeys.

Anyone travelling over the Bank Holiday
weekend should check how their journey
could be affected.”

Jamie Burles, Greater Anglia’s Managing
Director, said: “The bank holiday weekend
engineering work is essential to help us
provide more punctual services. We are
running additional rail replacement buses
to ensure customers can maintain social
distancing. Customers should wear face
covering when on our stations, trains and
rail replacement buses, unless they are
exempt from doing so.”

“Customersshould check before they travel
and allow more time for their journeys
while the work is taking place. We would
like to thank them for their patience and
understanding and apologise for the
inconvenience caused.”

Passengers should check before they travel
atwww.nationalrail.co.uk orwith theirtrain
operator.

Cambridge station is 1735 years old

Cambridge railway station and the line from
Cambridge to Bishop’s Stortford celebrate
their 175th birthdays on July 29th. The
station’s first brick was laid on 10 April, 1845.
It - and the new line between Cambridge and
Bishop’s Stortford - opened justthree months
later on 29 July that year, initially serving
Bishopsgate station in London via Stratford
and Bishops Stortford. The line between
Cambridge and Norwich opened a day later.
Outside of London, Cambridge was the
busiest station on Greater Anglia’s network
beforethecoronavirusoutbreak,seeinga22%
increase in people using the station to almost
12 million per year. Its growing numbers led
to the construction of an additional island
platform to the east a few years ago.

In recent years the station has been restored
to its former glory following refurbishment
and redevelopment work carried out by
Greater Anglia, with funding from the Railway
Heritage Trust, leading to it receiving an
Award for Urban Heritage in 2018 and two
Station oftheYearAwards. Thankstothework
- including painstakingly restoring 32 ornate
college roundels on the station’s facade,
cleaning and repairing damaged brickwork
and tidying up unsightly cabling and surface
pipes - the station looks as good today as it
did 175 years ago. Work to carefully restore
the mouldings, removal of the redundant
cabling and repairing of damaged brickwork
on the Grade Il listed station cost £250K and
took a year to complete, involving detailed
research to ensure the correct colours were
used, hand cleaning of fragile parts, careful
repainting and the application of 23, carat
gold leaf.

The redevelopment of the station in 2017
included a complete refurbishment of the
ticket hall, an extended gateline an open plan
ticket office with more counters, more ticket
vending machines and improvements to the
customer information screens. To improve
transportconnectionsabetterlayoutwasalso
created at the front of the station for buses,
taxis, pedestrians, cyclists and motorists and
a state of the art 3,000 space cycle parking
facility, ‘CyclePoint’, the biggest in the UK,
was also openedin 2016, receiving a national
CycleRail Award. The station now sits within
theCBldevelopmentwhichincludeshousing,
offices, a hotel, restaurants and retail outlets.

Today Cambridge has direct train services
to London (Kings Cross and Liverpool
Street), Stansted Airport, Ipswich, Norwich,
Kings Lynn, Peterborough, Leicester and
Birmingham. New trains have recently been
introduced on the lines to London Kings
Cross, Stansted Airport, Ipswich,Norwich and
Kings Lynn, with more due to be brought into
service on the London Liverpool Street route
from the second half of 2021 onwards. There
are also plans for the restoration of services
via the East West route to Oxford.

Simone Bailey, Greater Anglia’s Director of
AssetManagement,commented,“Cambridge
station has seen many changes in its long
history and in that time has really gone from
strength to strength. Thanks to our continued
investment in improving customer facilities
and careful attentionto the building’s upkeep
it continues to be a stunning example of a
heritage railway building fit for the needs of
passengers in the 21st century.”
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A horrible cold, wet, misty November day, and it’s only July! But on July
9th, duty calls, and this had to be done, after all, it’s not every day we get
a Class 50 in North Lincolnshire. 50 050 had dragged a couple of Colas 56s
from Eastcroft depot at Nottingham to Barnetby and is seen here just south
of Wrawby Junction returning to Nottingham as 0Z50.

Brand-new Stansted Express trains start to enter passenger service

The first two of Greater Anglia’s brand-new Stansted
Express trains have now entered passenger service
between London Liverpool Street and Stansted Airport.
The first train to be operated by one of the new
12-carriage electric trains, built by Swiss company
Stadler, left London Liverpool Street for the airport at
05:06 on July 28th.

lanMcConnell,GreaterAngliafranchiseand programmes
director, said: “We’re very pleased to have started
the roll out of our new Stansted Express trains into
passenger service. They provide significant benefits for
both airporttravellers and other customers travelling to
or from London from stations such as Bishops Stortford
and Harlow Town. This milestone marks the

start of the final phase of the programme to introduce
the new trains being built for us by Stadler. All 38 bi-
mode regional trains and ten 10 electric intercity trains
are already in passenger service. Over the next six to
nine months we will replace all the current trains on
the Stansted Express services with new trains, as part of
our phased programme for bringing our new trains into
service. As we do so, we will be able to progressively
transfer the current Stansted Express trains on to other
West Anglia services, enabling some of the older trains
to be withdrawn from service. This means many more
passengers start to see the benefits of better trains, in
advance of the introduction of our new commuter trains
on West Anglia services, which is expected to begin in
the latter half of 2021.”

Steve Griffiths, Managing Director for London Stansted
Airportsaid: “Thestartoftheintroductionofbrand new
Stansted Express trains is fantastic news for all users
of the service, including airport passengers, staff and
local commuters as they travel between the airport
and London, significantly enhancing the onboard
journey experience and providing a real boost to our
proud record as the UK’s numberone airport for public
transport use by passengers.”

Leandro Haggenmacher, technical project manager for
Stadler, said: “The start of the roll-out of trains for the
Stansted Express route is a significant landmark, as we
enter the final stages of the project to supply 58 new
trainsforthe GreaterAnglianetwork.Weareverypleased

to have reached this point, recognising the important
role Stansted Airport plays in the regional economy,
boosting economic growth and supporting jobs.”

The Stansted Express trains are part of a £600m
investment in new Stadler trains for the region which
have been financed by Rock Rail East Anglia and will be
leased to Greater Anglia for the life of the franchise.



http://www.c58lg.co.uk
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A heavily graffitied Class 777 006 in
the consist of 6X29 13:40 Tonbridge
West Yard to Kirkdale C.S. passes

R Q i I Northampton on July 27th.

€ 1m rail investment to keep passengers
on-track

Network Rail has successfully delivered
more than £1m of work to renew track and
refurbishakeyjunctiononScotland’sRailway
in Renfrewshire and North Ayrshire,

Between Saturday July 17 and Monday July
20, engineers worked to renew 1.5km of track
through Milliken Park station in Johnstone.

More than 6,000tons of ballast and over 2,000
new sleepers were installed over the three
days to replace aging track and keep the line
in good condition.

Further south, near Dalry, work was carried
outon akey junction to refurbish several sets
of points - rails which move to transfer trains
from one line of track to another.

The lines between Ayrshire and Glasgow are
key routes for passengers and freight traffic

Over 1,000 checks for Greater Anglia’s new Bombardier trains

For the past two years, the Greater Anglia Project Team
has been working with Bombardier and the approval
bodies to ensure the design, build and delivery are
in line with the agreed requirements and contract
commitments - ensuring the train specification is met
and that the testing and delivery requirements are fully
achieved. GA engineers have been poring over updates
and manuals-sentweekly fromthetrain’s manufacturer,
Bombardier - to check that everything is satisfactory.

This rigorous and detailed approach is focused on
ensuring customers benefit from a high quality, reliable
service as the new trains are brought into operation
across the Greater Anglia network.

David Glass, Greater Anglia’s Fleet Engineering Manager,
explains, “Before any train can be put into service,
Bombardier has to provide us a full suite of manuals that
include how the trains are maintained, a breakdown of
how all the individual systems work, fault-finding guides
and details of all the key elements involved in using the
trains in a practical sense. There are 1,220 checks and
procedures forevery new Bombardiertrain,and we have
been working through these details over the past

couple of years. We’re now at a point where out of the
1,220 checks, we’ve finished all but a final few on each
train. In fact, we’ve completed over 95% of them - so it’s
been very good progress and we look forward to them
coming into service later this year.”

The types of checks and procedures that have to be
carried out for each train include vehicle maintenance
instructions and procedures for things like checking
brake pads or changing components, how to find and fix
faults, and practical instructions for operating the trains
inservice,suchastrain preparation,tractionandbraking,
door systems and passenger information systems.

Will Tanner, Director Communications, Bombardier
Transportation said, “Testing is important for the
introduction of any new train fleet, but is particularly
important for a train as advanced as these new British-
designed and built AVENTRA trains. We are working as
a team with Greater Anglia to get everything ready so
passenger service can start as soon as possible.”

Greater Anglia’s new Bombardier trains will run into
London Liverpool Street from Essex, Hertfordshire,

Cambridgeshire and Ipswich. They are all
longer than the trains they are replacing,
with more seats, air conditioning, fast free
Wi-Fi, improved passenger information
screens, better accessibility features and
bicycle spaces on each train.

The Bombardiertrains will have underfloor
heating-afirstforUKtrains-whichwillwork
with an overhead heating and ventilation
system to improve passenger comfort and
increase foot room for passengers sitting
in window seats.

The trains are significantly lighter than
previous trains and feature regenerative
braking which delivers energy back into
the electrical supply network, rather than
wasting the energy, through heat, as is the
case with conventional systems.

The first of the new Bombardier trains is
due to enter passenger service later this
year.

and this investment is part of a long-term
plantorefurbishandrenewrailinfrastructure
across Scotland.

Between2019and2024,NetworkRailScotland
will invest more than £4bn in maintaining,
enhancing and operating Scotland’s Railway.

Alan Ross, Network Rail Scotland’s director
of engineering and asset management, said:
“Renewing and maintaining our railway is
vital to the continued running of a safe and
reliable service for our customers.

The line into Ayrshire is a key route for both
passenger and freight services and this work
will help to ensure we can continue to keep
Scotland’s Railway, and those who rely on it,
moving.”
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On September 16th 2019, LNER power
No. 43311 leads the 06:30 Stirling
to London Kings Cross service past
Joan Croft Junction, Bentley, near
Doncaster.

Network Rail opens £ | 4million facility in
Doncaster after major expansion project

Network Rail marked the opening of a £14million depot
in Doncaster on July 7th which will bring highly skilled
teams across the borough together. It will also help to
boost the economy in the town which is famous for its
railway history.

Work began to expand and transform the site at
Marshgate, which is close to Doncaster station, in 2015.
Almost 600 workers will be based at the multi-million-
pound facility, which means teams can work more
collaboratively on projects to maintain and improve
the railway.

The development will bring the opportunity for future
jobs at Network Rail. It is also more inclusive for
everyone, with gender neutral facilities such as toilets
and changing rooms, and lifts which mean the buildings
are accessible.

NetworkRailengineershavecarriedoutworktodemolish
the older buildings on the site and build new, modern
facilities. There are also new access roads, footpaths
and car parks. Work was completed in July 2019, in
partnership with Doncaster Council and Sheffield City
Region, to strengthen and heighten Friarsgate Road
bridge as part of the project. This means that larger
vehiclescanusethebridgetogetinandoutofthedepot.

Work on the main building
iIs now complete, but the
COVID-19 pandemic has
impacted some of the
final stages of the project
and landscaping work will
continueasteamsbegintouse
the facility. Risk assessments
have been carried outto make
sure workers can continue
following social distancing
guidelines, with some smaller
buildings, which were due to
be demolished, remaining to
create additional space.

Speaking as he opened the

facility, named Mallard House

after the famous steam

locomotive, Andrew Haines,

Chief Executive of Network

Rail said: “As an industry, we
have a lot to do as we support people returning to the
railway after COVID. But we have a fantastic history in
Doncaster as one of the archetypal railway towns and
we have a fantastic history in the name of Mallard.

“I genuinely believe that with the quality of the people
we have here and these new facilities to support them,
we have a fantastic future as well.”

Rob Mcintosh, Managing Director for Network Rail’s
Eastern Region, said: “It wasimportant forusto develop
this modern £14million depot in Doncaster to celebrate
the strong railway history in the town.

“Doncasteris already home to the Flying Scotsman and
the National College for High Speed Rail, and this state-
of-the-art facility at Marshgate will enhance both the
vital work that our teams are doing in the area and the
future of the railway.

“It will bring workers from depots across the area
together, so that they can work collaboratively to
maintain and improve the railway in the region.”


http://www.locofleetshop.co.uk
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On July 25th, Class 66 549 works the
08:50 Basford Hall to Southampton
Maritime liner, diverted via Andover
due to engineering work.

Farewell to the old and in with the new as London Bridge

signalling centre closes and £8 I m

signalling scheme hits halfway point

An £81m scheme by Network Rail to renew infrastructure in the
Hither Green area of South London has reached halfway and is on
track to hand back a much-improved railway for passengers, while
also marking the end of London Bridge Area Signalling Centre as an
operational location. The project means the whole main line from
Charing Cross and St Pancras International to Chislehurst is under
the control of Three Bridges Rail Operating Centre near Gatwick in
Sussex, signalled from modern WestCAD workstations. Network Rail
and its contractors have been on site at Hither Green replacing the
1976-builtsignallingequipment,whichwasreachingtheendofitslife
and increasingly difficult to maintain or operate reliably. Teams are
installing 92 LED signal heads, and replacing almost 90 track circuits
with 262 Frauscher axle counters, along with enhancing 86 sets of
points and laying 24km of power cable and 19km of fibre telecoms
cable. In addition, the local power supply is being upgraded and
made more resilient and turnback facilities are being put in place at
Hither Green, Grove Park and Lee.

Blockade Director Jon Ruch said: “This is a massive project and
much-needed as we know passengers in South London have been
sufferingincreasingdisruptioninthisarea. The moveto axle counters
will improve reliability as we won’t have to maintain insulated block
joints and impedance bonds, and we’re also building in greater

operational flexibility with new turn-backs at Lee, Hither Green
and Grove Park. People often forget the impact of cable faults on
reliability too, and relaying all the power supply and telecoms will
have a massive positive impact. On top of all that, for many of us
who worked on the Thameslink Programme, this is really the final
part of the jigsaw we started many years ago and puts control of the
busiest and most difficult to manage part of our network in a single
location with modern technology.”

In addition to the new signalling equipment, a great deal of work
Is being undertaken at stations, from new drainage and platform
edging at Chislehurst, to ongoing work at Hither Green station itself,
which is getting new platforms and canopies. London Bridge ASC
was builtin 1974 with an NX panel andfirst started signallingtrainsin
1975, absorbing a variety of smaller boxes, from the two-man level-
frame Borough Market Junction, to the 1962-era panel at Hither
Green. At its largest it was one of the busiest boxes on the whole
railway, controlling trains from Charing Cross on the routes out to
Kent through Greenwich, Lewisham, Grove Park, and the four tracks
down to Norwood Junction. Some of its equipment is being retained
for use as spares elsewhere on the network and the building itself
is being assessed to see what use it can be put to. Three Bridges
control centre now fringes with Ashford IECC and Victoria ASC at
Chislehurst.

Vital rail link to the south west now better protected as first section of new Dauwlish sea wall built

The vital stretch of railway which connects Devon and
Cornwall with the rest of the country is now better
protected from rising sea levels and extreme weather as
Network Rail has built the first section of the new sea
wall in Dawlish. It means the beach and promenade is
now open with Network Rail adding finishing touches to
the surface of the footpath, before returning later in the
year to finish fencing, lighting and seating after delays
caused by coronavirus. The new bigger sea wall runs for
360 metres along Marine Parade, giving theiconic stretch
of railway line immediate greater resilience against
waves that flood the track, leading to potential closures
and delays.

Network Rail has faced delays of crucial materials for
the new sea wall throughout the pandemic, but teams
of engineers worked around the clock in recent weeks,

within Government guidelines, to enable the reopening
ofthebeach and promenadeintimeforthe peaktourism

season. The footbridge that connects Marine Parade to
Boat Cove is also open but delays mean engineers will
continue to work 24 hours a day for three weeks during
the summer to install granite paving at Boat Cove and
the viewing point halfway along the wall. Permanent
fencing will then be fitted between the railway and the
promenade. Then, following the summer engineers
will install lighting and seating. Building of the new sea
wall began in May 2019 following the Government’s
commitmentto spend £80m on a new seawall stretching
all the way from Coastguards breakwater to Boat Cove,
following the storms of 2014 which closed the line for
eight weeks. The design, with a curved top to deflect the
waves, follows years of detailed studies, designs and
joint working between world-leading marine, coastal

and railway engineering experts. Construction has taken
place around the tides to deliver the upgrade, which is
vital, not just for Dawlish but for the whole of the south
west peninsula as the railway connects communities

in 50 towns and cities with the rest of the UK. Network
Rail has also submitted plans for the second section
of the wall - a 415 metre stretch between Coastguards
and Colonnade breakwaters - to Teignbridge District
Council. Work is expected to start later this year if the
proposals are approved. The plans include a new, high-
level promenade and an accessible footbridge with lifts
for Dawlish station. During the building of the sea wall at
Marine Parade, Network Rail has spent nearly £5million
on local labour, materials and accommodation; work on
the remaining section would give a similar boost to the
local economy.

Mike Gallop, Network Rail Western route director said:
“We’d liketothanktheresidentsof Dawlishandvisitorsto
the town for their patience during the main construction
work. There is more to do before this section of the
project is completely finished. We faced delays in our
supply chain due to Coronavirus and therefore will

need to return to complete the paving, fencing, lighting
and seating - but we are pleased that we’ve been able
to reopen the beach, promenade and footbridge for
summervisitors. The new seawallis already doingits job
by returning waves to the sea and reducing the amount
of water and spray reaching the tracks. It will help to
protect the town and the railway for the next 100 years.
We’ll continue to keep the community informed of our
progress and our proposals for the remaining section of
the new wall.”

Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris said: “It is fantastic to
see this vital project making so much progress despite
the challenges it has faced due to Covid-19, and this is
testament to the hard work and dedication of all the
teams involved.“We are committed to improving the
resilience of this route, which is crucial for connecting
communities across the south west and boosting
economic growth in the region. | look forward to seeing
this important work completed later this year.”



London Waterloo trials new high-definition colour screen to provide better passenger information

Network Rail Southern region is spearheading a trial of
full-colour, high-definition customerinformationdisplay
at London Waterloo station to provide passengers with
high quality train running information. This is the first
time a full colour LED display has been installed at one
of Network Rail’s managed stations solely to provide
customer information in a trial which is due to last until
December 2020.

The LED display - which measures 3 metres by 1.5 metres
- was installed last month by engineers from Network
Rail’s Telecoms team for easy-to-read, up-to-the-minute
journey and passenger information; including details of
onward transport connections when there is disruption.

The flow of information is managed by South Western
Railway (SWR) working with Network Rail station staff.

John Halsall, Network Rail Southern region managing
director, said: “Accurate, real-time, and easy-to-
understand customer information is critical to
passengers’ experience in stations and is key to putting
our passengers first. We’re really happy to see the
introduction of this new technology at London Waterloo,
which is the country’s busiest station. With its position
on the station concourse, it will provide passengers with
the latestinformation to help them make more informed
decisions about their journey.”

Charlene Wallace, director of national passenger and
customer experience at Network Rail said: “ This project
has been a fantastic collaborative effort from our
telecoms, stations team and Southern region colleagues
and is a great example of how we are using technology
to really improve the experience of our passengers at
our major stations.”

Alan Penlington, customer experience director for South
Western Railway, said: “We know our customers want
reliable and up-to-dateinformation when travelling with
us. We’re delighted to be able to work with Network Rail
to trial this new information screen at London Waterloo,
allowing our customers to get easy to understand

information so they can stay up to date and plan their
journey.”

A second six-month trial of a larger display (5 metres x
2.5 metres) using the same technology is planned for
London Victoria station in late September. Depending
on the success of the trial, it could eventually be rolled
out across all of Network Rail’s regions in future.
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Class 47 593 leads an ECS from
Crewe to Carlisle past Daresbury
on July 19th.

Historic Bookham station on track for a full
refurbishment thanks to Network Rail

Work is underway to refresh Bookham station,
a Grade Il listed building in Surrey, to improve
passenger journeys and preserve the much-loved
structure. The work - which is likely to take about
sixmonths - will take place while the stationisopen
and will not affect South Western Railway services.
The main focus is to repair the station’s structure,
which unfortunately has been plagued with wet rot,
a fungus that attacks timber. Teams from Network
Rail and its contractor Osborne will also replace a
large sectionoftheroof.Engineerswillalsorefurbish
and repaint the station’s footbridge - which is also
Grade Il listed — with most of that work taking place
at night when there are no passengers. As a result
of the work on the roof, passengers will not be able

to access the station building, and a temporary
ticket office has been built in the car park. Once
the affected timber is removed, all of the floors and
walls will need to betreated by chemicals before the
station can be returned to its former glory. Located
on Church Road in Leatherhead, the station was
opened in 1885 and has 2 platforms which provide
train services to Guildford and London Waterloo via
Epsom and Worcester Park.

Mark Killick, Network Rail Wessex route director,
said: “We are delighted to be able to refresh the
historic station at Bookham for the benefit of
passengers and the local community. While the
workistaking placeonthisGradelllisted station,we
will try to keep noise to a minimum and apologise
for any disruption.

Alan Penlington, South Western Railway customer
experience director, said: “Our customers will see
big improvements at Bookham station, and it will
be great to see the footbridge restored to its former
glory. We recognise these works will be disruptive,
but the station will remain open and operational
throughout. I’'d like to thank our passengers for
their patience whilst these vital works are carried
out.”

Next phase of railway flyover demolition involves
three of the UK's largest cranes

Huge sections of a concrete flyover are being removed
in order to build the first direct rail link between Oxford,
Bedford, Milton Keynes and Aylesbury in more than 50 years.
Three of the largest cranes in the UK are working in tandem
to lift out sections of ‘Bletchley flyover, which was built in
the early 1960s to allow trains travelling from West to East
to cross over the West Coast main line. Since April work has
been under way to remove concrete spans so the structure
can be rebuilt to modern standards as part of the East West
Rail project. Now the sections above Buckingham Road, the
main route in and out of Bletchley, are being lifted out. One
crane will be installed on Buckingham Road itself requiring
its closure to traffic until August 30th.

Tim Shoveller, managing director for Network Rail’s North
West and Central region, said: “The work to remove Bletchley
flyover as part of the East West Rail project is a hugely
impressive feat of engineering. [ thank local people and road-
users for their patience as the project moves into this next

phase over Buckingham Road. East West Rail will transform
connectivityandjourneytimesacrosstheheartofthecountry.
The resulting low-carbon transport system will bring huge
benefits to passengers and businesses - driving economic
growth and creating opportunitiesforhousingand new jobs.”

Pedestrian access will be maintained by a protected walkway
so people can still cross Buckingham Road throughout the
work. At certain times this won’t be available but when the
walkway is closed a shuttle bus, running every 15 minutes,
will take people between the train station and bus station.
Jeff Booth, project leader for East West Rail Alliance, said:
“This work is a vital part of the East West Rail project to re-
establish train services between Oxford and Milton Keynes
and the road needs to be closed so that we can carry out
the work safely. We appreciate that closing the road can be
disruptive to motorists and we’d like to apologise for any
inconvenience this causes. We thank motorists in advance
for their patience.”


http://www.southerncountiesrailwaysociety.co.uk
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work at Eastleigh.

Passengers urged to check before they travel during Crewe

Passengerstravelling between Crewe and Chester are being advised to check
before they travel this August during the next phase of a multi-million-pound
railway bridge renewal. Network Rail is investing £5.7m as part of Britain’s
Railway Upgrade Planto completelyreplace ‘Boulderstonesbridge’in Crewe.
The original bridge carrying the A530 Middlewich Road over the railway was
removed in June. Now the railway must be closed for nine days between
Saturday 15 and Monday 24 August while the new bridge is built. The closure
will mean changes to journeys, with diversions and rail replacement buses
In operation.

So people know what to expectinadvance, Network Railisurging passengers
to plan ahead by visiting www.nationalrail.co.uk.

Oluwole Osunneye, scheme project manager for Network Rail, said: “This
essential Railway Upgrade Plan work will bring the crossing over the railway
up to modern standards making it safe and reliable for both traffic above
and rail passengers below. This next important phase involves building the
new bridge and can only be done safely by entirely closing the railway. I’d
urge anyone planning to travel between Chester and Crewe between 15-
24 August to plan their journey now at National Rail Enquiries. We are very
grateful for the patience of rail passengers and road users in Crewe while we
completely renew this bridge - reducing traffic and train delays in the years
to come”

Gus Dunster, executive director of operations at Avanti West Coast, said: “As
Network Rail carry out vital works between Crewe and Chester, there will

OnJuly25th,Class66 702 workingthe01:42 Trafford
Park to Southampton Western Docks modal passes
through Andover. Freight being diverted via the
Laverstock curve and Andover due to engineering

A new shop and upgraded toilet

facilities are part of £3m of
improvementsplannedforlpswich
railway station.

Work is due to start this month
on a scheme to relocate the
ticket office, install more ticket
machines, create space for a new
shop, refurbish and relocate the
toilets and upgrade staff facilities.

At the same time, the station will
be rewired to provide modern,
sustainable lighting and power.

The work is the second and final
phase of a project to improve the

station for customers.

Three years ago, Greater Anglia

invested £2 million in a host

be alterationsto ourservicesto and from Chesterand Holyhead
between 15 - 23 August. During this time some journeys may
take longer or involve a rail replacement service. We strongly
recommend you make a reservation, plan your journey in
advance and check the National Rail Enquiries and Avanti West
Coast websites before travelling.”

Diversionsandrailreplacementbuseswill bein placeduringthe
nine-day railway closure, including: Avanti West Coast services
to and from Holyhead being diverted between Chester and
Crewe, extending journey times. Fewer services than normal
running between Chester and Crewe. Rail replacement services
will also operate in both directions between Crewe and Chester

James Price, CEO Transport for Wales, said: “We’re pleased
that our colleagues in Network Rail are making network
infrastructure improvements. Please could all our customers
ensure that they check online for any changes in services and
timetable adjustments. We’ll be providing rail replacement
buses and we’re sorry for any inconvenience that this may
cause.”

This major bridge replacement follows the successful £11m
bridge refurbishment scheme of another railway bridge in
Crewe at Sydney Road in September last year.

of improvements including a
complete refurbishment of the
existing foyer and ticket hall to
create more space during busy
periods, the creation of a large
airport-style waiting room as well
as more comfortable seats with
plug points for charging electronic
devices

Additional ticket machines were
installed and more shops and
retail outlets including Starbucks
and Greggs opened at the station.

The station forecourt was
revamped, in partnership with
Suffolk County Councilandlpswich
Borough Council with a much-
improved layout, including better
walking routes for pedestrians,
improvedbusinterchangefacilities

Improvement work to start at lpswich station

and better segregation of access
between taxis and drop off/meet
and greet facilities

Simone Bailey, Greater Anglia’s
Asset Management Director, said:
“We’re pleased to be starting the
final phase of work at Ipswich
station.

“There will be minimal impact to
customers while the work takes
place. It is due to be completed
next summer.

“Last year, around 3.5 million
people used the station, so we’re
pleased to improve facilities for
customers who are currently
travellingand those who will travel
again in the future.”

railway bridge overhaul
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Did you KnOW - Ken Mumford

Some more of the nations oddities this month:
Dugald Drummond was

Locomotive Superintendent of:- North British Railway 1875 - 1882
Caledonian Railway 1882 - 1890
Then went to Australia for four years
L.SW.R.[C.M.E.] 1895-1912

Maunsell’s plan

R. E. L. Maunsell’s first duty on becoming C.M.E. of the South Eastern and Chatham Railway in 1913 (until
1922) was to provide plenty of power for the boat expresses (which were becoming more and more heavy)
as well as for the Folkstone and Hastings commuter trains operating from Charing Cross. There were
severe weight restrictions, thus the loco had to be a 4-4-0. A design prepared by Wainwright (C.M.E. Of the
aforementioned railway between 1899 and 1913) was slightly modified by Maunsell with Beyer Peacock
building 12 and A. Borsig of Berlin 10 - the latter arrived in our country partially dismantled just before the
start of WW1 with the German fitters supervising their erecting at Ashford.

LNER designs

The L.N.E.R. Gresley designed 3-cylinder D49 class (introduced in 1927) had conjugate valve gear, but as
the cylinders were three in line, this gear was fitted behind the cylinders instead of, as in Gresley’s Pacifics,
in front of them. Originally these locos were known as the Shire class Six of this D49 class were fitted with
Lentz poppet valves with oscillating cams operated by Walschaerts gear - they were not very satisfactory an
altered to piston valves in 1938. In 1929 Gresley equipped two D49 locos with rotary cam Lentz valves with
further 1932 built locos also having this form of steam distribution. These new locos were named after Hunts
and two of the Shire locos had their names changed to those of Hunts so that the whole series of rotary cam
locos became known as the Hunt class (D49/2). The D49 class story continues with two of the Hunt class
(62763 and 62764) being experimentally fitted with Reidinger R.C. valve gear. The Schools class [S.R. class
V] were introduced by Maunsell in 1930 when the 4-4-0 wheel arrangement was almost universally regarded
as obsolete. But at one time they regularly worked 360 ton trains on a 116 minute schedule for 108 miles on
4,000 gallons of water.

Kings Cross Shed

Kings Cross shed never found any LNER locomotive to outclass the N2 0-6-2Ts on the difficult task of battling
with the gradient past Kings Cross Goods with the empties of the overnight sleeper,which was a perennial
worry,to the local operators, especially in winter -Kings Cross shed eventually concluded that the ideal horse
for the job would have been one of the GWR eight-coupled tanks - but it never got its hands on any - and if
they had been able to get their hands on some, would there have been clearance snags?
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Join the Spa Valley Railway in Tunbridge Wells on
Saturday 12 September 2020 for a Ploughman’s Lunch
on board one of their wonderful restored steam trains.
Tuck into a Ploughman’s Lunch on a steam train service
from Tunbridge Wells West to Groombridge. Travel
through the glorious High Weald countryside from the
comfort of a beautifully restored coach whilst enjoying
a freshly prepared lunch which will include Starter, Main
and Dessert!

Arrive at Tunbridge Wells West from 14:00 to board the
train in good time prior to departure for Groombridge at
14:30. To assist with social distancing each Ploughman’s
Lunch package will already be on the tables prior to
departure. Upon arrival at Groombridge, passengers can
either remain on the train whilst the steam locomotive
runs around or take a walk along Groombridge Station,
which has wide platform perfect for viewing the steam
engine.

Ploughman’s Plus Menu:
Starter

Homemade Tomato Soup

Main(s) - Three different options

Hand Carved Home Baked Honey Glazed Ham Served
with Mild Mustard Pickle

OR

Mature Vintage Cheddar & Stilton Served with Apple
Chutney

OR

Aubergine, Tomato and Courgette Stack (Vegan)
Dessert

HomemadeEaton Mess (Build Your Own) MiniMeringues,

Mixed Berries, Belgium Chocolate Drops, Raspberry
Sauce and Cream

Valley re-opens with Lunch, Cream Tea or

Fish and Chips options

Afternoon Tea is back at the Spa Valley Railway later
this year. The Spa Valley Railway in Tunbridge Wells will
again be offering traditional afternoon tea on board one
of its fabulous steam train on 6 September 2020.
Thetrainwillleave TunbridgeWellsWestforGroombridge
at 14:30 and on the return journey passengers can
enjoy their afternoon tea. The train will arrive back at
Tunbridge Wells West at approximately 15:30. There will
be a break at Groombridge to view the steam locomotive
and access the station. Each afternoon tea basket will
already be on the tables along with cups, plates and hot
water to make tea as you desire! Classic Afternoon Tea
for 2 including the return train journey is £70. A table of
4 is £140.

Afternoon Tea Menu:

Three finger sandwiches with fillings:

Smoked Salmon with Cracked Black Pepper & Lemon
Free Range Egg Mayonnaise with Rocket

Baked Ham & Wholegrain Mustard

Sausage Roll or Cheese Puff

Scone with Jam & Clotted Cream

Afternoon Tea Cakes

Chocolate & Raspberry Slice

Lemon Meringue Cheesecake

Fruit & Cream filled Tartlet

Mini Shortbread Biscuit
A selection of teas or coffees

Post Lockdown Fish & Chip Lunches and Cream Teas in
August. Fish and Chip Lunches on board a Stream Train
on 29, 30 & 31 August 2020. The Spa Valley Railway in
Tunbridge Wells is delighted to announce that it can
once again offer its popular Fish and Chip Lunch trains
following a period of closure due to COVID-19. The
carriages have been adapted to be COVID secure and
to ensure Social Distancing can be maintained. It is
essential that all services are booked in advance.

There will be a choice of Cod & Chips, Plain Sausage &
Chips, Gluten-Free Battered Cod & Chips, Veggie Burger
& Chips followed by a delicious slice of Victoria Sponge
Cake.

Passengers can join the train from 12 noon at Tunbridge
Wells West and at 12:30 the train will set off for
Groombridge. Whilst on board enjoy a freshly prepared
Fish and Chip lunch on the return trip. Trains will arrive
back at Tunbridge Wells West for approximately 13:30.
There will be a break at Groombridge to leave the train
and look around the charming station and see the steam
locomotive up close.

The cost for a fish and chip lunch and a train journey will
be £20 for adults and £14 for children aged 2-14.

Cream Tea on board a Steam Train on 29, 30 & 31 August
2020. The railway is also able to offer advance booking
for its cream tea service. Join the train from 14:00 at
Tunbridge Wells West and at 14:30 the train will set off
for Groombridge. During the journey passengers can
enjoy a Cream Teaon thereturn trip. Thetrain will return
to Tunbridge Wells West for approximately 15:30. There
will be a break at Groombridge offering the ideal time
to take a closer look at the steam locomotive and the
picturesque Groombridge station.

Each traditional cream tea will include a large sultana
scone, clotted cream, jam and a cup of tea. The costof a
cream tea and a train journey will be £20 for adults and
£14 for children aged 2-15.

The railway’s commercial manager Jonnie Pay said:
“We are delighted to be able to bring back our popular
afternoon tea trains which were previously cancelled
due to Covid 19. We have been successfully operating
afternoon tea trains on our railway for many years and
they help to raise vital funds to keep our railway running
for all to enjoy.”

To book any of these and find out more visit www.
spavalleyrailway.co.uk

On the day of your visit you MUST have your eTickets
available to show either in a printout or on a mobile
device.

Spa Valley Railway reopens to visitors on August Bank
Holiday. Book now for an August Bank Holiday Steam
Train ride on the Spa Valley Railway! The railway, which
is just a short walk from the Pantiles in Tunbridge Wells,
will be returning steam to the High Weald on 29th, 30th &
31st August with trains departing from Tunbridge Wells
West at 10:30, 12:30 and 14:30 for a return journey to
Groombridge. It is just £40 for a private compartment of
up to 6 people to travel on board a steam hauled train
through the glorious Kent and Sussex countryside!

At Groombridge, thanksto the picturesque and spacious
station,everyonewillbeabletoseetheSteamlocomotive
up close from the platform and enjoy a drink or ice
cream from the station kiosk. The railway’s commercial
manager said “Our railway is entirely run by volunteers
and relies on passengers to bring in enough revenue
to maintain the heritage railway for all to enjoy. It has
been a very difficult time, and we hope passengers will
come and support us on August bank holiday so that we
can continue to run trains for the remainder of the year
including our popular Santa Specials in December.”

Trains depart from Tunbridge Wells West only for
passengers that have booked in advance. High Rocks
Station is closed and Groombridge Station will only
be accessible to those arriving by train. It will not be
possible to start or break your journey at Groombridge.
The £40 price is for train travel for one return trip for up
to 6 people.

Advanced Bookingis essential at www.spavalleyrailway.
co.uk
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Steam trains have resumed on the award-winning
Swanage Railway for the first time since mid-March -
with Norden station re-opening to the public while Corfe
Castle, Harman’s Cross and Herston stations remain
closed.

The move comes as the Swanage Railway, in Dorset’s
Isle of Purbeck, continues its ‘Save Our Service’ (S.0.S.)
Appealto raise £360,000 to help the popular heritageline
—~whichhasbeenrebuiltfromnothingsince1976-survive
in the wake of the economic effects of Coronavirus.

Steam trains began operating a non-stop service
between Swanage and Norden stations from Saturday,
18 July, 2020, with thetrains not stopping at Corfe Castle,
Harman’s Cross and Herston Halt.

HARMAN'S CROSS &

STEAM TRAINS resumed and NORDEN
STATION re-opened with CORFE CASTLE,
HERSTON STATIONS closed

Monday July 20th saw Norden station re-
opentothe publicfor passengers starting
theirjourneyfrom Nordenstationwhichis
located next to Dorset Council’s Purbeck
Park car park off the A351 Wareham to
Corfe Castle road.

The steam locomotive hauling the trains
was late 1920s-built Southern Railway U
class No. 31806 which used to haul trains
to Corfe Castle and Swanage during the
1950s.

The resumption of steam trains and the
opening of Norden station will see the
health of passengers and railway staff still
protected with socially distanced queuing
at Swanage and Norden stations, socially
distanced assigned seating on trains and
the wearing of face coverings.

The non-stop train service departs
Swanage station at 10.30am, 12.00 noon,
1.30pm and 3pm for the return trip to
Norden.

While a socially distanced Swanage

station shop is open, subject to volunteer

availability, when trains are running, the
catering outlets at Swanage and Norden stations remain
closed.

Passengers are being encouraged to book in advance for
the trains via the Swanage Railway’s website at www.
swanagerailway.co.uk.

Swanage Railway chairman Gavin Johns said: “I am
delighted to see the return of steam locomotives on
our trains and the re-opening of Norden station so that
visitors can book a day out at the seaside confident in
the knowledge that they will be safe.

“We are gaining confidence in operating and helping our
customers to remain safe so we are bringing back steam
locomotives to haul our trains and re-opening Norden
station for the first time since mid-March, 2020.

“Everyone intending to travel must have a ticket and
seat reservation to ensure social distancing can be
maintained. Customers are expected to have face
coverings unless there are health grounds not to do so.
Full details can be found on our website.

“We are pleased with the progress we are making with
re-starting train services after the enforced closure due
to the Covid-19 lockdown. Our risk assessment has
proven its worth, ensuring that customers and staff can
confidently travel with us to enjoy the Swanage Railway
and the magnificent Purbeck countryside.

“We are continuing to look at the practicality of re-
opening Corfe Castle station and hope to be able to
make announcements concerning this station in due
course,” added Mr Johns who is a volunteer signalman
on the Swanage Railway.

As of Tuesday, 14 July, 2020, the Swanage Railway’s
‘Save Our Service’ (S.0.S.) Appeal had raised £238,937
towards the target of £360,000.

Gavin Johns explained: ““The Swanage Railway still has
considerable work to do to ensure that the impact that
the Coronavirus lockdown has had on our finances can
be managed to ensure survival to 2021.

“The summer train service - first hauled by heritage
diesellocomotives and now steam-isbutone partofour
survival plan. Continuing to raise awareness and funds
through our ‘Save Our Service (S.0.S.) Appeal campaign,
we are very grateful and humbled by the support that
we are receiving from the public,” he added.

The Swanage Railway last ran its public steam train
service on the weekend of 14 and 15 March, 2020.

To make a ‘Save Our Service’ donation by PayPal, a Fast
Payment through Internet banking or by a cheque in the
post, visit www.saveourservice.co.uk while donations
can also be made via the Swanage Railway’s Facebook

page.

Photos: ©Andrew P.M. Wright
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English Electric Type 4 later to become Class
40 No. 358 stands alongside Deltic Class 55 No.
9006 ‘The Fife & Forfar Yeomanry’ at Haymarket
Depot on August 28th 1971.
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