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Welcome to Issue 181
With the RHTT season now in full
swing, up here in Yorkshire we look
forward to the regular daily Class 37
growl! We know that those ‘elderly
girls’ can’t go on forever, we are just
making the most of it whilst we can.
In the news this month... After ScotRail
will we get WalesRail as a Wales
Rail Board is being created, after a
recommendation by the Welsh Affairs
Committee was partly accepted
by the government. The Welsh
Government wants Westminster
to go further by devolving Welsh
railways completely, but the new
board will include representatives
from the Department for Transport,
the Welsh Government, Transport
for Wales, Network Rail, Avanti West
Coast and GWR, because these last
two operators also use some Welsh
lines. The Welsh Government said
it supported the need for close
‘strategic collaboration’. The Welsh
Affairs Committee had been told that
‘a joined-up and clearer approach is
needed to unlock rail investment’
in Wales. However, the new Board
must not be just a ‘talking shop’,
Plaid Cymru’s Westminster leader
Liz Saville Roberts has warned. The
MP has criticised the Westminster
government for ‘leaving us with
crowded and unreliable trains that
dawdle along old and crumbling
tracks’ and has called for a 10-year
investment plan.
Meanwhile, the Department for
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Transport has announced that it
will take over running Southeastern
services this October, as they say
there has been a serious breach of the
franchise agreement. The Operator of
Last Resort will take over operations
on October 17th due to financial
matters,
Transport
Secretary
Grant Shapps has announced. An
investigation by the DfT found
evidence that parent company,
LSER, had not declared £25m of
historic taxpayer funding that should
have been returned. Following this
investigation, the Government is
now considering further options of
enforcement, including statutory
financial penalties. No interruption
for passengers or staff will be felt by the
OLR take over, with the organisation
being run by railway managers
who already oversee Northern and
London North Eastern Railway.
The Government will complete the
Class 707 rollout and will invest in
other improvements on the existing
fleet of trains. Transport Secretary
Grant Shapps, said: “There is clear,
compelling and serious evidence
that LSER have breached the trust
that is absolutely fundamental to
the success of our railways. When
trust is broken, we will act decisively.
The decision to take control of
services makes unequivocally clear
that we will not accept anything less
from the private sector than a total
commitment to their passengers and
absolute transparency with taxpayer
support.

Southern Railway Merchant Navy Class 4-6-2 No 35018
gets a helping hand from the diesel on the rear as it passes
through Euxton on the up slow line. It is in charge of the
annual ‘Lune Rivers Trust’ excursion from Carnforth to
Chester (via Hellifield and Blackburn). Ken Abram

Under the new operator, we will
prioritise the punctual, reliable
services passengers deserve, rebuild
trust in this network, and the delivery
of the reforms set out in our Plan for
Rail – to build a modern railway that
meets the needs of a nation.”
And finally it’s not April 1st but
Airedale General Hospital has
welcomed a Pacer train after winning
the Department for Transport’s
‘Transform a Pacer’ competition. The
competition took place at the same
time as the final phase of withdrawal
for the unpopular Pacer trains from
the Northern network and was
designed to save the vehicles from
being scrapped, as they could be used
positively by the local community.
The West Yorkshire hospital intends
to transform the Pacer and use it as a
mixed-use, non-clinical space to offer
support and respite site for families
visiting the hospital. The facility
will focus on helping children and
families and people suffering with
dementia and will bring an unusual
communal space for patients to use
whilst staying at the hospital.
Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us.
Until next month, stay safe. 		

Andy

Front Cover
On September 17th, No. D1015 ‘Western Champion’ and
Class 66 719 working 6M42 Avonmouth Hanson Sidings
to Penyffordd cement, are seen at Bristol Parkway. The
‘Wizzo’ was working as far as Gloucester. Tom Blanpain
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On September 12th, Railway Touring Company’s ‘The Royal Duchy’ 1Z12 Slough - Taunton sees
Jubilee No. 45690 passing Langstone Rock. Phil Martin
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Charter Scene

West Coast Railways
The Dalesman

SR Merchant Navy Class No. 35018 ‘British India
Line’ gets stuck into the gradient at Helwith
Bridge with the northbound ‘Dalesman’ on
September 23rd. Gerald Nicholl
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Charter Scene

West Coast Railways
The Dalesman

On September 14th, No. 46115 ‘Scots
Guardsman’ speeds away from Tebay with the
return leg of ‘The Dalesman’ to Chester.
Shep Woolley
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Charter Scene

West Coast Railways
The Dalesman

On September 2nd, No. 46115 ‘Scots
Guardsman’ working the return ‘Dalesman’
charter crosses Denthead Viaduct.
Shep Woolley
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Charter Scene

West Coast Railways
The Dalesman

LMS 4-6-0 No. 46115 ‘Scots Guardsman’ barrels
through Waitby Cutting with WCRC’s Carlisle
bound ‘Dalesman’ on September 2nd
Gerald Nicholl

Branch Line
Society
The Wirral Squirrel

BR Green Class 40 No. D213 ‘Andania’ speeds
along the up slow at Winwick Quay with the
Branch Line Society’s 1Z51 14:15 Bidston Crewe - Liverpool Lime Street railtour also
running via Wrexham and Chester, seen here
being overtaken by Avanti West Coast’s Class
390 128 on the 14:28 London Euston to Glasgow
service on October 3rd. Paul Senior

Class 40 013 (D213) opens up with the ‘Wirral
Squirrel’ railtour as it crosses Sankey Viaduct
on October 3rd. Class 47 853 just about gets its
cab in the photo on the rear of the train, but the
Class 40 certainly produced the sound effects!
Mark Enderby
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Charter Scene

Branch Line Society
The Wirral Squirrel

BR Class 40 No. D213 (40013) ‘Andania’ crosses
Hawarden Bridge on the Wrexham - Bidston
leg of The Branch Line Society ‘Wirral Squirrel’
railtour on October 3rd. Chris Morrison
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Northern Belle

Northern Belle

On September 25th, Class 57 313 and 57 316
top’n’tail the 1Z60 Northern Belle charter from
York - Carlisle via Blackburn, with a steam
locomotive taking over from Carnforth.
Michael Lynam
Class 57 601 ‘Windsor Castle’ and 57 316 top’n’tail
the 1Z81 Telford - Harrogate ‘Northern Belle’
on September 18th, seen awaiting departure
time from Telford. Richard Hargreaves
Class 57 601 and 57 314 pass Cockwood Harbour
on September 5th working the 1Z43 Paignton Birmingham International. Phil Martin

Charter Scene

Northern Belle
Northern Belle

On September 3rd, Class 57 313 and 57 601 pass
Cockwood Harbour working the 1Z80 Swansea
- Paignton. Phil Martin

Charter Scene

Pa thfinder Tour s
The Mazey Day Cornishman

On September 18th, Class 50 007 and
50 049 depart Bristol Temple Meads with 1Z76
Birmingham New Street to Penzance.
Tom Blanpain
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Pa thfinder
Tour s
The Mazey Day
Cornishman

Class 50 049 ‘Defiance’ and 50 007 ‘Hercules’
approach Dawlish Warren with 1Z69 Penzance
- Birmingham New St. return railtour on
September 18th. Dave Harris

Out of the morning mist, Class 50 007 and
50 049 working the 1Z76 Birmingham New
Street to Penzance pass Cockwood Harbour,
September 18th. Phil Martin
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West Coast
Railtours
The Pendle Dalesman

On September 21st, SR MN Class No. 35018
‘British India Line’ approaches Blea Moor
tunnel north portal with the return ‘Pendle
Dalesman’ to Lancaster. Shep Woolley
‘British India Line’ heads past Bamber Bridge
on September 21st with a ‘Pendle Dalesman’
excursion to Carlisle. John Sloane

Jubilee No. 45699, running as both 45562 and
45627 ‘Sierra Leone’ approaches Farington
Curve Junction with ‘The Pendle Dalesman’ to
Carlisle on August 31st. John Sloane
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West Coast
Railtours
The Pendle Dalesman

Jubilee No. 45690 running as both 45627 ‘Sierra
Leone’ and 45562 approaches Stainforth with
the northbound ‘Pendle Dalesman’ to Carlisle.
Shep Woolley
West Coast’s Class 37 668 hangs onto the
rear of the southbound ‘Pendle Dalesman’
as it rushes downhill through Stainforth on
September 21st. The train loco was SR MN No.
35018 ‘British India Line’. Jeff Nicholls
SR MN Class No. 35018 stands at Hellifield on
September 21st with ‘The Pendle Dalesman’.
Jeff Nicholls

Charter Scene

UK Railtours
Shrewsbury in Autumn

On September 25th, Class 67 002 and 67 007
head through Wellington working the London
King’s Cross - Shrewsbury charter.
Richard Hargreaves

Charter Scene

Steam Dreams
The Welsh Dragon

LNER B1 No. 61306 ‘Mayflower’ leads Jubilee
No. 45596 with the 1Z65 Holyhead to Hereford
charter on September 8th. This was day 5 of
this multi day trip with the tour heading back
to London Paddington. Richard Hargreaves
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Charter Scene

Vintage Trains
S.L.S. Special

On September 25th, GWR Castle No. 7029 ‘Clun Castle’ leads
the 1Z29 Tyseley Warwick Road - Swindon past Oaksey
Road bridge. Class 47 772 was on the rear. Ken Mumford

Pa thfinder
Tour s
The Galloway Fifties

On September 11th, Class 50 049 ‘Defiance’
stands at Stranraer Harbour after arriving on
the rear of Pathfinder’s ‘The Galloway Fifties’
railtour from Birmingham with what is believed
to be the first visit of the class. Mark Pichowicz
On September 11th, Class 50 007 and 50 049
approach Warrington Bank Quay working the
Tame Bridge Parkway - Stranraer charter.
Mark Enderby
Class 50 049 is seen at Ayr on September 11th
with the charter to Stranraer. Mark Enderby

Charter Scene

Pa thfinder Tour s
The Galloway Fifties

On September 11th, Class 50 007 runs past
50 049 at Stranraer in order to lead the 1Z52
back to Tame Bridge Parkway. Tom Blanpain

Charter Scene

Pa thfinder Tour s
The Galloway Fifties

Class 50 007 as 50 034, with 50 049, wait to
depart Warrington Bank Quay, with the return
1Z52 13:52 Stranraer to Birmingham New
Street on September 11th. Paul Senior
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Charter Scene

Railway Tour ing Company
The Waverley

On September 5th, SR MN Class No. 35018
‘British India Line’ working ‘The Waverley’
heads through Selside. Shep Woolley
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Charter Scene

Railway Tour ing Company
The Waverley

On August 15th, Merchant Navy Class No. 35018 ‘British India
Line’ working the northbound ‘Waverley’ passes Quarry Bank
farm in typical S&C weather. Shep Woolley

Charter Scene

Spirit of the Lakes
The Lune Rivers Trust

Competing for sound volume with Class 37 668
on the rear, Merchant Navy Class Pacific No.
35018 ‘British India Line’ heads the WCRC
‘Lune Rivers Trust’ special from Carnforth to
Chester at Lawsings Brow on a grey and still
early morning, September 27th. Gerald Nicholl
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Spirit of the
Lakes
The Lune Rivers Trust

On September 25th, SR MN Class No. 35018
‘British India Line’ works ‘The ‘Lune Rivers
Trust’ special away from Clapham and on to
Chester. Shep Woolley
SR MN Class No. 35018 ‘British India Line’ with
Class 37 668 on the rear, working 1Z58 ‘The
Lune Rivers Trust’ railtour from Carnforth Chester via Hellifield and Blackburn passes
Pleasington. Michael Lynam
SR MN Class No. 35018 ‘British India Line’ storms
away from Balshaw Lane Junction with ‘The
Lune Rivers Trust’ excursion from Carnforth to
Chester via Hellifield on September 25th with
vigorous rear end assistance from Class 37 668.
John Sloane
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Charter Scene

Spirit of the Lakes
The Lune Rivers Trust

On September 25th, SR MN Class No. 35018 and
Class 37 668 working ‘The Lune Rivers Trust’
Carnforth - Chester charter passes Frodsham
Jct. Mark Enderby

Charter Scene

Railway Tour ing Company
The Cumbrian Coast Express

On September 18th, Class 86 259 departs Crewe
with a London Euston - Carlisle ‘Cumbrian
Coast Express’ charter. Richard Hargreaves
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Charter Scene

Railway Tour ing Company
The Cumbrian Coast Express

Stanier 4-6-0 No. 46115 ‘Scots Guardsman’
blasts fine ash into the air at Grange-over-Sands
heading the steam leg of ‘The Cumbrian Coast
Express’ on September 18th. Gerald Nicholl
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Charter Scene

West Coast Railways
The Pennine Limited

With rain pouring down, No. 46115 ‘Scots
Guardsman’ storms away from Helwith Bridge
with ‘The Pennine Limited’. Shep Woolley
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Charter Scene

Steam Dreams
South Coast Cream Tea from Chichester

WCRC’s Crompton Class 33 025 passes St. Denys
on September 19th working 1Z13 Chichester
to Southampton. Anton Kendall
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Charter Scene

Saphos Trains
The Lakelander

On August 21st, SR WC Class No. 34046
‘Braunton’ works through Dalton in Furness
station with ‘The Lakelander’. Shep Woolley
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Charter Scene

Vintage Trains
The Return to Steam 50th Anniversary

GWR Castle Class No. 7029 ‘Clun Castle’ is seen
at Swindon on October 2nd with a Tyseley
Warwick Road - Cardiff Central charter.
Ken Mumford

Charter Scene

Railway Tour ing Company
The Cumbrian Mountain Express

Class 86 259 passes Balshaw Lane with a
‘Cumbrian Mountain Express’ working on
September 4th. John Sloane

Charter Scene

Statesman Rail
Settle & Carlisle Circular

Class 47 No. D1935 (47 805) and 47 828 arrive
at Leyland with a Statesman excursion from
Stoke to Appleby on September 4th.
John Sloane
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Charter Scene

Statesman Rail
Settle & Carlisle Coastal Statesman

Class 47 805 and 47 828 top’n’tail the 1Z77
Milton Keynes - Appleby departing Crewe on
September 18th. Richard Hargreaves

Charter Scene

GBRf
This Time its Personal

Class 50 049 ‘Defiance’ leads a triple header
with classmates 50 044 ‘Exeter’ and 50 007
‘Hercules’. Seen here approaching Springs
Branch depot on September 5th. Dave Harris
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GBRf

This Time its Personal

Triple headed by Class 50 049, 50 044 and
50 007 (carrying the number 50 034) the GBRf
charity charter storms through Moore on the
WCML with the 12:25 Preston to Bescot leg of
the tour on September 5th. Lee Stanford
On September 5th, Class 50 007, 50 044 and
50 049 working the 1Z34 Preston - Bescot,
passes Daresbury. Mark Enderby

Class 50 049, 50 044, and 50 007 pass Acton
Bridge on September 5th with the 12:25 Preston
to Bescot. Brian Battersby
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GBRf

This Time its Personal

Class 69 002 leads 69 001 and 66 765 on the
rear, with the 1Z35 Bescot - London Paddington
past Ladywood on September 5th. Carl Grocott

Class 50 007, 50 044, and 50 049 pass
through Leyland working light engine from
Kidderminster - Preston to pick up the tour.
Michael Lynam
Class 50 049, 50 044, and 50 007 storm through
Euxton with the Preston to Bescot leg of the
GBRf charity tour on September 5th.
John Sloane

West Coast
Railways
The Scarborough
Spa Express

On September 9th, SR MN Class No. 35018
waits departure time at York, heading to
Scarborough. Michael Lynam

On September 9th, Class 47 No. D1971 (47 270)
departs Blackburn with the 1Z21 ‘The
Scarborough Spa Express’ Carnforth Scarborough. Michael Lynam
On September 16th, having taken over from
steam at York, Class 33 029 and 31 128 working
the 1Z27 Scarborough - Carnforth pass Colton
Jct. Mark Enderby

West Coast
Railways
The Scarborough
Spa Express

SR MN Class No. 35018 ‘British India Line’ passes
Kirkham Abbey on September 16th with 1Z24
Carnforth to Scarborough ‘Scarborough Spa
Express’. Steve Chapman
On September 16th, ‘British India Line’ working
the 1Z27 Scarborough - Carnforth passes
Kirkham Abbey. Mark Enderby

Merchant Navy Class No. 35018 ‘British India
Line’ crawls off the Scarborough line on
September 16th and into York with the final
‘Scarborough Spa Express’ of the 2021 season.
Lee Stanford

Charter Scene

West Coast Railways
The Scarborough Spa Express

The final Scarborough Spa Express of the
season races away from York through Bootham
with SR MN No. 35018 ‘British India Line’ in
charge on September 16th. Dave Mather
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Charter Scene

West Coast Railways
The Scarborough Spa Express

Class 31 128 and 33 029 approach Sherburn-inElmet on September 16th with 1Z24 Carnforth
to Scarborough ‘The Scarborough Spa Express’.
Steve Chapman

Saphos Trains

The Welshman

London Midland and Scottish Railway (LMS)
Royal Scot Class No. 46100 ‘Royal Scot’ passes
Langstone Rock on September 14th working
the 1Z70 Kingswear - Cardiff Central. Phil Martin

LMS Royal Scot Class No. 46100 ‘Royal Scot’
with Class 47 No. D1935 on the rear passes
Cockwood Harbour on September 14th.
Phil Martin
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Charter Scene

Saphos Trains
The Severn Valley Enterprise

LMS Royal Scot Class No. 46100 ‘Royal
Scot’ passes Birmingham Moor St. with a
return excursion from Bridgnorth to London
Paddington on September 8th.
Chris Morrison
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Retro
Railtours
The Retro Cumbrian
Coaster II

ROG Class 57 312 is on the rear of a Class
37 hauled excursion from Chesterfield to
Workington as it heads away from Hoghton
towards Preston on August 28th. John Sloane
Class 37 510 and 37 800 storm through
Pleasington with a return excursion from
Workington to Chesterfield on August 28th.
John Sloane
Class 37 510 and 37 800 storm into Pleasington
with a return excursion from Workington to
Chesterfield on August 28th. John Sloane
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Saphos
Trains
Buxton Spa
Express

The 05:56 Hereford to Buxton tour operated
by LSL is seen at Chapel en le Frith behind
No. 46100 ‘Royal Scot’ as the loco works hard
climbing towards Peak Forest on September
29th. Lee Stanford
On September 29th, Class 47 828 is seen on
the rear of the 1Z60 ‘Buxton Spa Express’ from
Hereford - Buxton as it passes Great Rocks Jct.
Michael Lynam
No. 46100 ‘Royal Scot’ gets underway at Great
Rocks to complete its final leg of the journey to
Buxton, hauling the 1Z60 ‘Buxton Spa Express’
from Hereford - Buxton. Michael Lynam

Charter Scene

Pa thfinder Tour s
The Champion Torbay Express

Standing in for D1015, Class 50 007 and 50 049
pass Newton Abbot with Pathfinder’s Eastleigh
- Dartmouth tour on September 25th.
Chris Morrison
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Charter Scene

A1 Steam Trust
The Jorvik Express

LNER A1 No. 60163 ‘Tornado’ gets into its stride at Highfield Moss with the
Liverpool - York ‘Jorvik Express’ on September 16th. Seen here accelerating
away from its Newton-le-Willows stop. Jeff Nicholls

Charter Scene

Retro Railtours/ROG
Barrow Hill Beer Festival Charter

ROG, in conjunction with Retro Railtours, ran
a number of trains to Barrow Hill Roundhouse
for a two day beer festival. Here Class 37 510
trails a very smokey Class 57 312 departing
Chesterfield with the 17:00 from Derby on
September 10th. Barry Longson
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Charter Scene

Steam Dreams
London to Salisbury

On September 21st, LNER A3 No. 60103 ‘Flying
Scotsman’ is seen working the 12 coach Steam
Dreams excursion from London Victoria to
Salisbury and return as it passes Wyke just east
of Andover. David Lindsell
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Charter Scene

UK Railtours
Only Freight Track and Horses

Class 66 105 heads the UK Railtours ‘Only Freight
Track and Horses’ tour, 07:22 from London
Paddington to various freight lines, passing a
GWR Class 166 at Bath Spa on September 11th.
Chris Morrison
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Charter Scene
ECS and Light
Engine Moves
Class 40 145 and 37 688 pass Moore on
September 15th with a light engine move from
Crewe to the ELR for their diesel gala.
Jeff Nicholls
On September 18th, LSL’s Class 86 101 is seen
stabled at Crewe. Richard Hargreaves

On October 1st, Class 33 207 and 37 706 head
through Pewsey. Ken Mumford
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Charter Scene
ECS and Light
Engine Moves
Class 66 105 passes through Burton on
Trent with a complete set of blue and grey
Mk2 coaches in tow working the 14:47 Burton
Wetmore to DB Cargo Fan A and B on September
10th. The coaching stock was to be used on a
special the following day. Barry Longson
Staycation Express power cars Nos. 43058 and
43059 work an ECS movement from Crewe to
Carlisle near Charnock Richard on September
3rd. John Sloane
On September 25th, Class 67 007 approaches
Shrewsbury with the empty stock from Coton
Hill Yard to form the 17:00 return charter to
London King’s Cross with Class 67 002 out of
sight on the rear. Phil Martin

Charter Scene
ECS and Light
Engine Moves
Class 47 828 and 47 805 top’n’tail the 5Z81
Northampton - Crewe past Slindon on
September 19th. Carl Grocott

Class 50 034 (50 007), 50 044 and 50 049 pass
Standish whilst moving from Kidderminster to
Preston to work the GBRf charter to Bescot on
September 5th. John Sloane
LMS Royal Scot Class No. 46100 ‘Royal Scot’
running as 5Z45, the 07:57 Crewe H.S. to
Southall Loco Services Ltd is seen passing
Church Brampton on September 6th.
Derek Elston
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Charter Scene
ECS and Light
Engine Moves
On September 17th, Western Class 52 No.
D1015 departs Bristol Parkway, running as
0Z43 Kidderminster SVR to Avonmouth Hanson
Sidings. Tom Blanpain
Class 66 097 passes Charnock Richard
returning SRPS stock from Crewe to Bo’ness
on September 19th. John Sloane

The repaint of Class 40 No. D345 into green
livery was completed in time for it to attend
the East Lancs Railway Autumn diesel gala and
on September 15th the immaculate loco leads
Class 37 688 through Patricroft on their light
engine move from Crewe to Bury. Lee Stanford

Charter Scene
ECS and Light
Engine Moves
The sole main line registered Class 31, No.
31 128 was paired with 33 029 to work the
diesel leg of the final Scarborough Spa Express
from Carnforth to York on September 16th.
The pair are seen approaching York parcels
sidings where DRS veteran Class 37 422 was
also stabled. Lee Stanford
A gleaming No. 45690 ‘Leander’ passes Bradley
on August 28th on a move from Carnforth to
Bishops Lydeard. John Sloane

Blue Pullman power cars Nos. 43046 and 43055
pass Kempseye with 5Z43 12:30 Crewe H.S. Pengam sidings on September 24th.
Keith Davies

Avanti West
Coast

Class 221 102 and 221 104 pass Slindon with 9P85 15:43
London Euston - Blackpool North on September 7th.
Keith Davies
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Behind the scenes images of the UK’s biggest ever train fleet upgrade revealed
The first of Avanti West Coast’s iconic Pendolino trains has been fully stripped
back as part of the UK’s biggest every train upgrade.
Two months after entering Alstom’s Widnes facility in the North West, new
images reveal the full extent of the work involved in the £117m project.
“These images really reveal the full extent of the amount of work being
undertaken to transform our Pendolino trains,” explained Phil Whittingham,
Managing Director for Avanti West Coast. “Our customers can look forward
to a real step change in their travelling experience and seeing these
developments in progress, we can’t wait for the first train to enter service.”
The first train, set number 390 125, is expected to re-enter service in late
2021. The upgrade programme will run until February 2024 when the last of
the 56 strong fleet is expected to leave Widnes.
The programme will transform all 56 of Avanti West Coast’s Pendolinos which
have served routes between London, Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool,
Glasgow, and Edinburgh for close to 20 years and the upgrade will return
the whole Pendolino fleet to an ‘as new’ condition.

Customer improvements include:
Replacing 25,000 Standard Class seats;
Conversion of one First Class carriage on each of the 35
eleven-carriage Pendolinos to provide more than 2,000
extra Standard class seats;
The introduction of a new Café Bar for customers to meet
and enjoy refreshments;
Improved lighting and new interior carpets;
Greater use of technology with customer-friendly passenger
information screens;
Additional luggage space;
Power points at every seat;
Refurbished toilets.
Rail manufacturer Alstom will oversee the refurbishment
at their new depot in Widnes in the North West securing
100 skilled jobs. UK suppliers will benefit from 80% of the
£117m investment, which is financed by Angel Trains, one
of the UK’s leading train Asset Management companies.
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Avanti West
Coast
Class 390 044, the Avanti West Coast, London
to Glasgow record attempt set, waits to depart
Preston with the 16:18 service to London
Euston on August 21st. Paul Senior
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Avanti West
Coast
Class 390 042 working a London Euston
to Glasgow Pendolino service approaches
Charnock Richard on September 3rd.
John Sloane

Colourful Pride liveried Class 390 119
approaches Winwick Jct. on September 7th
working the 12:30 London Euston to Glasgow
Central service. Lee Stanford

Class 390 119 passes Chorlton on August 25th
while working the 11:43 London Euston to
Blackpool service. Steve Chapman

Caledonian
Sleeper
Class 92 028, in GBRf livery, stands at the head
of 3M11 08:37 London Euston to Wembley
InterCity Depot sleeper ECS on September
11th. Derek Elston

Class 390 123 eases the 9S54 08:43 London
Euston to Edinburgh away at the start of it’s long
journey via Birmingham New Street passing
Class 92 010 waiting to head out to Wembley
on September 11th. Derek Elston

Chiltern
Railways

On September 27th, the Nuneaton - Coventry - Leamington
Spa service finally reverted to an hourly service using two
DMUs after a long period of reliance on replacement buses
for either 100% or 50% of services. One of them was Chilternliveried Class 172 104. Dave Peel

Colas
Rail
On September 8th, Class 70 809 runs alongside
the Stainforth & Keadby Canal at Godnow
Bridge working the 6E32 10:05 Preston to
Lindsey discharged tanks. Mark Pichowicz

Class 70 808 departs Bamber Bridge with
the Preston Docks to Lindsey tank train on
September 21st. John Sloane

Class 56 094 and 56 096 are seen at Harlescott
on September 27th with 6C78 05:00 Pengam Crewe Basford Hall. Keith Davies
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Colas
Rail
Class 56 096 passes Wolascott on September
25th working the 6C77 16:21 Bescot - Llandudno
Jct. engineers. Phil Martin

Class 70 816 passes Preston Boats on September
5th with 6C37 10:30 Chirk Kronospan - Carlisle
Yard. Keith Davies

Class 56 051 passes Chorlton on August 25th
with 6K38 Pinnox Sidings to Crewe spoil.
Steve Chapman
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Colas
Rail

Class 70 812 heads an engineers train from Westbury
to Felin Fran at Freshford on September 11th.
Chris Morrison
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Colas
Rail
Class 70 801 passes Upton Magna on September
19th with the 6C37 10:30 Chirk - Carlisle
empties. Phil Martin

Class 70 801 working the 6C37 Chirk - Carlisle
passes Walcot on September 19th. Carl Grocott

Leaving its trademark trail of exhaust, Class
70 809 powers out of Bamber Bridge with the
Preston Dock to Lindsey tank train on August
31st. John Sloane

Colas
Rail
Class 56 090 and 56 302 pass Newcastle Central
with a empty ballast train from Alnmouth to
Tyne Yard, on a dull September 18th.
Paul Senior

On September 11th, Class 56 105 runs light
engine into Crewe. Richard Hargreaves

On September 18th, Class 70 801 passes Tabley
with a diverted (due to engineering works)
Carlisle - Chirk. Mark Enderby
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Colas
Rail

Class 56 096 passes Preston Boats on September
26th working the 6C77 08:30 Llandudno Jct. - Bescot
engineers. Phil Martin
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Colas
Rail

BRISTOL EAST BLOCKADE COMPLETED
The team also benefitted from a large range of sustainable
tools on site, including battery powered stressing kits,
an electric powered Telehandler, with hybrid generators
and solar powered battery recharge stations located
throughout the site provided by Sunbelt Rentals UK.
SIGNALLING

The South Rail Systems Alliance (SRSA) have successfully
completed their eight-week multidisciplinary blockade
at Bristol Temple Meads station.The Bristol East blockade
involves the overhaul of Bristol East Junction (BEJ) and
the multiple railway lines towards BTM station. The SRSA
provided a turnkey solution for clients, Network Rail,
through their involvement from concept stage through
to successful delivery of the project programme.
Here’s a snapshot of the works completed by the SRSA’s
business units.
TRACK RENEWALS
The bulk of the programme is the comprehensive renewal
of the multiple lines feeding into the station. Hired as
Principal Contractor for the scheme, the SRSA were
responsible for managing site inductions, controlling
site access, logistics and security, as well as managing
health and safety close calls.
In total, the SRSA completed the following:
Recovery of 58 S&C units and installation of 50 new units.
Provision of full 4 tracks from Filton into Bristol Temple
Meads.
Additional renewal of 3 tracks and 2 turnouts in Kingsland
Road.
Upgrading Bristol East Depot for CrossCountry stabling.
Managing all worksites through Bristol East Junction.
Due to the scale of the project, the SRSA had up to 50
engineering trains in use on site, 21,000 tonnes of ballast
placed, 240m of plain line track fitted, over 300 track
panels installed and over 800 welds completed via the
17,000 shifts completed by the site team through the
blockade (usually up to 300 staff on site at any one time).

TAMPERS
Utilising our Rail Services division, 2 Colas Rail UK Unimat
tampers have been completing parallel tamping across
freshly renewed track. The Tampers in question have
been converted to trial System 7, a form of automatic
hydraulic tamping bank that reduces vibration compared
to conventional tamping. This in turn minimises noise

gauging improvements and adjusting the platform
coping stones. Utilising existing materials, the team
reused coping stones in good condition and replaced
ones that were damaged as a sustainable solution. The
scope subsequently expanded, with the team refreshing
the platform lines and signage found along the platforms.
Following the completion of the blockade, the materials
used to set up the temporary access point at Dings Park
will be recycled into planters and used to regenerate the
local area as part of an SRSA community event.
POWER SUPPLY
The Power Supply team have been working on a variety
of works including:

Supporting Signalling contractor ALSTOM, during the
first stage of works the SRSA installed:
27 end of High Performing Switch System points
2 ends of hand points
1 point conversion
1 Cantilever structure
16 new signals
11 straight posts
5 Ground Position Lights
3 Location Cabinet suites
Cabling
Cable routes
Data change
Signalling stageworks
The team also initially completed a rough set up to
allow for stone to be dropped and the tamping to be
undertaken. They subsequently completed the fine set
up and worked through the site checking for any snags
on the points before handing them over to ALSTOM.
The signalling team’s scope subsequently expanded as
the programme progressed, as they were asked to
complete the installation of all 4ft equipment, Axle
counters, Train Protection & Warning System and
Automatic Warning Systems as well as supplying a
number of S&T teams direct to ALSTOM to install other
signalling equipment.

pollution and dust for our lineside neighbours. The
reduced vibration of System 7 also maintains the
Tampers at peak performance with less wear and tear
and the automatic functions allow the operators to
focus on other tasks. The other advantage to the system
is the computer Inframe which can identify tamping
pyramid uniformity of sleeper stiffness. The current trial
of System 7 is a first for UK railways.
CIVIL WORKS
The civil works team were engaged to enable the start
of the blockade, with initial works starting in early June
on the installation of the safe walking routes, temporary
access points and the viewing platform to enable site
staff and train drivers to safely navigate through BEJ and
to the Bristol East Depot. As the programme progressed
the civils works team also handled the renovations of
the various platforms at BTM, undertaking platform

Low Voltage terminations into Substations to supply the
Electrification & Power works at Bristol East Junction.
Installations of 2 Bespoke Distribution Network Operators
cubicles.
7 Points Heating Supply Cubicles.
50 Points Heating Transformers.
Stripping and clipping of over 47 Point Ends for the
installations of the Points Heating.
Temporary low-level lighting installations at Bristol East
Depot.
Buffer stop lighting.
BRISTOL EAST DEPOT RENEWAL
Utilising a variety of business units, the SRSA collaborated
to bring a variety of improvements to the Bristol East
Depot located on site.
In summary, our units provided the following benefits:
Track Renewals – Our track renewals team renewed a
siding with serviceable materials.
E&P – E&P set up low level lighting to assist with site
inspections, as well as this they also installed tower
lighting and linked lighting to ensure safe walking routes
were visible when arriving and leaving site.
S&T – Our S&T team were on hand to swap the handing
of a set of hand points, enabling them to be used safely
at the depot.
Civils Works – Last but not least, our Civil Works team
were called into action to repair the footpath of the
Whitby Road viaduct, that bridges over the River Avon.
The team also installed new footpaths through the
depot to allow the train drivers safe access and perform
inspections on any trains situated.

CrossCountr y

On August 19th, power car No. 43357 stands at
Bristol Temple Meads after arriving with 1V54
from Edinburgh. Mark Pichowicz

Power cars Nos. 43304 and 43208 pass
Teignmouth on September 4th with the 1V50
07:44 York - Plymouth service. Phil Martin

On September 4th, power cars Nos. 43207 and
43366 pass Teignmouth working the 1V46 06:11
Leeds - Plymouth service. Phil Martin
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CrossCountr y

Class 221 132 and 220 013 pass Cockwood
Harbour on September 6th. Phil Martin

On September 16th, power cars Nos. 43378
and 43301 head along the sea wall at Dawlish
working the 1V44 06:11 Leeds - Plymouth
service. Phil Martin

A CrossCountry HST headed by power car No.
43301 seen at Teignmouth with the 1S51 12:59
Newton Abbot - Glasgow service, starting there
instead of Plymouth after late running on the
inbound journey. Chris Morrison
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DB
Cargo

Class 60074 ‘Luke’ approaches Lincoln on September
8th working the 14:30 Humber to Kingsbury loaded
tanks. Lee Stanford
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DB
Cargo
On September 8th, with the remaining 4 cooling
towers of Eggborough power station behind,
Class 66 165 passes Heck Ings with 6H62 08:15
Immingham Biomass LP to Drax power station.
Mark Pichowicz

Class 66 030 passes Kempseye with 6V75 09:27
Dee Marsh Reception Sidings - Margam TC on
September 20th. Keith Davies

Class 60 044 with a Scunthorpe - Lackenby
working is seen at Sherburn in Elmet on
September 18th. Mark Enderby
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DB
Cargo
On September 18th, Class 60 040 passes Tabley
with a Tunstead to Lostock working.
Mark Enderby

Class 66 105 is pictured at Chorlton on August
15th with 6M13 Dollands Moor to Ditton.
Steve Chapman

On September 29th, Class 60 066 passes
Frodingham Jct. working 6E01 Wolverhampton
Steel Terminal - Immingham SS coil carriers.
Steve Thompson

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk

73

DB
Cargo
Class 60 044 heads the 6N31 Scunthorpe to
Lackenby steel through Sherburn-in-Elmet on
September 16th. Steve Chapman

Several freights now pass through York
station rather than taking the avoider and on
September 16th, Class 60 044 passes under
the arched roof working the 13:19 Lackenby to
Scunthorpe. Lee Stanford

Black liveried Class 90 026 leads 90 019 through
Moore on September 7th working the 4M25
Mossend to Daventry. Lee Stanford

DB
Cargo
Class 66 034 approaches Crow Nest Jct. with
6M16 Tees Yard - Knowsley Freight Terminal on
September 8th. Dave Harris

On September 23rd, TfW liveried Class 67 017
is seen at Donnington RFT with a working to
Arpley. Richard Hargreaves

Class 66 077 is pictured at Thurmaston
on September 16th with 6D32 Elstow to
Mountsorrel stone empties. Steve Chapman
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DB
Cargo

On September 3rd, a JUA iron ore tippler, marshalled between a couple of JTA end wagons, was tripped
from Immingham Bulk Terminal to Entrance C at Scunthorpe to be turned on the works triangle.
Then on September 5th the two JTAs were tripped over again so they could be turned back the same
way as they were before! Here they are, being top’n’tailed by Class 66 124 and 66 084, approaching
Appleby, running as 6T47 to Entrance C. Steve Thompson
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DB
Cargo
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Class 66 060 passes Syston on September
22nd with 6V92 Corby to Margam steel
empties. Steve Chapman
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DB Cargo UK welcomes Ward to Barking
Derbyshire-based metal recycling and waste
management specialist, Ward, has opened a new railconnected, metal processing site at DB Cargo UK’s site
at Barking in East London.
It will facilitate the movement of bulk material from the
south of England to its other facilities across the country
for processing and onward export.
The site in Barking is a long-term partnership with DB
Cargo UK and marks the next stage in the expansion of
the firm’s bulk metal processing and export capabilities.
It follows the opening of a new deep sea port facility at
Redcar Bulk Terminal earlier this year and a deep sea
dock at Immingham in North Lincolnshire in 2018 with
Associated British Ports.

Providing use for Ward to move bulk ferrous metal by
rail, the site eventually aims to transport a number of
trains each month, each carrying over 1,000 tonnes of
material on each movement. It forms part of Ward’s
broader sustainability plans to reduce road cargo and
handle bulk material to rail wherever feasible to do so.
Donald Ward, Operations Director at Ward, said:
“Following a pilot exercise in Pinns Wharf, where we
were transporting scrap by barge up to Immingham,
we established the potential for buying metals from
other London-based merchants and cost effectively
transporting them via rail to our other sites, for recycling
and export. We’ve worked with DB Cargo UK to upgrade
the site, installing a new weighbridge, radiation detectors,
site accommodation facilities, new walls, gates and on-

site security. We’ve also invested in new equipment
including Liebherr material handlers and a CAT wheel
loader. At the moment it has created five new jobs, but
we are expecting to grow the team further in the coming
months.”
Roger Neary, Head of Sales at DB Cargo UK, said: “We’re
really pleased to extend our ongoing partnership with
Ward with the new facility at Barking. This is great
example of how we work with our customers to achieve
safe, sustainable and innovative rail logistics solutions
linking their supply chains to domestic and European
markets through our network, service and people
excellence.”

Multi-award winning Ward is an independently-owned
fourth generation family business. Investment in the
new Barking site complements Ward’s existing metal
processing and recycling facilities across the Midlands,
Teeside and Lincolnshire, enabling the metals specialist
to transport various grades of ferrous metal for onward
recycling.

DB
Cargo
On September 17th, Class 66 118 working
the 4V66 Entrance C - Margam coal empties
approaches Scunthorpe. Steve Thompson

On September 25th, Class 66 101 heads through
Wellington with a Dee Marsh to Margam
working. Richard Hargreaves

Class 66 143 is seen at Cossington on September
22nd with the 4M79 Felixstowe to East Midlands
Gateway intermodal. Steve Chapman

DB
Cargo
On September 17th, emerging from the mist
is Class 60 044 working hard up the gradient
towards the station on 6N31 Entrance C Lackenby, wagons of blooms and slabs as far
as the eye can see. Steve Thompson

Luckily for the photographer Class 67 028
was utilised on this 13:36 Peterborough to
Doncaster driver familiarisation run as a 66
would not have fitted on the bridge as well. The
Class 67 is seen at the classic location outside
Lincoln on September 8th. Lee Stanford
On September 22nd, Class 66 094 clears the
yard with 6D61 Roxby - Rossington waste
empties and approaches Scunthorpe.
Steve Thompson
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DB
Cargo
On September 17th, Class 66 149
passes Scunthorpe with 6E53 Barking
Eurohub - Immingham NCB Terminal,
comprising 20 MBAs loaded with
scrap. Steve Thompson
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DB
Cargo
Every now and again, the Neville Hill tanks is
graced by a Class 60 and on September 22nd we
also had some sun! as Class 60 020 approaches
Scunthorpe station on 6D79 LOR - NL, the load
of seven TEAs being quite respectable for this
working. Steve Thompson
On September 17th, Class 66 115 works through
Scunthorpe on 4R48 Drax - Immingham empty
Biomass wagons. Steve Thompson

Class 90 026 and 90 019 pass Millmeece with
4M25 07:01 Mossend Euroterminal - Daventry
IRFT on September 7th. Keith Davies

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk

81

DB
Cargo
Still in the old EWS company colours, Class
66 050 ‘EWS Energy’ passes Slindon with the
4M30 09:14 Southampton Eastern Docks to
Halewood, carrying Jaguar Cars on September
7th. Paul Senior

On September 30th, Class 66 084 passes
Chesterfield with a steel train from Scunthorpe
BSC - East Usk Branch Birdport. Michael Lynam

Class 66 083 heads along the Dawlish sea wall
on September 7th with the 20:26 Westbury Westbury engineers. Phil Martin
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DB
Cargo
Class 66 034 is seen passing Wigan Station
Junction and is about to drop down towards
Wallgate station, while in charge of the 05:40
Wilton to Knowsley empty waste on September
7th. Barry Longson

Class 66 101 passes Bayston Hill with the 6V75
09:30 Dee Marsh Reception Sidings - Margam
TC on September 23rd. Keith Davies

On September 15th, Class 66 192 heads past
Kempseye with 6V75 09:29 Dee Marsh Reception
Sidings - Margam TC. Keith Davies

DB
Cargo

On September 19th, Class 60 064 and 60 070
stand stored at Toton depot whilst behind are
60 075, 60 090, 60 080 and 60 009. Mark Pichowicz
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DB
Cargo
TfW liveried Class 67 017 passes Hadall on
September 23rd with 6F52 15:05 Arpley Donnington RFT. Keith Davies

Unfortunately, nowadays weeds have become
a common problem, whether lineside or at
stations. Here Class 66 136 is seen at Rugby
awaiting a signal to get the 13:15 Trafford
Park to London Gateway moving again on
September 8th. Barry Longson
On September 30th, Class 66 165 passes through
Doncaster with a rake of SSA Box Wagons from
Barking - Immingham. Michael Lynam
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DB
Cargo
Class 66 090 climbs Hencote Bank with 6M30
11:17 Margam TC - Dee Marsh Reception Sidings
on September 5th. Keith Davies

On September 30th, Class 66 004 and 66 106
pass through Chesterfield working light engine
from Belmont Yard - Toton. Michael Lynam

Despite being 20 years old, Class 66 112 still
looks very presentable as it hurries the 14:36
Biggleswade to Heck Plasmor towards Lincoln
on September 8th. Lee Stanford
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DC Rail
Freight
Class 60 046 heads the 6M89 Middleton
Towers – Ravenhead through Rugeley
Trent Valley on August 28th.
Anton Kendall
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DC Rail
Freight
Class 60 046 rumbles through
Alsager on August 25th with the 6Z19
Ravenhead to Chaddesden Sidings
sand empties. Steve Chapman

Direct Rail
Services
On September 29th, there was a moment
we dread, when two trains, both of which
we want to photograph, pass each other right
in front of your camera lens! Class 68 033 and
68 001 top’n’tailed a loaded FNA flask wagon
from Carlisle Kingmoor to Immingham Nordic
Terminal (6Z60) while recent celebrity 66 004
departed Trent Yard on 6Z68 Roxby - Belmont
waste empties. Steve Thompson
On September 9th, Class 37 425, 37 407 and
37 422 are seen stabled on York Parcels Siding.
Michael Lynam

On September 1st, a DRS convoy consisting of
Class 68 007, 57 303, 37 407, 37 038 and 37 218
passes Atherstone on 0Z69 Eastleigh - Gresty
Bridge. Dave Peel
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Direct Rail
Services
On September 7th, Class 88 003
rounds the curve towards Wigan
North Western at speed, with the
12:16 Daventry to Mossend.
Barry Longson
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Direct Rail
Services
Class 66 422 and 66 433 lead a failed 88 010
past Moore on September 15th with the 4S43
Daventry to Mossend. Mark Enderby

Class 88 008 passes Chorlton on August 25th
with 6L48 Garston to Dagenham empty cartics.
Steve Chapman

Class 37 716 passes Standish with an engineers
train from Canton to Tyne Yard on September
2nd. John Sloane
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Direct Rail
Services
Class 88 005 passes Farington Curve Junction
with 4M27 from Mossend to Daventry on August
31st. John Sloane

On September 18th, Class 68 033, 68 001,
88 010 and 68 007 on 5Z18 Willesden - Carlisle
pass Moore. Mark Enderby

Class 37 425 heads south at Chorlton on
August 25th with the 6G94 Crewe to Bescot
departmental. Steve Chapman
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Direct Rail
Services
On September 22nd, Class 37 402 worked into
Scunthorpe on 6Z20 York Works - Entrance C
with an empty RDT set, a welcome sight indeed!
Steve Thompson

A busy time at Peak Forest, as so often is the
case, with Class 66 433, 66 422 and DB’s Class
60 092 on aggregate filling duties, September
29th. Michael Lynam

Class 66 303 passes through Doncaster on
September 23rd with an engineers from Redcar
- Doncaster Up Decoy. Michael Lynam
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East Midlands
Railway
Class 222 016 is seen at Syston on September 22nd
with the 10:38 London St. Pancras to Nottingham
service. Steve Chapman

Class 222 013 passes Barrow-upon-Soar on
September 22nd with the 14:50 Nottingham to
London St. Pancras service. Steve Chapman

A pair of EMR Regional Class 158s in different liveries
working a Norwich - Liverpool service pass New Mill
South Junction on September 11th. Michael Lynam

East Midlands
Railway
On September 11th, Class 156 916 is seen at Crewe
working a service to Derby. Richard Hargreaves

Class 222 001 and 222 020 pass at Chesterfield on
September 9th. Mark Enderby

Class 222 007 passes Thurmaston on September
22nd working the 10:12 Nottingham to London St.
Pancras service. Steve Chapman

Freightliner

Class 59 204 is seen hauling the Woking stone
empties at Wyke on September 8th. There are
only three Class 59s left in DB red now.
Michael Bennett

Class 66 506 passes Slindon with 6K50 15:13
Toton North Yard - Crewe Basford Hall on
September 7th. Keith Davies

Class 90 043 leads 90 014 through Millmeece
with 4L90 12:15 Trafford Park - Felixstowe North
on September 7th. Keith Davies
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Freightliner

Class 66 585 slowly passes through
Northampton on September 8th, with the 09:52
Lawley Street to Felixstowe North.
Barry Longson

Class 66 515 leads a Basford Hall bound
engineers working through Crewe.
Richard Hargreaves

Class 66 517 is seen at Slindon with 4M63
09:12 Felixstowe North - Trafford Park liner on
September 7th. Keith Davies
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Freightliner

Class 66 558 on an Eastleigh bound engineers
train departs Andover on September 25th.
Michael Bennett

Class 66 568 is seen at Slindon with 4M62 09:32
Felixstowe North - Ditton (O’Connor) liner on
September 7th. Keith Davies

Class 66 558 and 66 557 on a Meols Cop - Crewe
engineers train pass Moore on September 5th.
Mark Enderby

Freightliner

On August 23rd, Class 66 558 departs
East Midlands Gateway with 4L10
18:35 to Felixstowe liner.
Mark Pichowicz
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Freightliner

One small cloud is all it took to drop the
lighting as Class 90 048 and 90 005 pass Rugby
(running 5mins early) on the 11:13 Felixstowe
North to Trafford Park on an otherwise sunny
September 8th. Barry Longson

On September 24th, Class 66 545 is seen in
Donnington RFT alongside several stored West
Midlands Trains units. Richard Hargreaves

Class 90 047 and 90 010 pass Slindon with the
4M87 11:13 Felixstowe North - Trafford Park
liner on September 7th. Keith Davies
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Freightliner

On September 2nd, Class 66 592 is seen crossing
Stockport viaduct working the 15:22 Guide
Bridge to Crewe Basford Hall SSN.
Barry Longson

On September 16th, Class 66 558 working the
4L78 Tees Dock - Felixstowe passes Colton Jct.
Mark Enderby

Class 66 415 passes through Northampton with
the 4L46 12:16 Lawley Street F.L.T. to London
Gateway on September 23rd. Derek Elston

Freightliner

On September 15th, Class 66 569 passes the
green fields around Ashley with the 09:16
Bredbury to Runcorn Folly Lane loaded waste
containers. Barry Longson

Class 66 590 heads through Shrewsbury
on September 25th working the 6Y41 21:15
Marshbrook - Crewe engineers. Phil Martin

On September 8th, Class 59 204 heads through
Andover with the Woking to Merehead empties.
David Lindsell
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Freightliner

Class 90 047 with 90 010, both in the new
Freightliner Genesee and Wyoming livery, speed
north at Slindon, Staffordshire, with 4M87,
Felixstowe to Trafford Park liner on September
7th. Paul Senior
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Freightliner

Class 66 601 working the 6C68 Avonmouth to
Whatley passes Bath on October 1st.
Mark Enderby

Class 66 550 on the Crewe to Southampton
liner passes through Worting on September
15th. Michael Bennett

Class 66 506 powers north at Slindon,
Staffordshire, with the lightly loaded Toton to
Crewe engineers train, on September 7th.
Paul Senior
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Freightliner

Class 66 558 and 66 517 make a rare sight at
Parbold with an engineers freight from Meols
Cop to Crewe on September 5th. John Sloane

Class 66 536 heads through Andover on
September 7th with a Southampton to Garston
liner. David Lindsell

Class 66 504 is pictured south of Chorlton on
August 25th with the 4L92 Ditton to Felixstowe
liner. Steve Chapman

Freightliner

Class 66 621 passes Battlefield with the 6Z39
04:55 East Usk Yard - Crewe Basford Hall on
September 20th. Keith Davies

Class 66 420 and 66 557 lead the 4L46 12:16
Lawley Street F.L.T. to London Gateway liner
through Northampton on September 26th.
Derek Elston

On September 18th, Class 66 506 passes
Middlewich on a Crewe - Chinley engineers.
Mark Enderby
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Freightliner
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On September 11th, a convoy from Hope Earles
Sidings to Crewe Basford Hall passes New Mills
South Jct. consisting of Class 70 017, 66 523,
66 618, 66 619 and 66 587. Michael Lynam

The first of Freightliner’s new FFA-G wagons arrive in the UK
On September 18th, the first 40 of 230 new Freightliner
FFA-G wagons arrived in the UK from Poland, representing
the next generation of energy efficient, 40ft intermodal
wagons. The remaining wagons are due to be delivered
by November 2021.
The new FFA-G wagon is the culmination of two-anda-half years of work with partners Greenbrier Europe
and Wabtec Axiom Rail and is the latest contribution
to Freightliner’s energy-saving strategy. Designed
with fuel efficiency in mind, the FFA-G wagon is more
than two tonnes lighter per platform than its nearest
competitor, driving significantly less weight per train
whilst maintaining industry safety standards.

The modern low track force bogies ensure significantly
reduced noise levels and minimise track damage.
Rail is already widely recognised as achieving 76% less
carbon emissions than road, and the combination of
weight saving and closely coupled 40ft wagons will
save an additional 7% of carbon emissions over other
rail services – increasing overall rail benefits to 78% for
Freightliner-operated services.
With a working deck height of 980mm, the wagon has
achieved route acceptance for the entire W10 network
with a 40ft, 9’6” ISO container, meaning that the FFA-G
has wider W10 network gauge clearance than other 40ft
wagons.

Designing, testing, building and authorising a new
design of wagon across four different countries during
the Covid-19 pandemic provided additional challenges
partly overcome using technology, but mainly by the
knowledge, dedication and hard work of all those
involved in the project.
“As the first Freight Operating Company to develop
standard-height 40ft platform wagons, and the first to
introduce the Shortliner (Ecofret) wagon, Freightliner
has a proud history of setting the standards for
innovative and sustainable wagon solutions in the UK,”
said Freightliner’s Managing Director of UK Rail Tim
Shakerley. “As the largest intermodal rail freight

operator with the largest offering of electrically hauled
freight services in the UK, Freightliner is committed to
driving decarbonisation, which is at the heart of our
strategic focus and aligns us directly with customer
expectations.
The FFA-G wagon further enhances the environmental
benefits of rail and makes an even greater contribution
to bringing all greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by
2050.”

GBRf

Class 66 793 passes Worting on September 15th
on the Mountfield to Southampton gypsum
empties. Michael Bennett

Class 66 774 passes Meole Brace with 6V41
12:08 Penyffordd cement - Avonmouth Hanson
Sidings on September 5th. Keith Davies

Class 66 745 is seen at Slindon on September
7th with the 4F62 12:58 East Midlands Gateway
- Seaforth intermodal. Keith Davies
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GBRf
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Class 66 737 is seen at Slindon with 09:52 Small
Heath Lafarge - Hindlow on September 7th.
Keith Davies

Young HS2 fan names new carbon-friendly freight train
On September 14th, a teenage rail fan was given the
honour of naming a Class 66 locomotive that will
transport HS2 construction materials by rail to help
reduce carbon emissions.
Jermaine Allen from Leeds unveiled the nameplate for
GB Railfreight engine 66 796, which he has named ‘The
Green Progressor’, at the official opening of HS2’s new
30-acre logistics hub near Willesden Junction in London.
The locomotive features a brand-new livery, promoting
the environmental benefits of delivering construction
materials by rail instead of road, which inspired the
name that Jermaine has chosen. For every locomotive
that HS2 uses to transport aggregates and construction
materials, up to 76 lorries are removed from the UK’s
roads and motorway network.
On average, around 100 freight trains per week are
moving HS2 construction materials across the rail
network, which not only makes our roads safer, but
also supports HS2’s commitment to reduce the carbon
impact of construction by at least 50%, as each tonne
of freight transported by rail reduces CO2 emissions by
76% compared to road.

A self-confessed train fanatic, Jermaine has closely
followed the story of HS2’s development and construction
since he was five-years-old. Accompanied by his parents,
Jermaine has visited several construction sites along
the 140-mile route that HS2 will follow between the
West Midlands and London Euston, learning about the
construction methods that HS2 is adopting in readiness
for the arrival of Britain’s high speed railway providing
low carbon transport.
Speaking about his experience, Jermaine said:
“It’s great to have this fantastic once in a lifetime
opportunity. I feel very privileged to name this
locomotive and to be playing a part in the delivery of
Europe’s biggest infrastructure project.”
The Green Progressor will transport construction
materials, spoil and aggregates to depots right across
HS2’s Phase One route between the West Midlands
and London. 66 796 is one of five Class 66 locomotives
imported from Germany by GB Railfreight to provide
more capacity for Britain’s growing rail freight sector. It
is scheduled to make its maiden journey by the end

of the year, once refurbishment works –
that will see the locomotive fitted with
the latest communications systems – are
carried out. The locomotive’s new livery
and the opportunity to extend an invitation
to Jermaine to name it was facilitated by
HS2’s Conventional Rail Interface Manager, Andrew
Graham and GB Railfreight’s CEO, John Smith. Both
organisations were keen to highlight the crucial role
that transporting materials by freight plays in reducing
carbon impacts, while providing the opportunity
for a budding rail enthusiast to make his mark in the
construction of this once in a lifetime project.
Andrew Graham, Conventional Rail Interface Manager
at HS2 Ltd said: “Jermaine’s passion, enthusiasm and
knowledge is simply outstanding and we are delighted
to have created this opportunity for him.”
John Smith, CEO of GB Railfreight said: “It’s wonderful
to provide a young rail enthusiast like Jermaine the
opportunity to name one of our Class 66 locomotives.
By choosing the name, ‘The Green Progressor’, he has

truly captured the role rail freight can play in delivering
a more sustainable logistics solution for the construction
of HS2. Working with SCS JV, we were also honoured to
celebrate Jermaine’s special connection to our railways
by naming a Class 08 shunter after him.”
Over the next decade, up to 15,000 freight trains will
haul 10 million tonnes of aggregate to HS2 construction
sites, marking a significant investment for Britain’s rail
freight sector.
Furthermore, once HS2 opens and moves long-distance,
inter-city passenger services on to dedicated high-speed
lines, the new railway will free up space for more freight
services across the country, as well as additional local
and regional passenger trains.

GBRf

Class 66 758 turns on the power for a run up the Hazel
Grove chord on September 2nd, while working the
11:51 Doncaster Down Yard to Peak Forest Cemex
empty hoppers. Barry Longson

GBRf

On September 8th, Class 66 774 heads through
Shrewsbury working the 6M42 Avonmouth Penyffordd cement. Richard Hargreaves

Class 66 719 passes Duncote Mill with the 6M42
09:20 Avonmouth Hanson Sidings - Penyffordd
cement on September 17th. Keith Davies

On September 25th, Class 66 738 working the
6G14 Andover to Eastleigh engineers train with
old track panels, departs Andover.
Michael Bennett

GBRf

Class 66 791 working the 16:11 Hope St. to Peak
Forest, has Northern’s Class 150 106 and
150 132 on the 16:40 Manchester Piccadilly
to Chester service for company, as they cross
Stockport Viaduct almost in tandem on
September 2nd. Barry Longson
Class 66 702 is seen at Moore on September
25th with a Hunslet - Tuebrook wagon move.
Mark Enderby

Class 66 776 working the 4M46 Southampton
to Trafford Park passes Worting on September
15th. Michael Bennett

GBRf

On September 17th, Class 66 794 shows off
its Petroleum Sector decals while passing
Frodingham Junction, returning empty JNAs
from Roxby to Doncaster Down Decoy, running
as 6D21. Steve Thompson

Late afternoon sun illuminates Class 66 739
and its load, as it passes Rugby with the 12:18
London Gateway to Hams Hall on September
8th. Barry Longson

Class 66 756 and 66 797 working the 6E09
Liverpool - Drax pass Moore on September
15th. Mark Enderby
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GBRf

Class 66 774 basks in the sun at Arcow as it is
loaded with stone ready to depart at 16:43 with
6E77 Arcow - Hunslet on September 21st.
Jeff Nicholls

On September 17th, Class 66 726 passes
through Leeds station with the 11:41 Hunslet to
Rylstone empty stone hoppers. Barry Longson

On September 20th, Sunny Scunny at its best!
Our friends at GBRf pulled out all the stops
and provided us with a little treat with ‘Cemex’
liveried Class 66 780 seen passing Frodingham
Jct. on 4R79 coal empties from Doncaster Down
Decoy to HIT at Immingham. Steve Thompson

GBRf

Having run round its train in double quick time, Class
66 736 ‘Wolverhampton Wanderers’ departs Blea Moor
Goods Loop at the head of the 11:25 Arcow Quarry Bredbury loaded stone train on September 21st.
Jeff Nicholls
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GBRf

With early morning mist still in the air on
September 15th, Class 66 756 and 66 797 pass
Ashley in Cheshire working the 07:45 Liverpool
BT to Drax Biomass. Barry Longson

Railfreight Petroleum liveried Class 66 794
passes Scunthorpe on September 20th,
working 6E57 Down Decoy - Roxby waste.
Steve Thompson

Class 66 702 ‘Blue Lightning’ sits in Ribblehead
Virtual Quarry on September 21st with the
12:54 loaded train to Hunslet Tilcon. In spite of
departing half an hour early, the train left Blea
Moor Goods Loop some two hours late.
Jeff Nicholls

GBRf

With a tremendous roar from its engine, Class
66 736 ‘Wolverhampton Wanderers’ drags the
11:25 Arcow Quarry - Bredbury loaded stone
train across Ribblehead Viaduct on September
21st, heading for its run-round in Blea Moor
Goods Loop. Jeff Nicholls
On August 30th, a Schweerbau High
Performance Milling Machine is topped and
tailed by Class 66 784 and 66 734 as it is moved
south through Charnock Richard. John Sloane

The late evening sunshine at Hellifield glints
off Class 66 774 with the 16:43 Arcow - Hunslet
loaded stone train on September 21st.
Jeff Nicholls
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GBRf

On September 2nd, Class 66 790 passes through
Doncaster with a rake of JNA box wagons
working from Renwick Road - Scunthorpe
Roxby Gullet. Michael Lynam

Class 66 756 and 66 797 double head the 6E09
Liverpool to Drax Biomass through Thornhill
LNW Junction on September 15th.
Steve Chapman

Class 66 764 and 66 796 pass Church Brampton
on a gloomy September 6th. Derek Elston
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GBRf

On September 17th, Class 66 797 is seen working
out of Entrance C, with 6D75 to Doncaster Up
Decoy with a loaded RDT. Steve Thompson

Class 66 761 passes Balshaw Lane and Euxton
station on the fast line whilst hauling a
Gloucester to Clitheroe empty cement train on
September 4th. John Sloane

At 15:03 on September 17th, Class 66 730 eases
its 2000 ton train through Leeds with the 12:20
Rylstone to Hunslet yard. Barry Longson
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GBRf

On September 20th, Class 66 779 ‘Evening Star’
rolls across Stockport Viaduct, while working
the 16:11 Hope Street to Peak Forest empty
stone hoppers. Barry Longson

Having just left Arcow Quarry, Class 66 774
strains to lift its 27 loaded wagons through
Horton-in-Ribblesdale station on September
21st. Jeff Nicholls

Class 66 798 and 66 790 working 6X01
Scunthorpe - Eastleigh conveying welded rails
passes Burton on September 17th. Stuart Hillis

GBRf

On September 8th, Class 60 047 passes Gowdall
working 6N61 12:00 Drax power station to Tyne
Coal Terminal. Mark Pichowicz

A rare working to photograph is the 15:48
Doncaster Down Decoy to Collyhurst St.
(Manchester), seen passing through Doncaster
on September 22nd. Barry Longson

You can almost hear Sankey Viaduct groaning
under the weight of Class 66 778, 66 757, 66 713,
and 60 021 as they cross with the Sundays only
12:03 Doncaster - Tuebrook biomass empties
on October 3rd. This working often throws up
a double header but four is exceptional!
Jeff Nicholls
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GBRf

On September 8th, Class 66 721 passes under
the M1 at Stanton Gate working 6M23 13:07
Doncaster Decoy to Mountsorrel.
Mark Pichowicz

On September 17th, Class 66 769 ‘L.M.A. / Paul
Taylor’ working 6M83 Tinsley - Bardon Hill
Quarry with a rake of stone empties heads
through Burton. Stuart Hillis

Running ahead of time, Class 66 705 powers
the 08:20 Middleton Towers to Monk Bretton
loaded sand, through Doncaster on September
22nd. Barry Longson
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GBRf

Class 60 047 passes Gowdall on September 8th
working 6N61 12:00 Drax power station to Tyne
Coal Terminal. Mark Pichowicz

Class 66 721 passes Chorlton, south of Crewe, on
August 25th with 6V84 Clitheroe to Avonmouth
cement. Steve Chapman

Class 69 002 is seen at the stops in Tonbridge
Yard on September 23rd. Class 69 001 and
69 002 have both been running trials from here
together and solo. Charlie Robbins
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GBRf

Class 56 081 and 47 749 depart Leicester on
September 22nd with barrier coaches heading
to Derby Litchurch Lane. Steve Chapman

On September 23rd, Class 66 794 passes through
Doncaster with a rake of JNA box wagons from
Renwick Road - Scunthorpe Roxby Gullet.
Michael Lynam

Recently repainted into GBRf colours and still
looking clean is Class 60 087 which is seen
shortly after passing Winwick Junction working
the 11:15 Liverpool Bulk Terminal to Drax on
September 7th. Lee Stanford

GBRf

Class 66 731 ‘Captain Tom Moore’ passes
Lincoln working a Whitemoor to Doncaster
engineers train on September 8th. Lee Stanford

Class 66 779 passes Cossington on September
22nd with 6H10 Bletchley to Peak Forest stone
empties. Steve Chapman

Class 66 709 is seen at Chorlton on August 25th
with 6G92 Tunstead to Small Heath loaded
stone. Steve Chapman
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GBRf

The 12:03 Doncaster to Liverpool Biomass
Terminal empty hoppers was powered by Class
66 778 with 66 757, 66 713 and 60 021 in tow and
is seen crawling through Stockport on October
3rd waiting for the signal to clear and as if four
locos was not unique enough a rainbow was
forming just at the train approached.
Lee Stanford
Coal trains have started running to Ratcliffe
power station again and with GBRf providing
the power, Class 66 788 is seen approaching
Lincoln on September 8th working the 13:45
from Immingham to Ratcliffe. Lee Stanford

Unique liveried 66 797 has now entered traffic
and was seen passing Huyton on September
14th working the 12:55 Ashton in Makerfield to
Tuebrook sidings. Lee Stanford

GBRf

Class 69 001 ‘Mayflower’ backs down to
Tonbridge station along with 66 725 and 66 764
where the Class 69 will lead with a test run to
Peterborough on September 23rd.
Charlie Robbins

Class 66 795 running light engine working
0O01 Scunthorpe - Eastleigh passes Burton on
October 4th. Stuart Hillis

On October 1st, Class 66 771 with the 6E57
Renwick Road - Roxby waste, a regular runner
since it’s inception in May, heads through
Scunthorpe. Steve Thompson
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Grand
Central

Grand Central 180s pass at Doncaster on
September 22nd. Class 180 102 working the
12:56 London King’s Cross to Sunderland,
while 180 103 is on the 12:30 Sunderland to
London King’s Cross. Barry Longson

Great Western
Railway
GWR power cars Nos. 43004 and 43092 pass
Cockwood Harbour on September 7th working
the 2C34 16:28 Exeter - Penzance service.
Phil Martin

On September 6th, power cars Nos. 43058 and
43094 pass Langstone Rock working the 2C67
08:00 Cardiff Central - Penzance. Phil Martin

Nos. 43040 and 43027 pass Teignmouth on
September 15th working the 08:00 Cardiff
Central - Penzance service. Phil Martin
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Great Western
Railway
On August 18th, power car No. 43097 waits at
Weston-super-Mare with 2U32 16:50 Penzance
to Bristol Temple Meads service.
Mark Pichowicz

Early morning along the sea wall at Dawlish
on September 7th, as power cars Nos. 43098
and 43042 work the 2C05 05:39 Bristol TM Penzance service. Phil Martin

On September 6th, power cars Nos. 43155
and 43088 head along the sea wall at Dawlish
working the 2E07 08:50 Penzance - Exeter
service. Phil Martin

Great Western
Railway
Power car No. 43041 ‘St. Catherine’s Castle’
leads the 2C65 Gloucester - Penzance through
Dawlish Warren on September 23rd.
Dave Harris

Power cars Nos. 43188 and 43016 pass along the
Dawlish sea wall on September 16th working
the 2E05 07:51 Penzance - Exeter service.
Phil Martin

On September 7th, power cars Nos. 43188
and 43142 working the 2E07 08:30 Penzance
- Exeter service are pictured after departure
from Teignmouth. Phil Martin
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Great Western
Railway

GWR HST power car No. 43004 ‘Caerphilly Castle’ is seen
on the rear of 2U12 Penzance - Exeter St. Davids passing
along the estuary wall at Starcross on September 24th.
Dave Harris

GWR HST power cars Nos. 43154 and 43029, and
coaching stock, wait to depart back to Laira from
Doncaster, following maintenance at the works.
Michael Lynam
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Great Western
Railway
Power car No. 43041 ‘St. Catherine’s Castle’
leads the 2C77 Cardiff Central - Penzance service
past Starcross Pump House on September
24th. Dave Harris

Class 150238departsTeignmouthonSeptember
7th working the 2E03 07:51 Penzance - Exeter
service. Phil Martin

Class 166 221 stands at Weymouth on September
23rd waiting departure time with the 13:10 to
Gloucester service. Allison Twycross
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Great Western
Railway
Class 150 244 and 150 234 head for their next
stop at Dawlish Warren as the pair depart
Dawlish on September 16th working the 2F13
09:50 Paignton - Exmouth service. Phil Martin

Class 166 203 passes Sprey Point, Teignmouth
on September 7th working the 2T13 09:57
Exmouth - Paignton service. Phil Martin

Class 802 106 passes Cockwood Harbour
on September 7th working the 1A96 16:15
Penzance - London Paddington service.
Phil Martin
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L. N. E. R.

Class 91 101 ‘Flying Scotsman’ departs
Doncaster’s platform 1 on September 22nd,
while working the 13:15 Leeds to London King’s
Cross. Barry Longson

On September 2nd, Class 91 106 sits in
Doncaster West Yard having received attention
to its bogies and waiting its return to Neville
Hill. Michael Lynam

Class 91 110 heads north through Doncaster
on September 2nd with empty coaching stock
from Peterborough - Neville Hill..Lee Stanford

L. N. E. R.

Class 91 110 arrives into Doncaster working the
14:03 London King’s Cross to Leeds service on
September 22nd. Barry Longson

LNER Azuma Class 800 207 waits to depart from
Newcastle Central on September 18th with the
13:33 service to London King’s Cross.
Paul Senior

The modern lines of Azuma Class 800 207 fit
nicely with the graceful buildings at Lincoln as
departure time back to London King’s Cross is
awaited on September 8th. Lee Stanford
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Network Rail

October 1st, the first day of RHTT workings sees
Class 66 434 and 66 426 top and tail the RHTT
through Scunthorpe on 3S14 (which seemed
to get reported as 3J14) Grimsby Town - York
Works. A change to the circuits means that the
Class 37s now only work the north bank jobs.
Steve Thompson
Class 37 611 has been hired in from ROG to
assist with the Network Rail monitoring trains
and is seen passing Derby on a dull September
30th working the 16:43 Derby to Crewe. Class
37 610 is just visible as the tail loco. Lee Stanford

Class 57 002 heads south through Doncaster
on September 2nd with a Rail Head Treatment
Train working from York Thrall - Stowmarket.
Michael Lynam

Network
Rail

Class 37 423 almost comes to a stand at the now
demolished Wickford station with 37 424 on
the rear of this Southend Victoria bound RHTT
working on September 29th. Charlie Robbins

Network Rail

Class 37 059 along with 37 422 creep into
Wickford on September 20th with a Stowmarket
- Southend Victoria RHTT working.
Charlie Robbins

On September 8th, Class 73 963 and 73 965
pass Wyke working the 1Q22 test train.
Michael Bennett

Class 37 175 and 37 116 top’n’tail the 1Q55
Tyseley - Derby test train working past Newton
on September 10th. Carl Grocott

Network
Rail

Class 37 175 and 37 116 are seen on Hencote
Bank with 1Q55 14:55 Tyseley - Derby RTC test
train on September 10th. Keith Davies
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Network Rail

NMT power cars Nos. 43299 and 43062 top’n’tail
the Salisbury to Reading test train through
Grateley on September 23rd. Michael Bennett

On September 30th, Class 37 057 passes Purton
station with a test train working.
Ken Mumford

Network Rail’s Class 97 304 ‘John Tiley’ is seen
stabled with a test train in Doncaster West Yard
on September 2nd. Michael Lynam

Rail Operations
Group
Class 57 312 drags 769 925 through Northampton with
5Q70 10:50 Burton Wetmore Sidings to Wolverton
Centre Sidings on September 22nd. Derek Elston

Class 37 884 ‘Cepheus’ drags 769 949 through
Northampton on September 22nd with 5Q70 10:50
Burton Wetmore Sidings to Wolverton Centre
Sidings. Derek Elston

On September 30th, Class 57 310 passes 37 610 at
Chesterfield hauling withdrawn EMUs Nos. 365 501
and 365 511 from Crewe South Yard - Booths for
scrapping. Michael Lynam
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TransPennine
Express
On September 16th, Class 68 022 on a
Scarborough - York service passes Kirkham
Abbey. Mark Enderby

Class 68 031 working a York - Scarborough
service passes Kirkham Abbey on September
16th. Mark Enderby

On September 16th, Class 68 029 passes
Kirkham Abbey signal box with a route learner.
Mark Enderby
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TransPennine
Express
On September 9th, Class 68 029 ‘Courageous’
is seen at York during driver training duties.
Michael Lynam

Class 68 025 ‘Superb’ arrives at York on
September 9th with a service from Scarborough.
Michael Lynam

Transport for
Wales
When introduced in the mid to late 1980s, Class
150 DMUs were intended for outer suburban
use, but now they can be found on almost any
passenger turn. Here Class 150 213 is seen at
Stockport on September 2nd working the 288
miles, 16:31 Manchester Piccadilly to Milford
Haven service. Barry Longson
Class 175 107 passes Kempseye with 1V40 11:31
Manchester Piccadilly - Carmarthen service on
September 8th. Keith Davies

Class 153 926, 153 982 and 153 361 pass
Kempseye with 1W52 05:54 Milford Haven Crewe service on September 20th. Keith Davies
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Transport for
Wales

Class 150 236 arrives at Craven Arms with the
2V10 14:05 Shrewsbury - Swansea service on
September 8th. Chris Morrison
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Transport for
Wales
Class 67 010 is seen on Hencote Bank with
1W96 17:15 Cardiff Central - Holyhead service
on September 2nd. Keith Davies

Class 150 245 and 150 237 pass Meole Brace with
1V17 13:30 Manchester Piccadilly - Swansea
service on September 5th. Keith Davies

Still awaiting a repaint into the new TfW livery,
Class 175 114 departs Stockport with the 14:39
service to Milford Haven on September 20th.
Barry Longson
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Units: DMUs
and EMUs
South Western Railway’s Class 444 026
approaches Dorchester South on September
21st with a Weymouth to London Waterloo
service. Allison Twycross

Northern’s Class 170 475 passes the semaphore
signals at Bridlington on September 26th with
the 13:24 Sheffield to Scarborough service.
The semaphores are due to be replaced during
October. Steve Chapman

Northern’s Class 150 214 sits in the bay platform
at Huddersfield on September 17th, ready to
work the 14:12 departure to Sheffield.
Barry Longson

Units: DMUs
and EMUs
Northern’s Class 158 754 is seen departing
Hellifield on September 21st with a service to
Leeds. Jeff Nicholls

Northern’s Class 170 460 departs Doncaster
dodging the shadows on September 22nd,
with the 13:00 Scarborough to Sheffield service.
Barry Longson

SWR’s Class 444 005 is seen departing
Dorchester South heading to Weymouth on
September 21st. Allison Twycross

Units: DMUs
and EMUs
Northern’s Class 195 110 passes Bradley on
August 28th with a Barrow to Manchester
Airport service. John Sloane

Northern’s Class 195 003 arrives at Chesterfield
on September 10th working a service to
Nottingham. Barry Longson

Now approaching 35 years old, the ‘Sprinters’
continue to do good work and on October
1st, Northern’s Class 150 270 is seen arriving
at Scunthorpe on 2P11 from Doncaster, which
will terminate here. Steve Thompson

Units: DMUs
and EMUs
South Western Railway’s Class 159 002 and
159 014 working the 1L45 London Waterloo to
Exeter are seen passing through Grateley on
September 23rd. Michael Bennett

Northern’s Class 158 755 with the 17:26 Leeds
- Morecambe service departs a sunny Hellifield
station on September 21st. Jeff Nicholls

Northern’s Class 150 106 calls at Pleasington
on its way from Preston to Colne on August
28th. John Sloane
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Units: DMUs
and EMUs
Merseyrail’s Class 507 003 waits to depart
Ormskirk with the 20:43 service to Liverpool
Central, on September 3rd. Paul Senior

Northern’s Class 158 902 passes the tatty signal
box at Settle Junction with the 08:19 Leeds Morecambe service on September 21st.
Jeff Nicholls

Northern’s Class 158 793 is seen near Bamber
Bridge with a Colne to Preston service on
August 31st. John Sloane
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Units: DMUs
and EMUs
South Western Railway’s 1L56 Exeter to
London Waterloo service is seen near Grateley
operated by Class 159 011, 159 017 and 159 010
on September 23rd. Michael Bennett

East Midlands Railway liveried Class 170 506
and 170 517 pass Preston Boats on September
26th working West Midlands Trains’ 1G04 09:48
Shrewsbury - Birmingham New Street service.
Phil Martin

Southern’s Class 377 151 and 2 others are seen
arriving at East Grinsted with the 1L36 13:50
from London Victoria on September 21st.
John Balaam

Units: DMUs
and EMUs
On September 7th, London NorthWestern
Railway’s Class 350 370 speeds north at
Slindon North Staffordshire, leading the 15:04
Birmingham New Street to Liverpool Lime
Street Service. Paul Senior

On September 25th, with the line shut east
of Andover for engineering work, the 1L45 to
Exeter started here and is seen departing with
Class 159 017 and 159 015. Michael Bennett

Northern’s Class 319 368 passes through
Charnock Richard cutting with a Liverpool to
Blackpool North service on September 25th.
John Sloane
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Units: DMUs
and EMUs
South Western Railway’s Class 159 012 on the
1L43 Basingstoke to Salisbury service passes
through Worting on September 15th.
Michael Bennett

Merseyrail’s Class 508 143, with its yellow mask,
waits to depart from Ormskirk, with the 20:12
service to Liverpool Central on September
21st. Paul Senior

Northern’s Class 158 908 is rather dwarfed by its
surroundings as it crosses Ribblehead Viaduct
on September 21st, the train in question being
the 10:58 Carlisle - Leeds. Jeff Nicholls
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Units: DMUs
and EMUs
Northern operate a small fleet of Class 319
units and the last member of the class, 319 386,
arrives at Patricroft with the 09:27 stopping
service from Liverpool Lime Street to Crewe
(via Manchester Airport) on a sunny September
15th. Lee Stanford
London Overground’s Class 710 264 working
the 2D62 08:45 London Euston to Watford
Junction is seen departing London Euston on
September 11th. Derek Elston

Heathrow Express liveried Class 387 140 stands
on the blocks having terminated with 1Y46
11:12 Heathrow Airport Terminal 5 to London
Paddington service on September 11th.
Derek Elston
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Units: DMUs
and EMUs
Southern operate a small number of DMUs
on non electrified routes, one of these is the
Ashford to Eastbourne line and on September
21st Class 171 805 is seen at Rye working the
11:49 from Eastbourne service. Lee Stanford

West Midlands’ Class 196 104 and 196 010 pass
through Northampton and into storage as
5Q81 11:06 Tyseley L.M.D. to Bletchley T.M.D.
on September 6th. Derek Elston

Merseyrail’s Class 507 014 is seen arriving at
Birkenhead North on September 14th.
Michael Lynam

Units: DMUs
and EMUs
Northern hybrid unit Class 769 434 departs from
Parbold with the 14:15 Southport to Alderley
Edge service on August 28th. Paul Senior

Merseyrail EMUs Class 508 115 and 507 018 are
seen at West Kirby station on September 14th.
Michael Lynam

SouthEastern’s Class 375 919 and 375 922 call
at Canterbury East on September 23rd with
the 1P28 10:18 Dover Priory - London Victoria
service. John Balaam
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Scotrail

In pouring rain on September 29th, Class 156 434 brings
the 08:08 Glasgow Central - Stranraer service into the loop
at the remote location of Glenwhilly where the driver will
exchange tablets before continuing on its journey.
Jeff Nicholls

Scotrail

With the semaphore signals giving conflicting messages
(presumably out of action?) Class 156 439 leaves Stranraer
with the 15:00 to Kilmarnock on September 27th. The
station building resembles nothing less than a cowshed!
Jeff Nicholls

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 160

Tyne and
Wear Metro

Tyne and Wear Metro EMU No. 4043 calls at Callerton
Parkway, with a Newcastle Airport to South Hylton service
on September 18th. Paul Senior

Tyne and
Wear Metro

Tyne and Wear unit No. 4086, calls at
Jesmond with a South Hulton to South
Shields service on September 18th.
Paul Senior
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Manchester
Metrolink
On September 16th, tram No. 3107 is seen at
Queens Road working a Bury - Manchester
Piccadilly service. Michael Lynam

Tram No. 3075 sporting an advert for ‘The
Trafford Centre’ departs Manchester Victoria
heading to Piccadilly. Michael Lynam

On September 16th, tram No. 3117 carrying an
advert for ‘Lifebuoy Soap’ departs Cornbrook
heading to Ashton. Michael Lynam

Manchester
Metrolink
Tram No. 3064 carrying an advert for USDAW
departs Cornbrook heading for Ashton.
Michael Lynam

One of the newest trams, No. 3129, is seen about
to start a service from Cornbrook heading to
The Trafford Centre. Michael Lynam

A busy scene at Manchester Victoria as tram
No. 3051 departs for Altrincham while No. 3076
carrying an advert for NOCCO arrives from
Altrincham en route to Bury. Michael Lynam
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In this Image taken at Preston on September 11th,
passenger numbers seem to be up on the Northern
Ormskirk to Preston Service, as passengers file off Class
158 903. Paul Senior

Fares Advice with RailUK

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.
What’s happened to the cheap advances?

Q: So now that things are opening up again, I’m
travelling more. Since the lifting of restrictions I’ve
been completely unable to get any cheap advance
fares. Normally this would be Avanti for ManchesterLondon, but I’m also planning a trip to Edinburgh
at the end of the month and the advance offerings
on TPE are only saving a fiver over the regular open
return tickets. Normally pre-Covid I’d be able to get
reasonably cheap tickets 2 weeks out but it seems
like availability is very restricted, and weekends seem
to be completely unavailable. Is this some post-covid
way to try to get increased ticket prices? Or reduced
the amount sold to prevent overcrowding (despite
advance tickets being reserved seating!)? Or have I
just been unlucky with my timings?

New Greater Anglia trains on new routes
More rail passengers in Essex are able to travel on new trains
as Greater Anglia’s state-of-the-art electric commuter
trains have entered passenger service on two new routes.
The new trains went into service on the Harwich and
Walton-on-the-Naze branch lines on Monday September
13th in time for early morning commuters. On the same
day, Greater Anglia started running additional services in
response to more people travelling by train as commuters
are encouraged to return to the office. Greater Anglia’s new
commuter trains have been made in the UK by Alstom,
formerly Bombardier, who are supplying 133 five-carriage
trains, which can be coupled to run as ten-carriage trains.
Each carriage of the new Alstom Aventra Class 720 trains is
longer with more seats than carriages of Greater Anglia’s
old trains. They have USB and plug points, fast free wifi,
air conditioning, improved accessibility features including
an accessible toilet on every train, better passenger
information screens and dedicated cycle spaces.

energy through heat, as is the case with conventional
systems. Some are already in passenger service on routes
between London Liverpool Street and Southend Victoria,
Southminster, Braintree, Clacton, Ipswich, Colchester
Town, Cambridge and Hertford East.

The trains are the first in the UK to have underfloor heating
which works with an overhead heating and ventilation
system to improve passenger comfort and increase foot
room for passengers sitting in window seats. They feature
regenerative braking which delivers energy back into the
electrical supply network, rather than wasting the

There are already new trains operating all services on
the Norwich–London intercity, Stansted Airport–London
Stansted Express, Norwich–Cambridge/Stansted Airport,
Lowestoft, Great Yarmouth and Sheringham, Ipswich–
Cambridge, Peterborough, Felixstowe and Lowestoft, and
Marks Tey–Sudbury routes.

Andrew Goodrum, Greater Anglia client and programme
director said: “We’re very pleased that customers on
more routes are now able to enjoy new trains. We know
from customer feedback that customers enjoy the added
comfort, the plug and USB sockets and other improved
features these new trains have.”
Piers Wood, Alstom Customer Director, Rolling Stock said:
“It’s really great news that more Greater Anglia passengers
will now benefit from these advanced British electric
trains, delivering capacity, comfort and the latest features
as passengers return to rail.”

A: Leisure traffic, particularly on mainlines like the
WCML and ECML, has picked up massively. In certain
areas there is now more demand than before Covid!
So it’s no surprise that the cheapest Advances either
aren’t being released, or are limited in number and
therefore snapped up long before the date of travel.
Avanti are still operating a reduced service, and many
of their trains are selling out - even at times of the
day / week you might not expect them too. It’s fair to
say that the pricing you see reflects what the market
is prepared to pay. The leisure market nationwide is
effectively back at pre Covid levels, although this does
vary by route around the country. I’ve been keeping an
eye on LNER fares, DON-KGX in particular and unless
I’ve missed all of the cheaper advances I haven’t been
able to find instances of sub £73.50 for any train due
to arrive into KGX before 9am Mon-Thu. Pre Pandemic
I’m sure £49.50 was generally possible when booking
greater than 5 Weeks out.
The thing is that the trains at times that are unpopular
with leisure travellers didn’t used to be the cheap ones
because they used to be able to charge significantly
more for them. There’s greater caution about lowering
those prices than there is about raising the prices on
previously less high yield trains, so some trains are
very expensive and very empty. The trains at the times
you’re likely looking at for a weekend away will almost
certainly genuinely be full, even at much higher rates
than before the pandemic. Manchester to Edinburgh
trains can no longer have six or eight coaches as they
used to, only five. Manchester to London is still seeing
a very significant cut in capacity.

Fares Reform and the Cheap Day Return
Q: We all know the theory behind fares reform. Instead
of having a single fare slightly less expensive than
the return, it is half the cost of the return (with the
controversy around whether the single is reduced to
be half the existing return or the return doubled to
become twice the existing single). However, most of
this has been tried it on InterCity type operators.
What about shorter routes where there is a cheap
day return ? Is there any movement to ensure that
these are retained or maybe converted to cheap day
singles at half the cost ? Traveling from Leeds to Hull,
a journey of an hour or so each way, so well within
the realms of a day trip, I was struck by the fact that
it has an off peak period return but no day return. I
can’t remember how long this has been the case, but
for the distance this must surely be an oversight ?
Perhaps fares reform needs to stipulate that discount
day returns are retained on all flows below a certain
distance i.e in which a day trip is reasonably practical.
A: Not at all unusual about lack of day returns on
routes you would expect them to be available. No day
return Stockport to Huddersfield, only off peak returns.
No day returns from Kidsgrove to Wolverhampton/
Birmingham, only off peak returns. No day return
Stoke on Trent to Manchester with XC or Avanti. Only
day return is with Northern only which significantly
undercuts the XC/Avanti off peak return. You can get a
day return Coventry to Skegness but not from Coventry
to Nottingham (only an off peak return), which you
have to pass through/change at to get to Skegness,
Nottingham being somewhere to which many more
people are likely to want to travel to for the day from
Coventry than Skegness. It’s not an oversight at all.
CDRs aren’t regulated fares and thus can be added,
removed or hiked up in price as TOCs see fit. There is no
justification - other than the typically vain attempts to
increase revenue - for the lack of a CDR on lots of major
medium distance flows. Manchester-Huddersfield
has no CDR but Manchester-Leeds and WarringtonHuddersfield do. Figure that one out!
Ticket Advice for All
Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believe this to be the best source of UK rail fares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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On September 18th, ‘Syd’ the Border Collie shepherds
‘Scots Guardsman’ as it approaches Kirkby in Furness
with the ‘Cumbrian Coast Express’ railtour.
Shep Woolley

Contractors uncover ‘hidden treasure’ during March rail station redevelopment
Contractors carrying out improvements at March rail
station have unearthed an ancient ticket ledger from
when the station first opened over 130 years ago. The
ledger, dated April 1885, contains carefully hand-written
entries of all the passenger luggage and parcels sent
from the station, providing a unique record of daily life
in the area in Victorian times. Contractors working on
the ceiling in one of the old buildings discovered the
ledger when they removed some rotten woodwork and
it fell through from the disused loft space. They also
found another ledger, a series of British Rail Red Star
consignment notes, and a record card, dating from 1989,
three small log books from the 1800s, a Victorian Great
Eastern Railway sack, and documents over 100 years
old detailing goods trains passing through the station

with records of the signal boxes contacted by telegraph
and the confirmation records. Greater Anglia plans to
display the ledger – known in the 1800s as a ‘Day Book’
- in the new station buildings once the redevelopment
work is complete.
Area Customer Service Manager, Anita Stuart,
commented, “We couldn’t believe it when the contractor
showed us the ledger. It was like finding hidden treasure!
It’s lovely to have uncovered this link to the past as we
take March station forward to become a station fit for
the needs of rail travellers now and in the future.”
Local historian and Board Member of the Railway
Heritage Designation Advisory Board, Mike Lamport,

commented, “These fascinating items all reflect the
pivotal nature of March station to the area, having as it
did the authority of senior staff based there, along with
a loco shed and sidings from which managers could
draw locomotives and rolling stock from to run special
services as demand arose.”
March station is currently undergoing work to remodel
the entire station with the creation of an open-plan ticket
hall and waiting area, accessible modern toilet facilities,
retail outlets, and an upgraded and extended car park at
the station. The major upgrade is part of a multi-million
pound regeneration of Fenland’s railway stations which
is pushing forward with major improvement works on
the rail line between Ely and Peterborough. The

programme is being delivered through Fenland District
Council’s Railway Station Masterplans project, with a
£9.5million package of funding from the Cambridgeshire
& Peterborough Combined Authority, chaired by Mayor
Dr Nik Johnson, and support from Greater Anglia. The
project aims to improve passenger facilities at the three
Fenland stations – Manea, March and Whittlesea – along
the Ely to Peterborough Hereward Line.
Together the partnership anticipates that the upgrades
to improve connections between the Fenland towns and
other regional centres of education and employment,
creating an attractive alternative to the car for more
sustainable journeys. The work is expected to be
completed by the end of 2021.
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Doncaster’s Rail Heritage Centre
gets official opening

An extraordinary new Rail Heritage Centre has
been opened, located inside Doncaster’s stateof-the-art Danum Gallery, Library and Museum.
Doncaster built Green Arrow and No. 251
locomotives make a striking focus for the centre,
with both steam locomotives loaned from the
National Railway Museum. There are also plenty
of rail-related exhibits and historical treasures to
see from the Doncaster Grammar School Railway
Collection, some of which have never been
displayed before. With displays being regularly
changed as different exhibits take place, it’s going
to be a really wonderful facility for those with a
passion for rail. The Doncaster Grammar School
Railway Collection was initially started in 1948 by
pupil Tony Peart as part of the school’s Railway
Society. Over the years Tony also became the
curator of the collection up until his death in 2006,
creating an astonishing and varied collection of thousands of rail
artefacts most of which are focused on Doncaster’s incredible
railway heritage.
Centre stage is given to the nameplates of locomotives designed
by Sir Nigel Gresley and built at Doncaster such as ‘Cock O’ The
North’ and ’Silver King’. Being hidden away for 70 years in a tower
in what has now become Hall Cross Academy. The Collection is
now, at last, being celebrated for all to see for the first time at
the Doncaster Rail Heritage Centre. To celebrate the opening day,
Trustees of the Doncaster Grammar School Railway Collection
have also released a new book called: ‘Treasures in the Tower’
which tells the story of the remarkable collection which has
been built up over many decades. The book is available to buy
from the Danum Gallery, Library and Museum shop and also the
Doncaster Tourist Information Centre. For further information on
the Rail Heritage Centre visit Danum Gallery, Library and Museums
website: www.DGLAM.org.uk
Damian Allen, Chief Executive of Doncaster Council, who was
present at the event, said: “It is fantastic to welcome to Danum
Gallery, Library and Museum the people who have contributed to
making this astounding Rail Heritage Centre possible. It’s been
a true partnership effort. Having two locomotives back home in
Doncaster where they were built, complemented by an incredible
array of rail-related exhibits and artefacts is just incredible.
Together they showcase the golden age of steam and the vital role
Doncaster played in making it happen.”
Cllr Nigel Ball, Cabinet Member for Public Health, Leisure, Culture

New train washer installed at
Colchester depot
Trains in East Anglia are set to
sparkle after Greater Anglia
installed a new carriage washer
machine at Colchester depot.
The £1.5m machine was installed
in August and can wash up to 70
carriages per hour.
The new train wash is more
efficient and effective, saving
water, energy, and time.

and Planning, said: “Danum Gallery, Library and Museum is a
wonderful community asset and visitor attraction in Doncaster town
centre. It features the restored frontage of the former Doncaster
High School for Girls and many of its original features. It has modern
libraries and educational facilities, fascinating museums, a great
art gallery and, of course, a marvellous Rail Heritage Centre. The
building offers visitors a remarkable experience as they are taken
on a journey through Doncaster’s rich and varied history. It’s a
place for people to learn and importantly enjoy. I thank everyone
who contributed to this amazing Rail Heritage Centre.”
Chris Barron, representing the Trustees of the Grammar School
collection, commented: “This is the result of a long, but successful,
collaboration. The Trustees are delighted with the outstanding
support we have received from the Council. We look forward to
working alongside Heritage staff to make the collection better
known and appreciated by local people and visitors from all over
the world.”
Andrew McLean, Head Curator and Assistant Director at the
National Railway Museum said: “The National Railway Museum
is proud to partner with Doncaster Council to loan two of the
most iconic of all Doncaster-built locomotives to add to the rail
heritage centre’s rich and fascinating displays. By celebrating
Doncaster’s important contribution to the railways, I hope future
generations will be inspired to make their own mark in continuing
the engineering legacy of this great town.”
Photo: Locomotives V2 No. 4771 ‘Green Arrow’ and Atlantic Class
No. 251, seen in the new centre. © Michael Lynam

Martin Moran, Greater Anglia’s
Commercial, Customer Services
and Train Presentation Director,
said: “We are very pleased to have
a new train washer at Colchester.
The new washers will improve
the quality and standard of train
washing, as well as helping to
save up to 10% of the volume
of water needed, compared to
what was previously used. Our
new trains look great and we
want to keep them looking this
way for years to come, which is
why we are heavily investing in
cleaning. We are currently in the
process of replacing every single
train in our fleet to make our
customers’ journeys easier and
more comfortable. I would like
to thank everyone who was involved in this
project.”
A hand washing regime was put in place
to maintain high standards while the new
machine was installed.
The washers at Clacton, Ilford depot and Orient
Way in London are also being refurbished, as
part of a £4m project to improve train cleaning,
as the company introduces new trains. A new
washer was installed at Southend Victoria
depot in March.

The train cleaning upgrade is part of a £1.4bn
investment in transforming train services in
East Anglia. Greater Anglia is currently in the
process of replacing all trains in its fleet with
brand new ones, which are all longer, with
more seats, USB and plug sockets, fast free wifi,
air conditioning and improved accessibility
features as well as dedicated cycle spaces.
Photo: The new carriage washer which has
been installed at Greater Anglia’s Colchester
depot. © Greater Anglia

Great Northern train tests successfully for first stage of East Coast Digital Programme
Govia Thameslink Railway has successfully run one of its Great Northern
Moorgate Class 717 trains using the digital in-cab signalling system ETCS
level 2 (European Train Control System).
This provided important real-world proof of the track-to-train specification
required to enable a confident migration to ETCS on the Northern City Line,
the first tranche of the East Coast Digital Programme.
Unit 717002 ran faultlessly using an upgraded baseline of the current Class
700 Thameslink ETCS system (3.4.0 onboard over 2.3.0d trackside), through
the Thameslink ‘core’, between St Pancras and Blackfriars in central London.
GTR’s Class 717 Moorgate trains are already fitted with ETCS but this is
the first time it had been tested on Network Rail infrastructure across this
specification. The Thameslink ‘core’ already has ETCS signalling infrastructure
on which it can be tested. By continually communicating with the train, ETCS
will smooth and maximise the flow of trains, to create a more dynamic, more
reliable, safer and more flexible railway.
Oliver Turner, who heads up GTR’s input to the industry-wide East Coast
Digital Programme, said: “On the Northern City Line, the new signalling

system being installed on our trains and tracks will save passengers
thousands of hours of delay caused by the current ageing system. A
key milestone was to run one of our Moorgate trains in ETCS mode
using the software that will be ultimately used across the East Coast
Mainline. I’m pleased to report it did that with flying colours.”
The East Coast Main Line is a mixed-use railway, with trains of
different sizes and speeds, passenger and freight, all using the same
tracks. This radio-based signalling recognises these different trains
and will allow train and track to talk to each other continuously in
real-time providing a higher performing and more reliable railway.
Toufic Machnouk, Director Industry Partnership Digital, Network
Rail said: “This is the first time a train of this specification has been
tested dynamically, in the real world, against the infrastructure
specification. It represents a small but significant step for the East
Coast Digital Programme and is a crucial point of confidence for
a smooth migration to ETCS operations, delivering progressive
benefits to passengers.”
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Class 325 015 is the rear unit of a
Shieldmuir to Willesden mail service
as it passes Standish on September
2nd. John Sloane

Digital upgrade for Siemens Mobility’s
Class 185 fleet
A collaborative partnership between Siemens Mobility,
TransPennine Express and Eversholt Rail will see the
full 51-strong Class 185 fleet receive a digital upgrade connecting to the cloud to access real time information.
Already one of the UKs most reliable fleets, the latest
agreement will give the Class 185 trains, and its operator
TransPennine Express, access to a catalogue of cloudbased reporting tools and applications, using Siemens
Mobility’s Railigent system. It will help the operator
understand and use relevant rail data, generate valuable
information and optimise planning.
The information will also be used to help depot
maintenance teams streamline and plan maintenance
tasks more effectively, monitoring elements such as door
and battery performance and improving overall fault
finding. The array of support systems will significantly
improve the reliability of the fleet while reducing overall
maintenance and whole-life costs. This will provide a
platform to build upon in the future, allowing the fleet
to be connected to additional train systems and overall
future-proofing the 185 fleet.
Commenting, Sambit Banerjee, Managing Director
of Rolling Stock and Customer Services for Siemens
Mobility in the UK, said: “The Class 185 is one of the UK’s
most reliable and popular trains. But having the ability
to further increase the fleet’s reliability – and passenger
journeys - is something we are extremely excited about.”
He continued: “In a world of smartphones and constant
connectivity, we are used to accessing information
immediately. So, this is a great opportunity to bring the
same capability to the railway. Importantly, we are proud
to be working with our partners TransPennine Express
and Eversholt Rail towards the important industry-wide
goal of increased reliability and high-quality passenger
experience.”
Paul Staples, Fleet Director for TransPennine Express,
said: “The TransPennine Express Class 185 fleet is
one of the United Kingdom’s most reliable fleets in its
class and I am proud that it sits at the very heart of the
service we offer to our customers. This critical digital
upgrade to these already excellent trains will help TPE
and Siemens to ensure that further improvements to
reliability and cost efficiency are identified and delivered
quickly, which is so important to rail travel in the North
of England as it plays its part in regional growth and
prosperity.”

Paul Sutherland, Client Services Director for Eversholt
Rail, said: “We are delighted to be working in partnership
with TransPennine Express and Siemens Mobility on
this digital upgrade project. In recent years we have all
witnessed our personal devices becoming increasingly
connected to the cloud - and this is the railway equivalent.
This £2.7m investment in cloud-based technology will
provide real time data to the operator and maintenance
staff, so they can foresee emerging issues early and deal
with them as they arise; improving responsiveness and
reliability whilst reducing maintenance costs. This is
part of our continued support into a key fleet for both
TransPennine Express and their customers.”
The passenger focus outlined in the recently published
Williams-Shapps Plan for Rail is key to outline the future
direction of the rail industry. The much-loved Class 185
has performed exceptionally well since it first entered
service for TransPennine Express in 2006. Since that
time, it’s become a familiar sight on routes across the
North and into Scotland and has travelled just over a
staggering 143 million miles – that’s just over one and a
half times earth’s orbit around the Sun!
Siemens Mobility has been working on its digitalisation
initiative to make more of their mid-life fleet digitally
capable. This initiative with TransPennine Express
is a significant step in that direction. The digital fleet
upgrade, which is expected to be complete by autumn
2022, will help improve the passenger experience for its
18 million annual passengers.

The Eastbourne miniature railway has an excellent
collection of locos and all are based on their full
size ancestors. Looking very much like an unrebuilt
Royal Scot, No. 6172 stands just outside the running
depot on September 23rd. Lee Stanford

A view of the depot at the Eastbourne Miniature
railway see replicas of Flying Scotsman keeping
Britannia company, whilst in the background a
Schools, a 4F and a Black 5 wait their next duties.
Lee Stanford

First section of East West Rail Phase Two railway commissioned

The first section of railway on East West Rail Phase Two
was successfully commissioned over the August Bank
Holiday weekend.
Engineers from the East West Rail Alliance, comprising
VolkerRail, Laing O’Rourke, Atkins and Network Rail,
started construction of the 440 metres of new twin track
railway, between Gavray Junction and Charbridge Lane,

near Bicester, in early spring 2021.
Following the completion of signalling, power and
communications works, which were required to connect
the track to the main line rail network, the section of new
railway was officially commissioned at 04:48 on Tuesday
August 31st.

The works also involved the temporary closure of London
Road level crossing in Bicester, as signalling changes
were made to the level crossing’s control system and
the Gavray Junction area signalling systems.

the works - in particular, our track and signalling, power
and communication project teams, who have worked
tirelessly to ensure the railway was safely commissioned
and brought into use on programme.”

These changes have reduced barrier ‘down time’ to 26
seconds for passenger trains and 42 seconds for freight
trains – thereby shortening the amount of time road
users need to wait as trains pass. New ‘Standing Red
Men’ pedestrian signals, similar to those used at UK
pedestrian road network crossings, were also installed,
to make it safer for people to cross on foot.

Simon Blanchflower CBE, chief executive at the East West
Railway Company, said: “This is an important moment
for the East West Rail project, as it highlights the solid
progress that is being made to develop a railway that
will bring huge benefits and improve connectivity for
people who live and work across the Oxford-Cambridge
Arc.

The new 440 metre section of railway is the first of 31
kilometres of new track that will be delivered by the
project, which will connect Bicester to Bletchley. However,
bringing it into use is as strategic as it is symbolic, as
EWR Alliance director, Mark Cuzner, explains: “The
commissioning of the new section of railway between
Gavray Junction and Charbridge Lane is a significant
milestone in the delivery of the project, not just because
it is the first section to be commissioned, but also
because it is key to our strategy to allow engineering
trains to carry out their works and deliver materials
to site, thereby reducing the number of construction
vehicles on the local road network. I’d like to thank and
recognise everyone from the Alliance, and our supply
chain partners involved in the successful completion of

This latest development means that the local community
in Bicester will experience an improvement in their dayto-day use of the level crossing, as well as a reduction in
HGV lorries on their roads. All of this paves the way for
us to continue building a safe and secure railway, that is
better for the customer and better for the environment.”

Andover Track
Renewal

The yard and trackwork at Andover has been
getting renewed in September. This is the view
from Weyhill Road bridge on September 7th.
David Lindsell

Class 66 732, a South Western Railway’s Class 159 unit and pair of Class 73s top’n’tail on a SERCO
test train are seen at a busy Andover on September 8th. David Lindsell

Class 66 781 is seen in Andover Yard on September 15th, with a rake of JNAs.
David Lindsell

Class 66 750 is seen in the station on September 7th with wagons being loaded with old track
from the yard. David Lindsell
Class 66 781 and 66 790 top’n’tail the 6G24 from Eastleigh with 20 JNAs of ballast. David Lindsell
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West Midlands Trains liveried Class 170 506
and 170 517 pass Duncote Mill with 1G04 09:48
Shrewsbury to Birmingham New Street service
on September 26th. Keith Davies

Network Rail announces £25m investment to
secure future of Wales and Borders link
Details have been revealed of a multimillion-pound plan to rescue a railway
line increasingly ravaged by climate
change and extreme weather. The
Newport-Gloucester line connects
South Wales with the West Country,
Midlands and north of England,
providing a vital link for passengers.
Running alongside the Severn Estuary
- exposed to rain, wind and sea - more
frequent extreme weather has seen the
line devastated by five major landslips
in the last two years alone. This has led
to extended closures of the railway and temporary
speed restrictions, delaying more than 200,000
trains. As well as disrupting passengers, this also
impacts essential freight services, with 43 freight
trains passing through every week, moving; steel,
petrol, and construction materials. The route also
serves ‘Tesco trains’, keeping supermarkets stocked
with essential supplies.

Sarah Kelley, CrossCountry’s West & Wales Regional
Director said: “This welcome investment from
Network Rail will deliver a resilient and sustainable
railway for our services along this key line linking
England and Wales. We know disruption to our
passengers’ journeys is unwelcome and will work
closely with Network Rail to ensure this is kept to a
minimum while they complete this.”

With the long-term viability of the line at stake,
Network Rail engineers have developed a multimillion-pound plan to the protect the railway’s
future. Work is due to begin in summer 2022 and will
include the removal of more than 30,000 tonnes of
material from the cliff face. A state-of-the-art mesh
and bolt system will then be installed alongside
three miles of track, stabilising the rockface and
preventing landslips from affecting the track below.
Network Rail is working closely with train and freight
operators, carefully planning the work to minimise
disruption for passengers, while delivering the
project as safely and quickly as possible.

Jess Lippett, senior route freight manager, Network
Rail Wales & Western said: “This is one the busiest
and most important freight routes in Wales and
Borders, so it’s really important to the economy. As
we saw through the pandemic, this route really is
a lifeline, and the current shortage in HGV drivers
means it’s playing an even more vital role. People
are amazed when I tell them that a single freight
train keeps 70 or more lorries off Britain’s congested
road network. With carbon emissions 76% lower,
rail freight is also making a significant contribution
to meeting the climate change challenge.”

Bill Kelly, route director, Network Rail Wales and
Borders said: “We’ve seen a huge increase in extreme
weather events across our network in recent years.
Climate change is happening here and now, and
across Wales and Borders - from the Conwy Valley
to the Welsh marches and Severn Estuary - we’re
responding by building a more resilient railway.

James Price, Chief Executive at Transport for Wales
said: “The storms and flooding we saw in 2020
were a powerful reminder of the growing impact of
climate change on our transport network. We work
very closely with Network Rail and it underlines the
importance of their work to increase the resilience
of the railway across Wales and Borders.”

As well as saving taxpayers’ money and reducing
delays for passengers and freight – we’re protecting
this vital Welsh transport link for generations to
come.”
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LNER B1 No. 61306 ‘Mayflower’ and Jubilee
No. 45596 are seen at Swindon. Ken Mumford

An unusual sight at Purton station.
Ken Mumford

Network Rail Grinder Nos. DR79263 and
DR79273 passes through Northampton
running 30 minutes early with the 07:47 York
Thrall Europa to Southall T.C. on September
20th. Derek Elston

National
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LNER J27 Class No. 65894 is seen
arriving at Pickering on September
8th. Allison Twycross

Finishing touches completed on first section of
Dawlish sea wall
Local residents and visitors to Dawlish can now enjoy
new seating and lighting following the completion of
the finishing touches to the first section of new sea
wall. Network Rail has recently finished the remaining
upgrades to the first section of new sea wall at Dawlish
with the installation of new low energy LED lighting
and concrete seating along the sea wall.
The new lighting and seating will mean people wishing
to walk or travel along the 360m long promenade
will now be able to do so both in the day and darker
evenings as well as enjoy the views of the sea while
relaxing on any of the 14 concrete benches and seating
dotted along the promenade. Construction of this
first section of new bigger sea wall – which stretches
along Marine Parade west of Dawlish station – started
in May 2019 and was completed last July before being
officially opened by the Rail Minister a year ago.
Work on the second section of the new sea wall –
which is 415m in length and stretches between the
Colonnade breakwater west of the station to the
Coastguard breakwater east of the station –began
last November and is continuing to progress well.
143 concrete wall panels have now been successfully
installed and the curved wave returns that sit on top
of the wall panels are continuing to be added.
Construction of this £80m government-funded
upgrade is expected to be finished by 2023 and once
complete will provide greater protection to the railway
and town of Dawlish from rising sea levels and extreme

weather for generations to come. The new sea wall at
Dawlish is part of Network Rail’s ongoing efforts since
2014 to improve the resilience of the railway between
Dawlish and Teignmouth in Devon, known as the
South West Rail Resilience Programme (SWRRP).
Ewen Morrison, Network Rail senior programme
manager for the Dawlish sea wall project, said: “It’s
pleasing to see the remaining finishing touches to the
first section of sea wall have now been completed.
The lighting will undoubtedly brighten up the
promenade and enable people to safely use the sea
wall in the evening, particularly as the darker winter
nights fast approach. Every time I’m in Dawlish I’m
struck by the stunning views of the English Channel
and I’m delighted residents and visitors to Dawlish
will be able to enjoy these views with an ice-cream or
cup of coffee while relaxing on this new seating.”
Anne Marie Morris, MP for Newton Abbot, commented:
“It was great to recently meet with Simon from
Network Rail to discuss and see first-hand the excellent
progress on the new sea wall at Dawlish. The latest
improvements offering new lighting and seating are
a great addition that will help local residents and
visitors to continue to enjoy this beautiful stretch of
coastline. The rail resilience works are so important to
protecting Dawlish and our vital railway line from the
sea for decades to come, and I warmly welcome the
tens of millions of pounds of government investment
into our area that this project represents.”

Network Rail completes major bridge improvements for freight to Drax

National
												Network Rail has successfully 		Matt Rice, Route Director for Network Rail’s North & East Route, said: “I’d
												completed
work on a £2.1million like to say a huge thank you to local residents and our colleagues at Drax
Rail
												project to repair and strengthen
												Aire Bridge in North Yorkshire to
improve reliability for the 100 freight services transporting materials to/from
Drax Power Station on average each week.

Over the 10-day blockade, Network Rail staff removed more than 100m of
track so that a new waterproofing and drainage system with a reinforced
concrete slab could be installed. New rail, sleepers and ballast – beams and
stones which support the track – were then re-laid.
Work was also carried out to strengthen the steel structure, which should
reduce the amount of maintenance work needed in the future. These repairs
mean that rainwater can now drain more effectively, reducing the likelihood
of future structural damage and allowing freight trains to transport biomass
to and from Drax Power Station more reliably.

Power Station for their patience and collaboration while we completed
these essential repairs. By strengthening the bridge, we’re able to reduce
the number of delays caused by future maintenance work and therefore
deliver an improved service for our freight customers and the communities
they serve.”
Aire Bridge is a 65m long three-span underbridge carrying the twin-ballasted,
non-electrified tracks over the River Aire to the power station, which supplies
around 12 percent of the UK’s renewable electricity.
Mark Gibbens, Drax Group’s Head of Logistics, said: “Drax Power Station
is the UK’s biggest renewable power generator, providing enough green
energy for 4 million homes in the first half of this year. Network Rail’s work to
strengthen the bridge makes our global sustainable biomass supply chain
more resilient, ensuring millions of homes and businesses can rely on the
renewable power Drax generates.”

Network Rail and Vivarail bring the next-generation battery train to COP26
Network Rail and Vivarail have announced that Vivarail’s
next-generation battery train will be launched at COP26
and will run daily services throughout the international
climate change conference. This zero-emission train
uses new batteries, developed by Vivarail, to combine
maximum range with the ability to recharge quickly.
The result is a train that can travel for up to 80 miles on
battery power and recharge in only 10 minutes using
Vivarail’s patented Fast Charge system. Fast Charge’s
development was supported by an Innovate UK grant
and will shortly begin its final stage of Network Rail
approvals.
At COP26, Vivarail will support the UK Government and
wider rail industry’s ambition to reach Net Zero and
carbon reduction targets by bringing to life this emissionfree technology to a number of audiences, including
graduates and global partners. Inspiring the leaders
and innovators of the future is key to reaching Net Zero
and fulfilling the UK’s carbon reduction targets. As part
of the spirit of collaboration across the rail industry for
COP26, which will be held in Glasgow from November
1st, Vivarail has been helped by SLC Operations, Alstom
and VTG with drivers, electrical charging and transport.
Last year, Network Rail became the first railway company
in the world to commit to the most stretching sciencebased targets for reducing carbon. A key part of the strategy
for achieving those targets is decarbonising traction
energy through further overhead line electrification and

using alternative fuels, including battery and hydrogen
trains. A hydrogen-powered train will also feature in a
fringe event at COP26, announced earlier this year by
Network Rail and Porterbrook. This will give guests,
including leaders and climate experts, a first-hand
experience of British technological innovation and
expertise, and how alternative fuel trains of the future
will play a vital part in building back better and greener
from the pandemic.
Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris, said: “We are ambitious
to make our railways even greener and I am delighted that
Vivarail will launch their flagship battery train at COP26,
thanks to investment from our Accelerating Innovation
programme. Decarbonising the rail network is crucial to
reaching net-zero by 2050 and this technology is another
example of how we are building back greener.”
Martin Frobisher OBE, Network Rail’s safety and
engineering director, said: “I’m delighted that we’re
partnering with two thriving British companies in
Vivarail and Porterbrook to showcase the future of rail
in this country to the world at COP26. Rail is already the
greenest form of public transport, and battery-powered
trains will play an important role in our commitment to
providing an even cleaner, greener railway for the future.”
Steve McBride, Managing Director of Vivarail, said:
“It is a great honour to be asked to support such an
important event. The achievement of an innovative

British company like Vivarail to build a first in class train
is a great example of our country’s ingenuity and ability
to find new technologies and ways to do things. Our R&D
team has spent 3 years developing these new batteries,
working with specialists Hoppecke. The result is a new
traction and charging system able to convert diesel stock
or act as range extenders on other types of electric train.

We are now ready to play our part in delivering an
electrified network in the shortest possible time. We
have already sold our first train to the United States –
with a second on order. As part of the RDC family we
have benefited from insights and help from the US and
Europe, so we know our products have ready export
potential – helping decarbonise across the world.”
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London tram No. 2543 departs
East Croydon with a service to
Beckenham Junction on September
20th. John Balaam

Tunbridge Wells to Hastings line to close for
seven days this October half term as
Network Rail engineers tackle landslip
prone sites
Engineers are preparing to improve and strengthen
the resilience of a section of track between
Tunbridge Wells and Hastings known for landslips
this half term (Saturday October 23rd to Friday
29th) meaning no trains will be able to run between
those stations. The works will centre on the
Victorian-built Wadhurst Tunnel, which has seen
its steep-sided entrances increasingly affected by
heavy rain fall and subsidence in recent years.
Much like a recently-completed project at Bearsted
in Kent, the project will see soil nails driven into
the cutting face at both ends of the tunnel, to hold
them fast. By doing the work over a concentrated
period of seven consecutive days, the overall
disruption to passengers can be significantly
reduced, while fast-tracking the delivery of the
reliability and safety benefits of the project.

London tram No. 2533 departs East
Croydon with a service to West
Croydon on September 20th.
John Balaam

Bob Coulson, Network Rail infrastructure director
for Kent route, said: “The steep cutting at Wadhurst
was dug more than 170 years ago and has suffered
from a number of landslips in recent years, causing
significant disruption to passengers on this key
route between the coast and central London.
These stabilisation works are vital for us and
Southeastern to provide more reliable train
services and by doing this work in one block, we
will avoid having to close the line countless
weekends in future. We’re rebuilding our
railway for the future and it’s clear that
closing the railway on weekends – when
it’s now at its busiest – is not the right
way forward. We’ll also be tackling other
vulnerable sites on the line over the seven
days the route is closed, to make the best
use we can of the opportunity.”
Scott Brightwell, Train Services Director at
Southeastern, said: “This essential work
will help reduce the number of delays
in the long term and therefore improve
passenger journeys. We’d ask that our
passengers wishing to travel on

these dates allow considerably more time for their
journeys which will involve accessible rail
replacement buses and coaches. We’re working to
ensure people have as many alternative options
as possible during the closures”
Using the opportunity of the line closure engineers
will also be working on a number of other sites
along the route, including at Strawberry Hill,
Churchsettle, Telham Road cutting, and Nevill
Golf Club embankment.
Network Rail will also be carrying out other
maintenance work at stations when they are
closed during the blockade.
In the past decade alone, engineers have visited
Wadhurst tunnel on numerous occasions to secure
the railway and install temporary fixes to weatherrelated movements.
Passengers are being advised to check their train
services between Tunbridge Wells and Hastings
with bus replacement services being provided for
those who wish to travel.
Photo: A Southeastern train winds its way through
Church Settle, where Network Rail will be working
this October. © Network Rail
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Rail Head Treatmant MPV No. DR98903
is seen at New Brighton station on
September 14th. Michael Lynam

Class 40 No. D345 creeps around the
sharp curves at Earlestown on its way
from Bury to Crewe on October 4th.
John Sloane

Network Rail using innovative fibre-optic technology to boost railway safety and performance
Network Rail has awarded a contract to a consortium led by Thales Ground
Transportation Systems Ltd to develop and trial Fibre Optic Acoustic Sensing
(FOAS) technology that will support improvements in safety and performance
on the railway. FOAS technology will be enriched with data fusion to enhance
the ‘listening’ capabilities of optical fibres, of which there are already around
20,000km running alongside Britain’s railways. The implementation of this
technology – effectively creating a virtual microphone every few metres –
has the potential to enhance remote condition monitoring of assets and
provide valuable data to improve train performance and reduce disruption
for passengers.
The awarding of the contract follows a Design Contest launched in November
2020, led by Network Rail in collaboration with Dutch rail infrastructure
operator ProRail, which challenged over 40 suppliers of different sizes to
come up with proposals for a funded 12-month outcome-focused trial of
FOAS, IoT sensors and smart CCTV cameras, amalgamated through intelligent
data fusion and processing. Companies were required to address four areas
of operational challenges on the railway:
Train movement and position reporting
Rail and wheel defects
Level crossing safety management
Detecting trespass and people on the trackside
The trial work with Thales’ successful bid – featuring a consortium comprising
SMEs to deliver different parts of the technology – will be conducted at

Network Rail’s RIDC Melton test track, and on the mainline railway from
Melton Mowbray to Leicester, commencing in Autumn 2021. The Design
Contest also formed part of an existing agreement between Network Rail
and ProRail to collaborate on research and development opportunities.
The two companies signed a Memorandum of Understanding in March
2019 that illustrated a commitment to work together and share expertise
to solve challenges faced by the railway.
Huw Evans, Network Rail’s R&D portfolio programme manager, said: “This
is a brilliant example of collaboration between Network Rail and ProRail to
research and develop solutions to problems that are common to us both,
and we look forward to working closely with the Thales-led consortium.
RIDC Melton and the adjacent main line provide the perfect operational
scenarios for us to safely and expertly test the technology and fully evaluate
its potential.”
Karel van Gils, Director Innovation & New Technology from ProRail, said:
“The collaboration between Network Rail and ProRail is already a success
and will be continued in the joint development of algorithms for the various
applications in the ProRail Datalab and collaboration with Thales.”
Thales’ winning bid represents an efficient approach to innovation by using
existing infrastructure to deliver new capabilities while avoiding installation
costs.
David Palmer, VP Main Line Rail, Thales in the UK, said: “Thales are excited to

be working with Network Rail and our partners on the research, development
and trialling of Fibre Optic Acoustic Sensing technology. The potential
applications of this technology are vast, with this specific project covering a
number of elements relating to performance and safety, from train movement
to level-crossing safety management. The key objective is to allow Network
Rail to evaluate how this technology can benefit their customers.”
The data could also be a valuable feed into the Rail Data Marketplace (RDM)
– recently announced by the Government – providing a platform to share rail
data across the industry and enabling a step towards a future data-driven
railway. The RDM is expected to create new collaboration opportunities for
developers, tech firms, and the rail industry.
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Dawlish Diversions

Heavy weight Hoodies starting
from £27.50 each, minimal
order of 2.

Softshell, from £27.00 each,
minimal order of 2.

Morf’s (neckwear), starting
from £9.00 each, minimal
order of 3.

10+
£26.50
Price:
EACH

Budget
Hoodies
£18.10 EACH

10+
Price:
£11.75

For 5 plus.

EACH

(Not shown)

Gymsacs, starting from
£5.00 each, minimal order of 3.

We have a broad range of
bags, from shoppers, courier
bags to messenger bags.

10+
£12.75
EACH

10+
£25.50
EACH
Price:

Promotional print T-shirt,
£10.50 each minimal order of 2.

10+
£7.25
EACH

Price:

Price:

Umbrellas, starting from
£14.00 each, minimal order of 3.

10+
£12.75
Price:
EACH

Some more of the nations oddities this month:

Branded merchandise, Draw
bags, mouse mats, coasters.

Branded T-shirts starting
from £8.70 each,
minimal order of 5.

10+
£7.60
EACH
Price:

15+
£8.35
EACH
Price:

Hi-Vis, starting from £7.50
each, minimal order of 2

10+
£6.25
EACH
Price:

If you are after an item not shown,
please ask, we have a vast range.
Prices shown is example pricing,
Pricing will vary on artwork / design
and quantities.
Standard turn-around time 5-7
days. Prices assume collection
from our Huddersfield Service
Centre. Postage if required
charged at cost.

Showing your pride of your organisation, builds awareness and strength in your brand. Get the message out there
consistently with consistent branded apparel. Some of our example pricing, always best to get a bespoke quote.

huddersfield@had-it.co.uk • 01484 500441 • had-print.co.uk

Clubs and
Societies Apparel

Polos, starting from £14.00
each, minimal order of 3.

Did you Know - Ken Mumford

A general view of the loading point and sidings at Peak
Forest on September 29th where resident shunting
locomotive Class 66 433, is seen alongside 60 092
and 66 778. Lee Stanford

From the early 1960s
[1] King class locos Nos. 6001/2/7/12/4/5/7/22 were in store at 84A [Wolverhampton (Stafford Road)] on
November 8th 1962.
[2] Around early 1963, Newly built ‘Westerns’ Nos. D1040/1/3 were noted at Crewe Works while D1009 and
D1011 were noted at Swindon Works.
[3] For the Royal visit to Newport on October 26th 1963, Nos. 6000 and 6018 were used to haul two special
trains were chartered by Richard, Thomas & Baldwins Limited to bring down special guests from London
for the opening of the new Spencer steel-works by the Queen.
Both locos were seen together at Ebbw Junction shed - probably the first time two ‘King’ class locos were
seen at the same time on this depot. The Royal train, however, was hauled by two Hymek type locos said to be the first time that diesels have replaced ‘Castles’ on the Royal train in South Wales.

A Different
View
On September 8th, preserved Class 86 259/
E3137 is (just about) seen at Rugby amongst
the weeds. Barry Longson

A glimpse of No. 35018 ‘British India Line’ at
Hellifield on September 21st. Jeff Nicholls

The lights are on...but no ones at home! Kyle
of Lochalsh station on a very wet October 6th.
Last train in not due for an hour and a half....
Jeff Nicholls

Gloucestershire &
War wickshire

Southern Railway rebuilt Merchant Navy
Class 4-6-2 locomotive No. 35006 ‘Peninsular
& Oriental S. N. Co.’ passes through Hayles
Abbey Halt on September 4th. Neil Pugh
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BRITAIN ’S MOST POWERFUL STEAM LOCOMOTIVE
N O W T W O -T H I R D S B U I LT W I T H £ 2 M TO R A I S E
OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS

P2 progress on all fronts as pony truck and coupling rods trial fitted for
the first time

Reduce overall height to comply with modern, more restricted, loading
gauge – complete

The project to build new Gresley class P2 steam locomotive No. 2007 Prince
of Wales is delighted to announce that it is now two-thirds complete, with
over £4m of the estimated required £6m raised since it was launched in
September 2013.

Fit modern comprehensive electrical system and safety equipment – being
installed

The Gresley class P2 2-8-2 ‘Mikados’ were the most powerful express
passenger locomotives to operate in the UK. They were designed by Sir
Nigel Gresley in the 1930s for the London & North Eastern Railway (LNER)
to haul 600-ton trains on the arduous Edinburgh to Aberdeen route. Sadly,
the design was never fully developed, and they were rebuilt by his successor
Edward Thompson into ungainly class A2/2 4-6-2 ‘Pacifics’ in 1943/4 and
scrapped by 1961. The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust (A1SLT - registered charity
and builders of famous new 100mph steam locomotive No. 60163 Tornado)
is building the seventh member of this class at its Darlington Locomotive
Works (DLW) over ten years, at an estimated cost of around £6m.
Unlike with the Trust’s first new steam locomotive No. 60163 Tornado,
significant development work has been required to ensure that the new
Gresley class P2 reaches its full potential.
Principle areas of redesign:
Develop improved pony truck and frame design using VAMPIRE® modelling
data to confirm ride characteristics – complete
Investigate and confirm valve gear to be fitted; choices were improved Lentz/
Franklin (selected), Walschaerts or British Caprotti – valve gear selected,
design changes and manufacture underway
Investigate and reduce risk of crank axle failure apparent on original class
P2s – design study and manufacture complete
Investigate and confirm design & method of construction of cylinders - cast
versus fabrication – study complete and fabrication underway
Other design changes include:
Use of modified diagram 118A Tornado boiler – under construction
Use of class A1 type Timken roller bearings – complete
Substitution of fabricated frame stays for original cast design – complete
Modification of brake system from vacuum only to BR type dual air/vacuum
installation – being installed
Incorporation of rocking grate and hopper ashpan – under construction

Despite the impact of COVID-19, progress on the construction of the new
Gresley class P2 is moving forward rapidly with assembly work continuing
on all fronts. Now design work for the extensively modified and improved
cylinder block is complete, focus has turned to the adaptation of the Lentz
rotary cam poppet valve gear to overcome deficiencies in the original design.
Our fundraising is also moving forward well:
The monthly ‘P2 for the price of a pint of beer a week’ Covenant scheme
has attracted over 1,000 Covenantors donating around £250,000 per year
and almost £2m including Gift Aid to-date, The Founders Club, The Mikado
Club, The Cylinder Club, The Turbogen Club and The Pony (Truck) Club have
all been closed having reached or exceeded their targets, raising almost
£900,000 including Gift Aid.
The open fundraising clubs - The Boiler Club, The Motion Club, The Tender
Club, The Injectors Club, The Cylinder Manufacturing Club and The P2
Support Coach Appeal - have so far raised almost £1.1m including Gift Aid
Our Dedicated Donation (sponsor a component) scheme has raised over
£440,000 including Gift Aid.
Altogether this means that over £4m has been spent and more than £4m
(including Gift Aid) raised of the estimated £6m required to complete No.
2007 Prince of Wales within the next two years.
Significant progress has been made on all workstreams over the past 12
months, including:
Boiler: DB Meiningen in Germany is constructing two boilers for the Trust
with the first ‘spare’ expected to be delivered in spring 2022 and fitted on
Tornado during its overhaul next year followed by the second for Prince of
Wales in summer 2022; both boilers are substantially complete
Motion: eight of nine rods delivered to DLW with inside rod and strap to be
delivered by end 2021; coupling rods trial fitted to engine
Cylinder block: cylinder block & cast steam ports ordered; CFD study
complete; fabrication of cylinder block nearing completion with delivery
due spring 2022
Valve gear: detailed drawings complete and now in manufacture
Pony truck: delivered to DLW and trial fitted to the engine
Tender: tank and wheelsets complete and at DLW; frame expected to be
delivered to DLW in spring 2022
Electrical systems: trunking approaching completion with materials
delivered, most components manufactured and installation on frame mostly
complete; Axle Driven Alternator test rig manufactured and testing

underway at DLW
Brake gear: linkage and trial assembly on frame complete
Pipework: air pipework layout complete; pipework & fittings between
frame complete; detailed design in cab outstanding and depends on ETCS
requirements
Over the next 12 months the Trust has set itself the targets of achieving:
Cylinder block installed into engine’s frame: delivery due spring 2022
Fit boiler to engine frames: boiler delivery from DB Meiningen in summer
2022
Fit wheels to tender frame: wheelsets to be balanced March 2022; tender
frame delivery to DLW due spring 2022,
Design and install air pipework to tender: layout to be finalised and materials
to be ordered
Electrical circuit design: now that ETCS partner identified, final design for
cab and tender can go ahead
Steam and water pipework installation: special copper pipes and bronze
bar for fittings delivered; manufacture of unique fittings
Air pipework installation almost complete: air tanks to be funded; detailed
design in cab to be completed; order materials and fittings
Heavy motion fully delivered, coupling rods fitted: delivery of inside rod and
strap in 2021 followed by pistons and rods in 2022
Valve gear in manufacture: plan to manufacture a prototype
Gearbox and reverser: create detailed drawings
Mark Allatt, Trustee, The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust, commented:
“Over the past eight years, the project to build Britain’s most powerful steam
locomotive has spent more than £4m on design & construction and raised
over £4m of the estimated £6m required to complete No. 2007 over the next
two years. The trial fitting of the coupling rods and pony truck to the engine for
the first time for the Trust’s Annual Convention is a very significant milestone
in the project to build Britain’s most powerful steam locomotive. We still
have another £2m to raise and so if you would like to see a new Gresley class
P2 sooner rather than later, I would encourage potential supporters to get
on-board by becoming a ‘P2 for the price of a pint of beer a week’, joining
one of our fundraising clubs or sponsoring a specific component through
our Dedicated Donation scheme.”
You can find out more information on the project or to make a donation
by visiting www.p2steam.com, emailing enquiries@p2steam.com or calling
01325 460163.

G o l d e n Va l l e y
Light Railway

On August 30th, Orenstein and Koppel No.
7529, built in 1914, departs Newlands Inn on
the 2ft gauge Golden Valley Light Railway.
Mark Pichowicz

Welsh Highland
Railway

Ex South African Railways NGG 16 Class Garratt
No. 87 waits for the road to Caernarfon at Dinas
with a train from Beddgelert on September
17th. John Sloane

Ex South African Railways NGG 16 Class Garratt
No. 130 stands at Dinas waiting to depart with
a demonstration freight train on September
18th. John Sloane

Former Tasmanian Railway K Class No. K1
approaches Dinas with a WHR Members special
on September 17th. John Sloane
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Welsh Highland
Railway

Ex South African Railways NGG 16 Class Garratt
No. 130 is seen at Pont Croesor with a service
returning from Beddgelert on September 14th.
John Sloane

‘Gelert’ (WB No. 3050/53) stands at Portmadoc
WHR station on September 16th. John Sloane

Festiniog Railway’s No. 10 ‘Merddin Emrys’
and ‘Blanche’ cautiously wind into Portmadoc
with a service returning from Beddgelert on
September 12th. John Sloane
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Great Central
Railway
On a dull September 4th, Deltic Class 55 019
‘Royal Highland Fusiliers’ arrives at Quorn and
Woodhouse working the 14:00 Loughborough
to Leicester North service. Lee Stanford

It’s almost time to go the says the porter to the
second man as early blue liveried Class 101
No. E50266 waits to depart from Quorn and
Woodhouse with the 15:00 Loughborough to
Rothley Brook on September 4th. Lee Stanford

Visiting from the NYMR, the sole operational
single chimney Class 9F No. 92134 approaches
Quorn and Woodhouse working the 14:30
Loughborough to Leicester on September
30th. Lee Stanford

Mid Hants
Railway
On September 12th, Class 20 059 and 20 188
double head the 14:15 freight from Alton to
Alresford past Bighton foot crossing.
David Lindsell

Somerset and Dorset Joint Railway (S&DJR) 7F
2-8-0 No. 53808 passes Bighton foot crossing on
September 12th working the 13:12 Medstead
to Alresford service. David Lindsell

BR Standard Class 4 No. 76017 working the
13:25 Alton to Alresford service passes Bighton
foot crossing on September 12th.
David Lindsell
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Mid Hants
Railway
LMS Ivatt Class 2 2-6-2T No. 41312 with the 11:00
service from Alton to Alresford approaches
North Street over-bridge near Ropley on
October 3rd. David Lindsell

West Country Class locomotive No. 34092 ‘City
of Wells’, visiting from the East Lancs Railway
works the 11:35 Alresford to Alton service as
it approaches the North Street over-bridge at
Ropley on October 3rd. David Lindsell

BR Standard 4MT 2-6-4T No. 80151 works down
the bank and near to North Street over-bridge
at Ropley with the 11:45 Alton to Alresford
service on October 3rd. David Lindsell

Mid Hants
Railway

BR Standard Class 4 No. 76017 working the 15:20 Ropley to
Alresford service passes Bighton foot crossing on September
12th. David Lindsell
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Ffestiniog
Railway
SR E190 ‘Lyd’ stands at Portmadoc with the
historic stock of a Mountain Prince service on
September 12th. John Sloane

Former Penrhyn Quarry Railway 2-4-0 saddle
tank loco ‘Blanche’ stands at Portmadoc
station on September 12th. John Sloane

Built by George England and Co. in 1867 and
recently restored ‘Welsh Pony’ has just been
serviced and refuelled at Portmadoc on
September 12th. John Sloane
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Ffestiniog
Railway
Double Fairlie No. 12 ‘Dafydd Lloyd George’
arrives at Portmadoc with a returning Mountain
Prince service on September 12th. John Sloane

Former Penrhyn Quarry Railway 2-4-0 saddle
tank loco ‘Blanche’ sets off along the Cob with a
Woodland Wanderer train on September 16th.
John Sloane

Double Fairlie No. 12 ‘Dafydd Lloyd George’
arrives at Minfford with a Woodland Wanderer
service on September 15th. John Sloane
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Keighley and Wor th
Va l l e y Ra i l wa y

Bringing back memories of Scotland in the
1980s, Class 27 001 and 26 007 join forces at
the Keighley and Worth Valley railway and are
seen running round their train at Oxenhope on
September 11th. Lee Stanford

Carrying the livery when it first entered service
at the KWVR, Ivatt 2MT No. 41241 pilots
Standard 2 No. 78022 away from Damens loop
with a service for Oxenhope on September
11th. Lee Stanford

Romney Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway

The Romney Hythe and Dymchurch railway
operates locos based on their full sized
cousins and on a sunny September 24th No.
3 ‘Southern Maid’ approaches journeys end
at Dungeness. Lee Stanford
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Hastings
Miniature Railway

The depot at the Hastings Miniature railway
hosts ‘Cornish Pixie’ and ‘Edmund Hannay’
on September 28th. Lee Stanford
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N o r t h Yo r k s h i r e
Moors Railway

BR Standard 4MT No. 76079 arrives at
Levisham on September 5th with a service
to Pickering. Jeff Nicholls
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N o r t h Yo r k s h i r e
Moors Railway

With a haze of blue exhaust, Class 37 264 has
just departed Levisham and is passing through
Dalby Forest with an afternoon Pickering Grosmont service on September 3rd.
Jeff Nicholls

Stanier Black 5 No. 5428 ‘Eric Treacy’ blasts
noisily through Newtondale with the 09:30
from Pickering to Whitby on September 5th.
Jeff Nicholls

On September 8th, Class 20 142 ‘Sir John
Betjeman’ is seen just outside Grosmont
station, having recently arrived at the line.
Allison Twycross
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Kent & East Sussex
Railway

BR No. 30070, now carrying the War Dept.
No. WD300 ‘Major General Frank S. Ross’,
arrives at Tenterden with 11:43 from Bodiam
on September 22nd. John Balaam

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 196

Bluebell
Railway

SE&CR No. 65 is seen at Sheffield Park on
September 21st after arrival with the 11:55
from East Grinstead. John Balaam
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S e v e r n Va l l e y
Railway
On September 16th, GWR Hudswell Clark
Saddle Tank No. 813 arrives at Kidderminster
with a goods train. Richard Hargreaves
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S e v e r n Va l l e y
Railway
GWR 1500 Class 0-6-0PT No. 1501 is seen
ready for departure from Kidderminster on
September 16th. Richard Hargreaves

On September 17th, GWR ‘Hall’ Class No. 4953
‘Pitchford Hall’ arrives at Kidderminster with a
service from Bridgnorth. Richard Hargreaves

GWR Panniers Nos. 7714, 1501 and 9466 are
seen at Kidderminster on September 17th.
Richard Hargreaves

S e v e r n Va l l e y
Railway
SR West Country Class No. 34027 ‘Taw Valley’
simmers between duties at Kidderminster on
September 16th. Richard Hargreaves

Class 52 No. D1015 ‘Western Champion’ departs
the SVR on September 17th, heading off for a
main line test run. Richard Hargreaves

An immaculate Class 31 466 is seen stabled
alongside the signal box at Highley on
September 16th. Richard Hargreaves

S e v e r n Va l l e y
Railway
On September 15th, Hudswell Clark Saddle
Tank No. 813 and LMS Ivatt Class 4 No. 43106
are seen at Bridgnorth. Ken Mumford

GWR 4-6-0 Hall Class No. 4953 ‘Pitchford
Hall’ was built by the Great Western Railway
at Swindon Works in August 1929 at a cost
of £4375. The locomotive was withdrawal by
British Railways in May 1963 having covered
1,344,464 miles during its working life, and is
seen here, still working in its retirement,arriving
at Highley on September 17th. Neil Pugh
Class 52 No. D1062 makes its arrival at Hampton
Loade, passing Class 50 035 during the lines
Autumn diesel gala on October 2nd.
Tom Blanpain

S e v e r n Va l l e y
Railway

GWR 0-6-0 Saddle Tank locomotive No. 813 was built
in 1900 by Hudswell Clarke for the Port Talbot Railway
Company, which later became part of the GWR. The
loco is seen here departing Highley on September
17th. Neil Pugh
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East Lancs
Railway
Faded large logo liveried Class 50 015 is
seen crossing Brooksbottom Viaduct near
Summerseat, during the ELR Autumn gala on
September 18th. Barry Longson

BR Green Class 24 No. D5054 ‘Phil Southern’,
who was one of the early members of the East
Lancashire Railway, passes Little Burrs Cutting
with the 14:56 Bury to Rawtenstall service on
September 5th. Paul Senior

After starring at the ELR Diesel Gala, Class 40
Preservation Society’s English Electric No.
D345 takes a turn on scheduled services on
September 19th, seen here whistling along the
Irwell Valley. Gerald Nicholl
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East Lancs
Railway
Class 37 688 approaches Burrs Country Park
station with a service to Heywood on September
18th. Michael Lynam

On September 17th, Class 37 109 departs
Summerseat with a service to Bury.
Michael Lynam

On September 18th, Class 47 No. D1501 has
just emerged from Brooksbottom Tunnel with
the 10:45 Bury - Ramsbottom non-stop service
and is about to plunge into the much shorter
Nuttall Tunnel. Jeff Nicholls
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East Lancs
Railway
Masquerading as long lost sister No. 818
‘Glory’, Bury based Warship No. 832 slows for
the Ramsbottom stop on September 18th
having just passed the token for the section to
Rawtenstall to the signalman. Lee Stanford

Scotrail liveried Class 47 765 approaches
Summerseat with a Heywood - Rawtenstall
service on September 17th. Michael Lynam

Cravens Class 105 DMU Nos. SC51485 and
E56121 with BRCW Class 104 DMU Nos. M50455
and M50517 working a Bury - Ramsbottom
shuttle are seen approaching Burrs Country
Park station. Michael Lynam

East Lancs
Railway
Visiting the line, LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103
‘Flying Scotsman’ coasts through Little Burrs
Cutting, on a warm September 5th with the
15:01 Rawtenstall to Bury Bolton Street service.
Paul Senior

On September 17th, Class 25 279 approaches
Summerseat en route to Rawtenstall.
Michael Lynam

On September 4th, SR WC Class No. 34092
‘City of Wells’ departs Irwell Vale heading to
Rawtenstall. Michael Lynam

East Lancs
Railway
With its first southbound train of the day, LNER
A3 Pacific No. 60103 ‘Flying Scotsman’ heads
a non-stop run to Bury at Summerseat on
September 5th. Gerald Nicholl
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Swanage
Railway
SR 2-6-0 U Class No. 31806 and BR 2-6-4T Class
4MT No. 80104 are seen along with Class 08 No.
D3591 at Swanage on September 25th.
David Lindsell

A Class 08 and a Class 33 are seen stabled at
Swanage on September 25th. David Lindsell

SR 4-6-2 West Country Class No. 34028
‘Eddystone’ departs Corfe Castle on September
29th. David Lindsell

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 208

Wensleydale
Railway
Class 03 144 shunts stock at Leeming Bar on
September 21st. Class 143 623 and 33 035 are
seen in the distance in the storage sidings.
Michael Lynam

On September 21st, now part of the running
fleet, former Northern Class 142 060 is seen at
Leeming Bar station. Michael Lynam

Class 117 DMU car No. 51353 is currently in use
as a community coach at Leeming Bar station.
Michael Lynam

Ribble Steam
Railway
Grant Ritchie works No. 272/1894 and Bagnall
works No. 2680/1942 ‘Courageous’ cross the
Swing Bridge en route to Strand Road on
September 26th. Michael Lynam

Hawthorn Leslie works No. 3931/1938 (No. 21)
and Grant Ritchie works No. 272/1894 cross
the Swing Bridge heading towards the river on
September 26th. Michael Lynam

Bagnall works No. 2680/1942 ‘Courageous’
passes Lockside Road crossing on September
26th. Michael Lynam
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National Railway
M u s e u m , Yo r k

On September 9th, LNER A4 No. 4498 ‘Sir Nigel
Gresley’, in wartime livery, stands outside
the museum waiting its move to Crewe for
continued restoration. Michael Lynam

The museum’s shunter Class 09 017 is seen
outside the museum with Class 108 Driving
Motor Brake Second No. 51922. Michael Lynam

Pride of place in the main hall is still HST power
car No. 43002. Michael Lynam

From the
Archives
Class 3D ‘East Sussex’ Diesel Electric Multiple
Unit No. 1310 leads another into London
Victoria with a service from East Grinstead on
November 7th 1980. John Sloane

Class 40 115 heads a passenger service past
Rhosneiger on July 16th 1976. Mark Enderby

Class 47 308, with number in an unusual place,
is seen at Crewe Basford Hall open day on
August 21st 1994. Steve Stepney
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From the
Archives
A Class 14 and Class 66 are seen at Beechbrook
Farm with HS1 engineers trains on July 30th
2002. Mark Enderby

Class 87 022 hauls some Class 325 mail units
on a Shieldmuir to Willesden service on May
10th 2006. John Sloane

Class 89 001 stands at Bounds Green depot,
London on October 21st 1989. Steve Stepney
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From the
Archives
Class 86 No. E3195 (86 426) passes the site of
Standish Junction with an empty steel train to
Scotland on April 23rd 1972. John Sloane

EE Type 4 No. 290 passes Standish Junction
with a northbound tank train on March 25th
1972. John Sloane

LNER A3 No. 4472 ‘Flying Scotsman’ is captured
blowing off at Guide Bridge on September 28th
1979. Steve Stepney
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From the
Archives
Class 50 024 is seen near Didcot with a London
Paddington to Oxford service.
Michael Bennett

Class 03 073 is seen at Birkenhead Docks on
May 2nd 1988. John Sloane

An unidentified Class 8F emerges from
Standedge tunnel with a rake of 16 ton empty
coal wagons on March 11th 1968. Dave Felton

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 215

From the
Archives
Deltic No. 9010 ‘The Kings Own Scottish
Borderer’ is seen in full flight at Balderton,
south of Newark, with a northbound express
on December 31st 1973. John Sloane

Former LMS Stanier 2-6-4T 4P Tank Class No.
42426 is seen at Bolton motive power depot
with less than a month to go before being
withdrawn from service on November 27th
1965. Dave Felton

Class 40 106 is seen stabled at Longsight depot
in 1981. Brian Hewertson
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