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Front cover
Midland mainline HST power car
43066 on hire to virgin waits at
Stafford with the return trip from
Newquay to Man vic. on 19/8/06.
Class 47

About the magazine

Railtalk is the new monthly

magazine from Railtalk forums. It
concentrates on you as a !
photographer. The magazine will A . 1

LEVEL CROSSINGS><CDONT RUN THERISK <=7

also hold all the site and forum
news. Thanks Robert (head of
news), James (head of freight
news) and Andy (editor).

Picture submissions
Pictures can be entered through
the forum, or by email us at
entries@railtalk.net

Site/forum
For more information please
contact any admin on railtalk.

Railtalk.net

Railtalk.net/forum

Above: 31107 pictured here on the back of a low loader. It had just arrived from Barrow Hill for the filming the next
day. Dave Dawson
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Above: 37029 + 47839 approach the a red on the down fast through Crewe station. They both worked up from York with the sandite tanks and 37029 returned after
the weekend to replace the 47 on driver training. Andy Patten
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Welcome

Welcome to this launch issue of the Railtalk magazine. I'm sure most people receiving this magazine are
well aware of the Railtalk site and forums and know that between the team a lot of work goes towards
making Railtalk a good well functioning forum and making the site

Presentable, and full of up to date and good quality

information.

Now we have launched the magazine scheme which aims to bring everyone up to date with the events
and happenings of the modern railways in Britain € Railtalk although well

established does not have the facilities to get news from every

region of the country, so if you witness anything you judge to be worth a mention in the next Railtalk
magazine, please

contact any administrator on their RAILTALK e-mail address.

Robert: swt450@railtalk.net
Andy: admin@railtalk.net
James: 73201 @railtalk.net
Forum:

On the forum at the moment, we are looking at staffing and deciding when and weather any extra staff
members as

moderators would be necessary. We believe that the forum community is a weII working and quite
functional family in which everyone can have their say and be fully ;

accepted on to the forum.

If you feel as though you don't know enough about the railway, you
can easily get a dutor6to help inform you about anything you want to
know. The tutors are the admin team, although if other members have
outstanding knowledge about a certain area, they will help you. We
can make arrangements for

people with difficulties and because we have such a friendly community, we like to know people by name
and keep

everyone talking to each other.

| would now like to take the time to thank
everyone that has been evolved it the site
and forum. Especially to the admin and
moderation team. SWT 450, 73201, class 47,

| would like to thank personally, Rob, James
and Andy for all there hard work in producing
this first issue. If you want it to continue, then
please let us know, we are already accepting
contributions for forthcoming issues.

David Dawson. Thank you for all the pictures
that have been sent in by members for the
site. All pictures can be send to
entries@railtalk.net or post on the forum.

Railtalk is here to provide you with a platform
for your pictures and thoughts, please use it.
dave36
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Pictures - Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway

Above: Visiting Class 20 D8142 from the Llangollen Railway, running around its train at Cheltenham Racecourse station at the G&WR diesel gala.
Brian Battersby

Bellow: 73129 runs round at Cheltenham racecourse in great light. As you can see the name plate has been removed and the paint work is not at
its best anymore. Andy Patten
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Franchises and Companies

One of the many railway terms is the ~ 1' L, ‘4‘ W~7 —TA—
word FRANCHISEé a lot of people non- ’-__ ‘\ “;.,vAV‘ /
rail enthusiasts would assume that their ' | .

local train

operating company is there and will
remain there. This is not the case!

The word new franchise makes any train
operating company probably quite scared g
é but why?

The answer is simple! Train operating companies are owned by other

parent companies € for example Stagecoach owns South West Trains and National
Express owns Silverlink. By boarding a train operated by Silverlink trains, you may not
believe it is owned by the same company that run bus services between many areas in the
UK.

Franchises are lengths of time where a company owns a region.

Franchises suggest regions € for example the East Anglia franchise is now under the
control of national express and has been for approximately 5 years now. The South
Western franchise is shortly to be announced (i.e. the parent company who will run the
services is announced). Although all this sounds good, it is quite common to see
companies suddenly disappear. They can disappear and reappear which FIRST seem very
good at doing...

(FIRST Great Easter® FIRST Great
Western) or they can simply disappear
€ e.g. Anglia! Franchises can be good
or bad depending on what you locally as
§ passengers gain or loose!

| hope this page has provided some
information and interest
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Pictures

Above: 50049 Defiance returns in good afternoon light as it passes St. Ishmael working 1B97, for the last time of 2006. Jonathan Lewis

Bellow: ‘Large Prairie' 5199 complete with a full rake of Chocolate & Cream coaches pauses at Berwyn on the Llangollen railway Autumn Steam
Gala. Dave Dawson
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