Issue 172

Railtalk Magazine January 202

ISSN 1736 - 5030




Contact Us Content

Editor: Andy Patten
editor@railtalkmagazine.co.uk

Pg 2-Welcome

Pg 4 -Charter Scene
Charter Scene
charter.scene@railtalkmagazine.co.uk Pg 29 - Pictures
The Nosh Report
nosh.report@railtalkmagazine.co.uk

Pg 118 - News and Features

Pg 132 - Did you Know
Content Submissions
entries@railtalk.net Pg 133 - Different View

Technical & Subscription Support Pg 135 - Preserved/Industrial
admin@railtalk.net
Pg 137 - From the Archives

Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the Photographic Contributions

Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join All Photographic contributions should to be sent
the team. We are always looking for talented to us via email, post or via the members section
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk. page on our website. Contact addresses are
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a provided above.
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributionsto the  Allimages should be provided at a resolution of

magazine however big or small. at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

Well I don’t even know where to start
this month. Another lockdown, rail
servicesslashedduetolowpassenger
numbers, horrible cold weather!. |
think that | will hibernate till at least
March. Anyway, we can report that
there have been a few decent days
of sunshine and even some snow
which seems to have enticed several
contributors to engage in well timed
walks!.

Some potentially very bad news
this month with the announcement
that Highways England has plans
to demolish more than a hundred
structures on disused railways and
prevent future railway re-openings.

Responsibility for non-operational
railway land was transferred to the
DepartmentforTransport’sHighways
AgencyandthentoHighwaysEngland
after the British Railways Board had
been finally wound up in 2013. Many
structures, particularly bridges, must
stillbe maintained for safety reasons,
even though they are no longer on
active railway routes, and Highways
England is currently planning to
remove 134 of these structures to
reduce the risks they present, but
the plan has been criticised by
campaigners because it could make
futurere-openingslesslikelyandalso
block heritage trails used by cyclists
and walkers. The campaigners say
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Highways England has already
been infilling some bridges since
it took over responsibility for the
Historical Railways Estate. One of
them, at Chilcompton in Somerset,
has blocked a future extension to
a line operated by the Somerset
& Dorset Railway Heritage Trust
despite, it is claimed, Mendip District
Council having a policy that protects
the former trackbed. Attracting an
annual budget of around £10 million,
the HRE is generally inspected
annually and repaired on a ‘reactive’
basis, maintenance being carried
out only where it is needed for safety
reasons. In a 2016 report Highways
England made clear its preference
to ‘significantly reduce the level of
liability and risk to the HE and Df T’ by
stepping up demolition and infilling.
The number of structures within
the Estate would be reduced by
between 10 and 15 per cent, or up to
480 structures. One campaigner has
described these plans as ‘finishing
off what Dr Beeching started’.

In other news, the last train on the
Isle of Wight formed of redundant
London Underground tube stock
was on January 3rd, bringing to
an end an era which goes back to
1967. After permission to close the
last surviving line on the island
between Ryde and Shanklin had

been refused, British Rail electrified
the route and imported trains of ex-
London Transport ‘standard’ tube
stock, which had been built in 1927.
This small fleet stayed in service
until 1989, when it was replaced
by slightly newer trains which had
come into service in London just
before the Second World War. They
will be replaced in March by more
former London Underground trains,
but these will be Vivarail Class 484
units. These are based on retired D78
subsurface stock which ran for many
years on the District Line and has
been extensively updated by Vivarail,
gainingtoiletsand wheelchairspaces
forthefirsttimeandalsoaconversion
from four- to three-rail working.

And finally the first intercity train
in Britain to use batteries is to be
developed by Hitachi and Eversholt
Rail, for trial service on the Great
Western Main Line. The train will be
a conversion of an existing bi-mode
five car GWR Intercity Express, and
will be able to use electricity from
overhead lines, diesel fuel or battery
power.

Thanks for all the photos sent in this
month, we really appreciate the time
taken to send them to us.

Until next month, stay safe.

Andy
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Once again many thanks to
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of putting this magazine together
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‘Braunton’climbstowards Acton Bridge station

with ‘The Pennine Moors Christmas Explorer’ ' VI

on December 17th. R "5 H q ;
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‘Braunton’ passes Rishton whilst working cll Kl K e M

the 1787 14:37 Blackburn - Birmingham s |

Internationalreturn charteron December 17th. -y "

Southern West Country Class No. 34046
‘Braunton’ is pictured between Bamber Bridge
and Hoghton with the 1785 09:45 Birmingham
International - Blackburn charteron December
17th.




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 6

Charter Scene Saphos Trains
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Charter Scene Saphos Trains
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Charter Scene Saphos Trains
The Christmas White Rose
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Charter Scene Saphos Trains
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Charter Scene Saphos Trains
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Charter Scene Saphos Trains
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Charter Scene Intercity

The Royal Scot
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Upgrade to Avanti West Coast Voyager fleet now complete

Avanti West Coast partner with Bombardier to complete refresh of entire
Voyager fleet

Avanti West Coast rolled out its final upgraded Voyager train on December
17th marking the end of a six-month overhaul programme.

The £8.3m investment was completed at Bombardier’s depot in Ilford, east
London, despite the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, with customers
already benefitting from the trains’ revitalised interiors.

The refresh of the 20 trains includes new Standard Class seats covers and
carpets aswellas arevamped toilet area. All older lighting has been replaced
with more energy efficient LEDs.

The interior bodyside and ceiling panels in Vestibules, toilets and Standard
Class saloons have also been refinished in either paint or vinyl wraps. The
door grab handles have been coated with an anti-microbial finish.

On December 12th, Class 390 155
stands at Crewe working a service

Avanti West Coast Senior Project Manager, Adrian Bullock, explained:
“This investment has delivered a step change to the Voyager’s onboard
environment. Our customers will really notice the difference. It’s given the
trains a new lease of life, and they will continue to serve our customers for
the next two years with great distinction.”

The 20 Voyagers operate over the non-electrified sections of the West Coast
Main Line in addition to running from London to Scotland, via the West
Midlands. They will remain in service until 2022 when Avanti West Coast
will introduce a fleet of new Hitachi Class 805 and 807 trains.

Eric Holmes, Head of UK Services, Bombardier Transportation said; “We are
very pleased to have completed this project for our friends at Avanti West
Coast. The team at our llford facility have performed exceptionally well,
despitethechallenge of COVID-19,and havedelivered a high quality product
on time and on budget. We are all proud of what we have delivered to our
customer.”



Avanti West

Coast

Class 390 114 sweeps through Winwick, with
the 11:55 Glasgow to London Euston service
on a breezy but sunny December 27th.
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West Coast Partnership announce research collaboration with the University of Leeds

West Coast Partnership to invest £1m plus as part of
The University of Leeds’ plans for The Institute for
High Speed Rail and System Integration, to drive High
Speed rail advancements.

West Coast Partnership (WCP) has announced aresearch
tie-in with the University of Leeds with an investment
worth more than £1 million to deliver advancements
in High Speed Rail. The university and WCP will also
collaborate onthelaunch of The Institute for High Speed
Rail and System Integration. When fully operational, the
Institute will be capable of simulating the conditions
found on busy rail networks, the findings of which will
play a key part in the shaping of HS2 services.

The research will focus on:

Automatic Train Operation and European Train Control
System - technologies, which include signalling, to keep
trains operating safely.

Passenger movement on trains and in stations.

Full scale testing of rolling stock and their system
Integration.

Driver training and simulation

Passenger experience

Caroline Donaldson, Managing Director at West Coast
Partnership Development, said: “We are at the start of
a huge technological revolution on the West Coast Main
Line, in addition to HS2 which will transform services
between the nation’s biggest cities. We couldn’t be
more excited to be partnering with the Institute for High-
Speed Rail and System Integration. Their highly-skilled
research engineers and scientists will be key to ensuring
we make the very most of the very latest leading edge
technology to drive a real step change in high speed rail
operations.

The cutting-edgefacilities at the Institute for High-Speed
Rail and System Integration include:

A specially designed vehicle testing rig - in effect, a
rolling track that can test trains and carriages at speeds
up to 250 mph. Using a tilting platform, it will be able to
simulate bends, ascents and descents.

An infrastructure testing facility that will be able to
re-create the enormous forces that are generated on
tracks, ballast and embankments by conventional and
high-speed trains. It will allow engineers to significantly
cut the time it takes to design and test new track and
support structures.

A system-integration laboratory that will measure

how well different railway technologies - power, track,
signals and customer information services - operate as
an integrated whole to reduce delays.

The Institute’s director, Professor Peter Woodward, said:
“The Institute was designed to speed up the time it takes
to get new innovative ideas introduced to the railway -
and to ensure that when they are brought into service,
they work as intended. Our founding philosophy is to
work closely with the rail industry, and | am excited that
we areforming aresearch partnership with a partnership
that will be shaping the UK rail industry for decades to
come.”

Work has started on building the Institute for High-
Speed Rail and System Integration on a site next to
the Leeds Enterprise Zone, on the south eastern edge
of the city. The Institute will form a key part of a wider
strategy involving Leeds City Council and West Yorkshire
Combined Authority/ Leeds City Region Enterprise
Partnership to develop a UK centre of excellence for rail
engineering in the Leeds City Region.
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Class 390 127 passes a snowy Heaton Chapel
working the 11:15 Manchester Piccadilly to
London Euston service on December 29th.
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Avanti West Coast gives customers option to donate Delay Repay compensation to charity

Customers eligible for Delay Repay can now donate
their compensation to Avanti West Coast’s charity
partner, Action for Children.

Customerstravellingon theinter-city operator’s services
who are eligible for Delay Repay - a scheme to claim
compensation when a journey is delayed by 15 minutes
or more — can now request all of their compensation to
be donated to the children’s charity.

When claiming Delay Repay, customers can select how
they wish to receive compensation. The addition of
‘donation’ as an option means the money, which is the
equivalenttoallor partoftheticket costfortheirdelayed
journey, is sent directly to Action for Children.

Customers registered for Automatic Delay Repay can
decide when to donate, by changing the fulfilment
method at the time of accepting their reimbursement.

Action for Children protects and supports children and
young people, providing practical and emotional care
and support. This latest initiative is part of Avanti West
Coast’s work with the charity to support young people
on their journey to better mental health.

Donations to the charity will help to deliver their mental
health programmes, which are designed to help equip
young people and their parents in the UK with the skills
and the confidence to care for their wellbeing, and get
help when they need it.

Joanna Buckley, Community Manager at Avanti West
Coast, said: “We want to make a difference to the
communities we serve and connect young people to
opportunity, so we are proud to be supporting the work
of Action for Children through our Delay Repay scheme.

“While we strive to deliver the best possible experience,
we are committed to ensuring our customers are
compensated when their journey is delayed by 15
minutes or more and this latest initiative allows them to
donate their compensation to help others local to our
route. The kindness of our customers will help Action
for Children to deliver their mental health programmes,
which are more vital than ever with the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic.”

Ermelinda Ceci, Senior Corporate Development
Executive for Action for Children, said: “We areincredibly
grateful to Avanti West Coast for setting up this initiative.
Our frontline workers tell us the crisis has damaged the
mental health of over three-quarters of the children and
young people they support, with some experiencing
night terrors, bed-wetting, self-harm and outbursts of
anger, so it’s crucial they receive support as early as
possible. All donations will ensure Action for Children
can be a lifeline for those young people and give them
the tools they need to be able to cope. Together, thanks
to these generous customer donations, we will support
even more young people on their journey to better
mental health.”
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Colas Rail

The South Rail Systems Alliance (SRSA) mobilised from
Marlow Station, Buckinghamshire, for a two-week
possession from mid to late November, where they had
the job of renewing 4020 yards of track.

In the same two-week period, the team were also given
the arduous task of renewing the track through two level
crossings and seven user crossings as well as upgrading
the platform/train interface along Marlow’s Station
platform to improve passenger access to trains.

Due to the renewals being situated on a single line
with a terminus (dead-end) station, only accessible
from another terminus station with a turn-back facility,
engineering trains were limited in length to just two
wagons; normal operating procedure would be 20 to 30
wagons long per train. Consequently, to address this

On December 15th, Class 70 813
arrives in the down goods loop at
Hellifield working a Mountsorrel -
Carlisle ballast train.

SRSA MODERNISE MARLOW TRACKS

challenge the team created two large compounds to
house the materials which included:

454 60ft CEN56 Rails

678 Concrete G44 Sleepers
5505 550H Steel Sleepers
7500 tonnes of ballast

448 welds

8700 yards of scrap rail
6090 scrap sleepers

1550 tonne of spoil

Over the course of the possession, the construction was
separated into two halves, with one end of the renewal
being scrapped out and renewed with Colas Rail UK’s
Kirow 250 and the other half scrapped out with Road-Rail
Vehicles (RRVs) and installed with Panel Lifters provided

by McCulloch.

Thetrackrenewalsthroughleveland usercrossings were
completed within 12-hour road closures set overnight to
minimise disruption to the local community.

To complete the excavations and bottom ballast
installation, 13 tonne dumpers with the ability to spin
360 degrees were used in collaboration with the RRVs
and bulldozers. The top stone was installed by Network
Rail’s auto-hopper wagons, which were re-loaded from
the large compounds with loading shovels.

Speaking aboutthe success ofthe project, Network Rail’s
Programme Director, Brian Paynter said “Well done to
everyone who was involved in either the planning or the
execution of these works over the last two weeks.

“When you originally planned these works, there wasn’t
a pandemic planned and some of the site access hurdles
and logistical material challenges you have encountered
have made it an even more impressive achievement.
A very difficult site expertly delivered fully welded and
fully stressed.”

The works were completed within the two-week
possession and was handed back to the client on time
and without incident.

The SRSA is comprised of Colas Rail UK, Network Rail
and AECOM.
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Class 66 782 with the 6594 Wembley - Carlisle
china clay is seen having just crossed the Mersey
at Walton on December 17th.
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GBRf unveils new Intermodal Service in partnership with MSC

GB Railfreight are delighted to announce the start
of an additional intermodal service, which began on
November 18th.

Theservice,which operatesto the Portof Liverpoolfrom
the East Midlands is in partnership with Mediterranean
Shipping Company (UK) Ltd and will run five times a
week.

Despite the economic turmoil brought about by
COVID-19, GBRf have successfully continued making
inroads into the Intermodal market with this being
GBRf’s 21st Intermodal service to date. It also shows
the resilience and flexibility of the GBRf business model

which is built on robust relationships even in times of
uncertainty.

In addition, with climate change front and centre of the
political agenda, this announcement is further proof of
GBRf’s commitment to moving more and more goods in
a sustainable way. This is because GBRf are committed
to increasing the amount of goods and materials
transported via rail freight, reducing emissions and
delivering a more sustainable logistics solution.

John Smith, Managing Director of GB Railfreight, said:
“We are delighted to have begun services between the
East Midlands and the Port of Liverpool. Despite

the economic challenges we all face, GB Railfreight
continues to grow as a business, and we are showing
ourselves to be leaders in the field of innovation and a
customer delivery. | couldn’t be prouder to unveil our
newest intermodal service - proof we are the industry’s
most trusted intermodal carrier. | cannot thank MSC
enough for allowing us to establish and launch a new
service for them. We look forward to developing this
partnership evenfurtherinthe monthsandyears ahead.

GBRf prides itself on being supportive and committed
to long standing and inspiring partnerships. We like to
be challenged. We are delighted to be working with our
customer MSC, Peel Ports and Maritime Transport

in delivering a new intermodal service into the Port of
Liverpool- one which will see 20,000 lorry journeys off
our roads.”

Jonathan Burke, Operations Director at MSC UK said:
“Weareverypleasedtoannouncethat,togetherwithour
partners,we havelaunchedthefirstdailyintermodalrail
connection between the Port of Liverpool and the East
Midlands. This new service enhances our nationwide
port and intermodal network, further strengthening
the breadth of our offering to clients whilst helping to
reduce carbon emissions.”
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Class 66 741 is seen crossing Sankey Viaduct on
December 29th.
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GbB Railfreight and Wascosa to supply innovative modular wagons for Infrastructure services

On December 17th, GB Railfreight (GBRf) and Wascosa
unveiled anewpartnershiptosupplyinnovativemodular
wagons for UK Rail Infrastructure services. GBRf, one of
the UK’s fastest growing transport companies, is joining
forces with the Lucerne-based company Wascosa.

Through this partnership, GB Railfreight and Wascosa
willundertake a wagon leasing contract with UK railway
network owner and infrastructure manager, Network
Rail, who will lease these wagons for 10 years, in a move
that will modernise their existing systems. Wascosa will
own and provide a total of 570 wagons, commissioned
to be built by Greenbrier Europe, a high-end freight
railcar manufacturer. The role of GB Railfreight will be

to maintain the condition of the new wagons, while
also owning and building the modules to be positioned
on the newly developed structures. Of the 570-strong
fleet, there will be: 260 ‘Falcon’ box wagons, used for
possession site work; 50 ‘Big Box’ wagonsforbulk ballast
transportation;and 260 ‘Flat Wagons’, a modularwagon
developed by Wascosa for the carriage of track panels,
sleepers, switches, rails and loose materials. The first of
these wagons and superstructures will be in operation
in late 2021.

The partnership was made possible by GB Railfreight’s
provisionofarangeofinnovative superstructures,which
will be mounted on the fleet of 260 container flats. This

ground-breaking solution for Network Rail embodies
GB Railfreight’s fundamental commitment to creating
innovation as the new standard, and this recent
collaboration positions both companies perfectly for
future resilience and growth in the UK.

Mark Wyborn who concluded the deal for GB Railfreight
said: “For GB Railfreight, being able to collaborate
with the industry to offer a flexible wagon solution to
Network Rail is crucial to be able to deal with supply
chain demands for the future, especially during
uncertain times. Equally as important is modernisation
of infrastructure assets that will last for many years.

GB Railfreight are delighted to have partnered with

Wascosa to lead the way and now in a position to offer
innovative wagon solution to Network Railthat achieves
both modernisation and future wagon supply chain
demands.”

Commenting on the successful outcome Mick Tinsley,
Wascosa’s representative in the UK, said: “This is an
exciting development for Wascosa. We have worked
closely with Network Rail and our partners to jointly
develop a modern, flexible wagon solution that will
support the UK rail infrastructure maintenance and
renewals programmes for many years to come. This
provides us with a sound platform from which to grow
further in the UK.”
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On December8th, Class 66 758 and 66 748 top’n’tail
the 6X33 Old Common to Sims Metals Newport
Docks with Heathrow Express units Nos. 332 012
and 332 005.
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GB Railfreight renew contract with 3Squared for its RailSmart platform

GB Railfreight have announced that it has signed a
contract with digital transport solutions provider,
3Squared, for renewed and expanded use of its award
winning RailSmart software platform.

This renewed three-year contract marks the third
successfulrenewalofthepartnershipbetween3Squared
and GB Railfreight which has continued to develop over
more than half a decade. The renewal further cements
the long-term commitment of both parties to advancing
the use of digital solutions whilst exploring even more
ways to innovate and add value to GB Railfreight.
3Squared and its freight operating client have a shared
commitment to make the UK rail freight sector more

efficient, sustainable and cost effective while keeping
Britain moving through current challenges.

Alfredo Giangregorio, Head of IT at GB Railfreight,
commented: “GB Railfreight first engaged with
3Squared back in 2014 with the introduction of its
Railsmart EDS (Employee Development System), and
they have been instrumental in partnering with us to
deliver our digital roadmap over the last 6 years. Our
latest collaboration, the award winning Railsmart RCM
(Remote Condition Monitoring) provides us real time
locomotive telemetry and alerts, allowing our Control,
Engineering and Operations teams greater asset and
resource management.

| look forward to further collaboration with 3Squared in
the coming years, not only benefiting GB Railfreight but
also the wider rail freight community.”

Tim Jones, Managing Director of 3Squared, added:
“We are delighted to be working with GB Railfreight for
another 3 years. This renewal solidifies a fantastic and
successful partnership. Thislong-termrenewal provides
both parties with a strong platform to continue working
together towards achieving an improved railway.

“This investment from GB Railfreight is a significant
demonstration of its commitments to digitalisation.

Thisis more pertinent than ever considering the current
challenges that our industry faces at present. It is also
testament to the value and benefits our RailSmart
platform delivers for operations when implemented
correctly. We look forward to our continued working
relationship”

RailSmart is an award-winning suite of software
applications that support the operations, safety
and compliance of today’s modern transportation
companies. A platform that turns information into
insight and helps drives efficiencies all across the
business.
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TheShed24HTeaRoomsandCollectablesatHellifield
Station have recently added the nose of Class 37 704
to one of its tea rooms. Besides the memorabilia on
display the cafe serves excellent food and drink in a
friendly and relaxing atmosphere.

Greater Anglia keeping

Greater Anglia is keeping stations squeaky clean including
using powerful fogging guns to sanitise waiting rooms and
toilets. The company’s station cleaning contractor Carlisle
Cleaning Services Ltd has stepped up cleaning since the
pandemic by pressurewashing and deep cleaningstations.

And the hard work is paying off as Greater Anglia has
exceeded cleaning targets set by the Department for
Transport for the past six months.

Between May and October this year, the Department for
Transport set the cleanliness target at 88.2%. And during
that period, the rail operator consistently scored more
than 90% during the monthly audits.

Greater Anglia is assessed on several different criteria
including litter on the platforms, the level of litter in ticket
hall, the cleanliness of public toilets and ticket hall floors.

Martin Moran, Greater Anglia Commercial, Customer
Services and Train Presentation Director, said: “Working
with our cleaning contractor Carlisle Cleaning, we’re doing
everything we possibly can to keep our stations and trains

stations squeaky clean

as clean and sanitised as possible, and we’re thrilled with
these results. Our cleaning teams work around the clock
to make sure areas are clean, tidy and free from litter
so it’s great to see their hard work is paying off. We ask
passengers to please take any rubbish with them when
leaving the train and to use the bins provided at stations.
We will continue to ensure that rail travel is safe for staff
and passengers with an enhanced cleaning regime, on
stations and trains, concentrating on high-touch areas
such as ticket machines, push buttons, grab rails and door
handles.”

Paul Evans, Carlisle Support Services, CEO, said: “I'm
extremely proud of the highly knowledgeable and
dedicated front line operatives and management team
who pride themselves on delivering these superb levels of
cleaning services to our valued client, Greater Anglia.
Throughoutthe Covid-19 pandemic, it has been important
to understand which methods of cleaning deliver fast,
effective results, whilst ensuring environments are
protected safely and efficiently. It’s great to see the
cleanliness targets have been exceeded as a result of the
team and our innovative solutions.”

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Bristol Parkway - Cardiff ‘via Newport’
fares higher than ‘any permitted’

Q: | noticed that there are two sets of fares between
Bristol Parkway (BPW) and Cardiff Central (CDF), both
set by GWR, and that the via Newport ones are higher
than Any Permitted. For those not familiar with the
area, it’s impossible* to make the journey without
going through Newport and all trains stop there.

Eg SDR via Newport £19.50, Any Permitted £15.90
*well, you’d have to via Shrewsbury!

A: It’s the same Ashton and Stalybridge to Sheffield -
Any Permitted is £20.10 for the CDR then £23.20 for the
Via Manchester CDR, and again different fare setters.
To avoid Sheffield, you’d either have to change at Guide
Bridge and Marple, or use the once a week Stalybridge
to Stockport via Denton.

Chiltern ticket machines and fares via Oxford

Q: A few weeks ago | had occasion to travel from
Haddenham & Thame Parkway to Didcot (on a
Saturday afternoon, so the ticket office was closed).
| was surprised to find that the off-peak day single
fare, routed Not London, was £29.50 (BRfares.com
indicates that you can go via London, which must be
several times the distance, for only about 33% more).
Fortunately | was due to have enough time at Oxford
to rebook there, so | was able to reduce the fare to
£12.90%, but | wonder whether if the ticket office had
been open they would have suggested this -- as |
understand it, they don’t have to, but it would seem
that offering only a ridiculously high fare will put
people off travelling. For a simple two-part split with
the same ticket type, a 56% saving seems quite a lot
-- does anyone know of examples of bigger savings?

*ActuallylhaveaNetworkRailcard,butthepercentage
difference is still the same.

My guess was that the through fare is the same as it
was before the curve at Bicester was opened, and is
calculated on the assumption that people will go via
Banbury (or atleastKing’s Sutton), butit appears that
even if you do want to go via Banbury you can do so
for £18.50 by splitting. Does anyone know why

the through fare is so high (something to do with
clustering, maybe?), or whether Chiltern would be
likely to pay any attention to suggestions to change
it? | see that the £6.00 Haddenham-Oxford fare (in
contrast to £28.50 for ‘not via London’) is routed
‘Chiltern only’, which wouldn’t work for destinations
beyond Oxford, rather than ‘via Oxford Parkway’
which would.

The other thing | found was that when | came to
add the railcard discount on the first ticket machine
that | tried, and at an earlier stage on the other one,
the machine appeared at first to be unresponsive.
Normally in my experience, touchscreens respond to
a gentle touch with a fingertip or knuckle, or failing
that firm pressure with a thumb, but the only thing
that worked on this occasion was (I eventually found)
to hitit sharply as if knocking on a door.

A: It’s worse elsewhere in Oxfordshire. From Charlbury
to Princes Risborough, for example, the only fares are
Any Permitted, making an SVR a ludicrous £75.60.

These fares are set by GWR. Their pricing manager
hasn’t,apparently, beentold thatthe Bicestercurveisin
use. There are reasonable fares Didcot (etc) <>Bicester
Town/Village, from the time when Oxford-Bicester was
operated by First Great Western.

The problem appears to be widespread. An example:
The shortest route, by far, between Blackwater, on the
North Downs Line, and Haddenham & Thame Parkway
is via Reading and Oxford. The only fare routeing
available is VIA LONDON and the Off Peak Day Return
is £36.00. As it happens | had to make this journey in
2019 and purchased Blackwater - Oxford, Oxford -
Haddenham & Thame Parkway tickets.

At today’s prices, these are £14.20 + £6.50 = £20.70

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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West Coast’s Class 37 706 and 37 518
pass Bayston Hill with the 6220 07:53
Wigan LIP - Margam TC on December

Greater Anglia transforming liford Depot ready for new trains

A major scheme to prepare llford depot for the arrival of
more of Greater Anglia’s new trains is progressing.

To accommodate the train operator’s longer new trains
and to facilitate their care and maintenance as more
come into service during 2021, the Essex depot - builtin
the late 1940s - is undergoing a series of modifications
and upgrades.

The redevelopment heralds a new era for East Anglia’s
railways, with better facilities to house and maintain
Greater Anglia’s new electric commuter trains being
built by Bombardier.

Special high-level walkways will be installed to give
engineers access for maintenance and repairs - as the

new trains’ have more components on the roof than the
existing trains they are replacing. In addition, the depot
will gain upgraded toilet maintenance facilities, as all
the new trains will have large tanks to collect waste,
rather than emptying it onto the tracks.

The entire redevelopmentis due for completionin 2021,
withanewstorageshed,additionaltrainstablingfacilities
and upgraded carriage wash still to be completed.

Martin Beable, Greater Anglia’s Engineering Director,
said, “The coming months will be an exciting and busy
period as we progress this major project to prepare the
depot for more new trains. At the same time, the team
continues to work hard maintaining and repairing our

existingtrainsto ensure areliable and punctual service.”

ThefirstofGreaterAnglia’sbrand-newelectriccommuter
trains entered passenger service in Essex last month.

Greater Anglia is getting 133 five-carriage commuter
trains made by UK manufacturer Bombardier, which
will mostly runinto London Liverpool Street from Essex,
Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire and Ipswich.

The new five-carriage Class 720 Bombardier AVENTRA
trains, which can be used as five carriage trains or
coupled together to form ten-carriage trains, are longer
with more seats.

They have USB and plug points, fast free wifi, air
conditioning, improved accessibility features including
a disabled toilet on every train, better passenger
information screens and dedicated cycle spaces.

The trains are the first in the UK to have underfloor
heating which works with an overhead heating and
ventilation system to improve passenger comfort and
increase foot room for passengers sitting in window
seats. They also feature regenerative braking which
delivers energy back into the electrical supply network,
rather than wasting the energy, through heat, as is the
case with conventional systems.
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Stone Blower No. DR80302 passes
Stratford working as the 11:19 West
Ealing Plasser Sidings to Romford
Engineers Sidings on December 8th.

New train washer installed at Crown Point depot

Trains in East Anglia are set to sparkle after Greater Anglia
installed a new carriage washer machine at its Crown Point
depot in Norwich. Work started to install the £1.2m carriage
washer in July and it has now been completed, two months
ahead of schedule. It now takes a less than a minute for a three
or four carriage train to pass through the wash.

New train washers are being installed at Southend Victoria
and Crown Point Depot in Norwich, while the washers at
Clacton, Colchester, Ilford depot and Orient Way in London
will be refurbished, as part of a £4m project to improve train
cleaning, as the company introduces new trains.

The new train washers are more efficient and effective, saving
water, energy and time.

Martin Moran, GreaterAnglia’s Commercial, Customer Services
and Train Presentation Director, said: “We are very pleased
to have a new train washer at Crown Point. The old one was
almost 40 years old. The new washers will improve the quality
and standard of train washing, as well as helping to save up
to 10% of the volume of water needed, compared to what was
previously used. Our new trains look great and we want to
keep them looking this way for years to come, which is why
we are heavily investing in cleaning.

We are currently in the process of replacing every single train
in our fleet to make our customers’ journeys easier and more
comfortable. | would like to thank everyone who was involved
in this project.”

CraigPrangley, TaylorWoodrow’sOperationsDirector,said: “We
are proud to have delivered the train washer safely and ahead
of schedule. The work was delivered through a combination of
self-delivery fromthe TaylorWoodrow team and work fromour
specialist subcontractors. Successful completionin such close
proximity to the main line is testament to the collaboration of
everyone involved in bringing this great new facility into use.”

A hand washing regime was put in place to maintain high
standards while the new machine was installed.

The train cleaning upgrade is part of a £1.4bn investment in
transforming train services in East Anglia. Greater Anglia is
currently in the process of replacing all trains in its fleet with
brand new ones. The first new train came into service in July
2019 and the first new commuter trains were introduced in
November. The roll-out will continue next year.

Greater Anglia’s new trains clock

up 6 million miles as rollout
continues despite pandemic

2020 may have been a year when many things
stopped due to coronavirus, but Greater Anglia’s
new trains rollout has continued throughout the
pandemic - and in the last year, the company’s
new trains have clocked up over 6 million miles,
now serving 13 routes across East Anglia.

Greater Angliais replacing allits trains with brand-
new longer state-of-the-art trains - a feat that no
other train company has done before on such a
large scale. The first new train entered passenger
serviceinJuly2019 ontheroute between Norwich,
Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth. This year entire
routes in Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire are
now served exclusively by new trains, including
Greater Anglia’s flagship intercity service between
Norwich and London Liverpool Street, and the
Stansted Express route between London and
Stansted Airport.

In the past 12 months, 35 new trains have been
put into passenger service, with four making their
maiden voyages in the last weeks of the year. This
includes ten intercity trains, ten Stansted Express
trains, nine bi-mode trains which switch between
electricity and diesel to run on our regional routes
and six electric commuter trains.

In total, Greater Anglia so far has 64 new trains
in passenger service, out of a total of 191 new
trains. All of the company’s trains from Swiss
manufacturer, Stadler, are now in passenger
service, although not all atthe same time, as there
are spare trains for when others are in the depot
for routine maintenance and checks.

Routes where you’re guaranteed a ride on a new
Greater Anglia Stadler train are between Norwich,
Lowestoft, Cambridge/Stansted, Sheringham and
Great Yarmouth; Ipswich, Felixstowe, Lowestoft,
Cambridge and Peterborough; Marks Tey and
Sudbury; London and Stansted Airport; and the
Intercity route between Norwich and London
Liverpool Street, calling at Diss, Stowmarket,
Ipswich, Manningtree, Colchester, Chelmsford
and Stratford.

In November this year, the first two of Greater

Anglia’s British-made Bombardier trains started
entering passenger service on the Southend
Victoria to London Liverpool Street line, with a
further two going into service on the Braintree
line in December. An additional two are spares to
switch out when the others are in the depot for
maintenance.

Throughout 2021, Greater Anglia’s new commuter
trains will replace all the company’s old trains
on Great Eastern Main Line routes between
Liverpool Street and Southend Victoria, Braintree,
Southminster, Stowmarket, Ipswich, Colchester,
Clacton, Walton-on-the-Naze and Harwich.

In the second half of the year, the roll-out will
begin to reach the West Anglia routes between
Cambridge and Liverpool Street, including the
Hertford East line. Every new train is longer with
more seats, USB and plug points, fast free wifi, air
conditioning, improved accessibility including an
accessible toilet on every train, better passenger
information, and dedicated cycle spaces.

The company’s Stadler trains have gold standard
accessibilityduetoalow-levelfloorandretractable
step at every door which bridges the gap between
the train and the platform providing level access
boarding at many stations.

New trains include energy saving and
environmental features including aerodynamic
design, regenerative braking which puts energy
back into the supply network rather than wasting
it through heat, and lower particulate pollution.

lan McConnell, Greater Anglia franchise and
programmes director said: “We’re tremendously
proud that we’ve been able to crack on with rolling
out new trains - despite the challenges of the
pandemic. Customer feedback has been fantastic.
These new trains are really making a difference to
people’s experience of travelling by train. We’re
looking forward to even more people enjoying
them next year as we bring even more new trains
onto our network.”



Driving Diversity: GTR Recruiting
Now for New Drivers

Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR) has
more than 160 train driver jobs up for
grabs across its portfolio of brands
including Thameslink, Southern, Great
Northern and Gatwick Express.

Open to anyone above the age of 20,
becoming a train driver is a fantastic
opportunity for those looking to start
their career, change paths, or simply
pursue a childhood dream.

The operator’s 18-month trainee driver
programme offers stability while
training, with a startingsalary of £31,000.
The new recruits will join the company’s
diverse team of drivers that deliver 3,600
journeys every day.

Successful candidates will be based
at GTR’s depots across the 800-mile
network in central, south and south east
England. Locations include Barnham
and Brighton, to London Bridge, Welwyn
and Hornsey.

The push for new drivers builds on
the success of previous recruitment
campaigns,whichmostrecentlyresulted
in double the amount of applications

fromwomenfordriverpositionsthisyear
compared to 2019. The company hopes
to continue to attract more women to
the industry, as well as a diverse range
of candidates from all ages and walks
of life that may have never considered a
career in rail before.

Zoey Hudson, Head of Talent, Diversity
and Inclusion at Govia Thameslink
Railway, said: “This year has been
tougher than ever for the job market but

we’re continuing to invest in attracting
and recruiting new and diverse talent
into our business. It’s really important
that we have a highly-skilled and
diverse workforce, which is why we’re
encouraging people of all backgrounds
to seriously consider a role as a train
driver.

“We want to challenge the stereotypes
that are associated with careers in the
railway and we mean it when we say that
theseroles are open to anyone. Whether
you’re just starting out or are looking
for a new challenge having lost your
job due to the pandemic - consider the
railway and apply to our trainee driver
programme.”

National

Rail

The Midland Pullman heads through
Cossington on December 12th
working from London St. Pancras to
Crewe.

New smartphone train tickets help Thameslink and Great
Northern passengers socially distance

Passengers can now travel using Thameslink
and Great Northern smartphone e-tickets
at eight stations in Herts, Cambs and Beds,
helping people socially distance, preventing
the spread of Covid-19.

Barcode readers have just been installed on
ticket gates at:
Hitchin
Huntingdon
St Neots
Sandy
Royston
Letchworth
Leagrave
Flitwick

The technology is already available at eight
other major stations in the region. They allow
passengers to scan e-tickets bought via the
Great Northern OnTrack app, Thameslink
OnTrackapporonlineatgreatnorthernrail.com
and thameslinkrailway.com and displayed on
their smartphones or printed out at home.

Barcode e-ticket sales haveincreasedinthe UK
from 25% of UK rail ticket revenues pre-Covid
to 33% as people realise the benefits of non-
contact travel. E-tickets can help passengers
travel with confidence and are ideal for
advanced singles, peak and off-peak singles,
and peak and off-peak day return tickets.

Another 10 stations will follow over the coming
months, in addition to the 46 stations already
fitted with the technology across the Govia
Thameslink Railway network of Southern,
Thameslink and Great Northern.

Season tickets go smart

Season ticket holders looking for similar
Covid-safe benefits are urged to use the free
Key smartcard which is also now available
over all ticket office counters across the Govia
Thameslink Railway network and not just
by ordering it online, a process that would
otherwise take up to five days.

Thameslink and Great Northern Managing
Director Tom Moran said: “People who need to
travel with Thameslink and Great Northern

can already do so with confidence thanks to
our intensive cleaning regime and long-lasting
viruscide.

“Now, by rolling out smartphone e-tickets, and
making our free Key smartcard available over
the counter, we’re making it even quicker and
easier to book tickets online, speeding your
trip through the station, minimising contact
and helping everyone to socially distance.”

Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris said: “This
iIs a welcome improvement that will help
passengers to move to digital tickets, helping
reduce the spread of Coronavirus and making
travel quicker and more convenient. As we
continue to build back better, smartphone
e-tickets are a step towards improving our rail
network for those that use it.”
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A ScotRail HST set led by power car No. 43143,
with 43179 on the rear, working from Doncaster
Works Wabtec to Slateford Depot, Edinburgh
passes Shipton by Beningborough, north of
York on November 28th.

New line and platform promise improved
services for passengers on Midland Main Line

Work to give passengers in the East Midlands and
Bedfordshire access to faster journeys with more seats
available onboard more environmentally friendly trains
has taken another step forward. On December 20th, the
new fourthtrackbetween Bedford and Ketteringand the
new platform at Wellingborough station were brought
into use. These are the latest completed improvements
as part of the Midland Main Line Upgrade, which will
deliver a brand new, improved timetable for passengers
in 2021.

Gary Walsh, Route Director for Network Rail’'s East
Midlands Route, said: “This is a really exciting time for
all passengersusingthe Midland Main Line as we startto
see the benefits of many years hard work by hundreds
of people across the rail industry. We’re now working
with our colleagues at East Midlands Railway to support
driver training and the introduction of electric powered
trains on the route, as well as carrying out final testing
and assurance with the Office of Rail and Road (ORR).
We’re well on track to deliver significant improvements
for passengers next year. We’ll also be able to transport
even more freight by rail, keeping lorries off the roads

29

and supporting our economy to ‘build back better’.

At Wellingborough
station as well as
bui<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>