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Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the Photographic Contributions

Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join All Photographic contributions should to be sent
the team. We are always looking for talented to us via email, post or via the members section
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk. page on our website. Contact addresses are
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a provided above.

written article featuring an event or railtour,

All images should be provided at a resolution of

at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Welcome to

Season Greetings to all our readers
and contributors. When | look back at
2021, | have to admit that | wouldn’t
have thought that there would be so
many ‘heritage’ diesels still out and
about on the main line, however with
the news that GBRf have hired a pair
of LSL Class 37s to bolster their fleet,
there seems to be no end in sight.

| am looking forward to 2022 with the
return of a Peak to the main line and
who knows a Class 58 perhaps!

Inthenewsthismonth...Followingthe
COP26 Climate Summit in Glasgow
there has been a flurry of activity
from train builders and operators
regarding cleaner greenertrains. One
such example is Hitachi Rail, Angel
Trains, and TransPennine Express
(TPE) who have agreed in principle
to retrofit a train with batteries in
order to carry out a trial of this clean
technology on the TransPennine
route in 2022.

Installing battery technology on
a Hitachi intercity train will help
cut fuel usage and reduce carbon
emissions by at least 20 per cent. A
successful trial of the technology
will unlock the potential for further
emission and fuel savings to support
industry decarbonisation targets.
Once complete, the trial provides a
pathway for Hitachi Rail, the train
builder and maintainer, and Angel
Trains, the train’s owner to develop
plans to retrofit batteries to the
wider fleet. The TPE ‘Nova 1’ fleet
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comprises 19 trains that connects
major towns and cities across
Northern England and Scotland.
The trial will complement the major,
multi-billion-pound  Transpennine
route upgrade currently helping
to improve connectivity across the
North. The trial will see a diesel
engine replaced by batteries to help
power a five-carriage train, along
with the two remaining engines. The
power provided by the batteries will
help to reduce the amount of fuel
requiredtooperatethetrain.Byusing
less fuel, the service will cut carbon
emissions by at least 20 per cent,
with the potential for further savings.
The technology benefits passengers
by operating solely on battery power
when travelling in and out of station
areas, cutting noise pollution and
helping to improve air quality. While
parts of the TPE route are electrified,
trains are currently required to use
their diesel engines for the majority
of the time. Ahead of the completion
offullelectrification,addingabattery
and creating an electric-diesel-
battery hybrid, offers a fast and
effective means of reducing carbon
emissions. Hitachi is committed to
becomingaclimatechangeinnovator
and has been a Principal Sponsor
of COP26. The business is a global
leader in rail battery technology and
in October 2021 celebrated five years
sincetheinauguralrunofthe DENCHA
train, the world’s first battery-
powered passenger train. Hitachi
is also able to draw on the support

of its battery partner - Hyperdrive
Innovation. The company is creating
and developing battery packs for
mass production at Hyperdrive’s
HYVE facility in Sunderland, the
UK’s first independent battery pack
manufacturing facility.

Peter Wilkinson, Managing Director
for Passenger Services at the
Department for Transport (DfT), said:
“I’mthoroughlydelightedtoseethese
battery trains progressing. In a world
increasingly vulnerable to climate
change, and the environmental
and atmospheric impacts of carbon
and other forms of pollution,
the rail industry must both show
leadership and take the lead; waiting
for permission simply won’t be an
acceptable excuse. This projectis an
exemplar and we are going to need
others like it if we are to succeed in
creating a future mixed economy
of modern, environmentally clean,
and safe future rolling stock traction
solutions.”

Or the editors view is that you could
simply electrify more of the network.

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy

This Page

Class90036,with90024 leading, waitsto departfromthe

Front Cover

former parcels platform at Preston, headingto Blackpool

North, with the ECS for the UK Railtours ‘Blackpool
llluminations’ tour back to London Euston on November

27th. Paul Senior

Barry Longson

Class 60 074 ‘LUKE’ in Puma Energy livery, arrives
into Peak Forest on November 8th with the 10:08
Arpley sidings to Tunstead empty hoppers.
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With this year’s Rail Head Treatment Trains handed over to Class 66s, opportunities to catch
Class 37 action around Wakefield are limited, so ROGs Class 37 611 moving TransPennine stock
from Gascoigne Wood to Longsight was a welcome visitor as it crosses the River Calder on
October 26th.

With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without: Ken Abram,

Derek Aldcroft,

Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,

John Balaam,

Christopher Baldwin,

Geoff Barton, Brian Battersby,
Paul Beard, Steven Beesley,

Mike Bennett,Sam Bilner, Tim Bott,
Ben Bucki, Keith Chapman,

Steve Chapman, Julian Churchill,
Nick Clemson,

John Coleman, Keith Davies,

Steve Donald, Robert Duff,

Eddie Emmott, Derek Elston,
Mark Enderby, Dave Felton,

Greig Gibson, Paul Godding,

Carl Grocott,

Richard Hargreaves,

Dave Harris, Jim Haywood,

Brian Hewertson, Paul Hewertson,
Stuart Hillis, Lee Huggins,

Anton Kendall, Keith Hookham,
David Hollowood, Derek Hopkins,
Jasmine Ingham, Colin Irwin,

Jon Jebb, Richard Jones,

Colin Kennington, David Lindsell,
Ken Livermore,

Barry Longson, Michael Lovatt,
Michael Lynam, Kevin McCormick,
Jonathan McGurk,

Phil Martin,

Dave Mather, David Mead,

Chris Morrison, Ken Mumford,

Alan Naylor, Gerald Nicholl,
Jeff Nicholls,

Stuart Parkes,

Andy Parkinson, Dave Peel,
Mark Pichowicz, Colin Pidgeon,
David Pratt, Neil Pugh,

Tim Richardson, Alan Righby,
Charlie Robbins, Bryan Roberts,
Tim Saunders, Neil Scarlett,
Stephen Simpson,

Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,
Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.

Tim Ward, Andrew Wilson,
David Wood, Leuan Wood,
Shep Woolley and the guys at
RailUK.
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Salisbury and Bath Christmas Statesman
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Avanti West

Coast

On November 4th, Class 390 005 is seen passing
Winwick while working the 10:43 London Euston to
Edinburgh Waverley service.

Heroic Avanti West Coast employee honoured by Prime Minister

An Avanti West Coast employee who sat for hours talking
to a woman contemplating suicide has been honoured
by the Prime Minister.

In a surprise visitto Warrington Bank Quay Station, Boris
Johnson handed a “Heart of Gold” award to Jennifer
Birdsall, a Customer Service Assistant who has helped
save the lives of multiple vulnerable individuals in her
career.

The Prime Minister, alongside Secretary of State for
Transport, the Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP, presented
Jennifer with her award, taking time to talk about her
role at the station before jumping on an Avanti West
Coast service for Wolverhampton.

As well as helping vulnerable people, Jennifer has built
an army of fans at Warrington where she is known for

making cups of tea and coffee for train enthusiasts and
working with local volunteers to arrange station plant
displays.

Shewasexpectingtoreceivetheaward,underthe “Going
the Extra Mile” category from the Railway Benefit Fund
after colleagues atthe station nominated herbutwas not
expecting to receiveitin person from the Prime Minister,
who stopped at Warrington during a tour of stations in
the North.

Talking after receiving the award, Jennifer said: “I'm a
bit overwhelmed | have to say. Never did | expect to win
anything.I’mjustdoing myjob. The Railway Benefit Fund
do such great work, so it means a lot to be recognised
by them. But the award is a much for me as it is for the
wonderful team we have at Bank Quay. We’re all part of
the railway family and to have the Prime Minister and

Secretary of State visit was extra special.”

The Heart of Gold Awards are organised by the Railway
Benefit Fund, a charity that supports current and former
railway employees, and are designed to celebrate the
efforts of people working in the rail industry.

Claire Houghton, CEO of the Railway Benefit Fund,
said: “RBF are delighted to present our Going the
Extra Mile Award to Jennifer. We were so moved by her
nominationwhichdemonstratedherincrediblekindness
and dedication to her colleagues and customers.
Congratulations Jennifer and keep up the good work!”

Jennifer was also praised by Pete Waterman, the pop
impresario and President of RBF who uses Warrington
Bank Quay regularly. “The Going the Extra Mile Award
couldn’t go to a more deserving individual; | see Jenny

regularly when | travel from Warrington Bank Quay, and
she is always so warm and friendly. Jenny truly has a
Heart of Gold,” he said.

Jennifer added that she was honoured to receive the
award on behalf of her colleagues at the station. “To win
the Heart of Gold Award is truly amazing and I’m proud
to receive it on behalf of all my colleagues at Warrington
Bank Quay. We’re a close-knit team, who are proud to
serve Warrington and want to make a difference in the
community.”



Avanti West

Coast

On November 8th, Class 390 121
speeds through Stafford with a
service to London Euston.

Wigan North Western Station celebrates town’s rich heritage with unique mural

A bespoke mural celebrating the heritage of the local area has been unveiled
at Wigan North Western station. The large-scale artwork is a special
representation of the town and has been created by a local artist as part of
a project by South East Lancashire Community Rail Partnership.

Funded through Avanti West Coast’s Station Community Fund, the mural
projectaimedtotransformthestation’sunderpasswithamemorable feature
- providing a welcoming gateway for everyone travelling to or from Wigan
North Western by train.

Featuringwords and phrases from the Wiganese dialect - a key characteristic
of the town’s warm and spirited community - the artwork is decorated with
a part of Wigan’s heritage or reflects those who have contributed to the
artwork.

The A-to-Z mural design gives a vibrant introduction to Wigan - from the
local delicacy (Wigan Kebab), and the town’s landmarks, as well as the
local language Wiganers use in everyday conversations. It also offers the
community an opportunity to rediscover their heritage.

Words and phrases were nominated by the community through workshops
supported by organisations, including Wigan Youth Zone; social media; and
purpose-made post-boxes hosted by independent businesses.

Lettering artist, Jess Riley, then used these as the basis of the artwork to
capture the culture, personality, and rich industrial and social heritage of
Wigan. QR codes displayed on the mural offer more information about the
words, phrases and people behind the artwork once scanned.

Kerry Riley, Customer Experience Manager at Avanti West Coast, said: “We’re
proud to have played our part in the mural project and join local people to
celebrate Wigan, as we want to champion the

places and communities we serve. This unique

artwork captures the vibrant, friendly spirit of

the community - providing a warm welcome

to people travelling to or from Wigan North

Western by train. We’re sure it will bring a smile

to the faces of our customers, local community

and the Avanti West Coast team for many years

to come.”

DrStephDermott,CommunityRailDevelopment
Officer at Wigan Community Rail, said: “It has
been an amazing process to project manage
and watch this mural come to life over the
past few months. We hope it will give the local
community great pride in their language and
culture and give railway travellers a real taste of
Wiganese!”

Speaking about her involvement in the art mural, Jess Riley, said: “Through
this mural project with South East Lancashire Community Rail Partnership,
we’re celebrating the unique Wigan dialect, known as ‘Wiganese’, and the
iconic elements of our town. It has been great to work with the community to
discover their favourite Wigan words, as well as other things that people love
about the town, such as local landmarks of past and present, and combine
these ideas in the mural itself.”
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Winwick.

A service that switched to diesel power for a short
period, dueto the cost of electricity, was the Mossend
to Daventry service, seen here back in the hands of
Class 90 029 and 90 028 on December 2nd, passing

DB Cargo UK launches major new campaign to encourage modal shift from road to rail

‘Freight belongs on rail!” is the message DB Cargo UK
planstotaketotheheartof Governmentaspartofamajor
new campaign launched. The UK’s largest rail freight
company is teaming up with some of Britain’s biggest
businesses to lobby the UK Government to set a legally-
binding target for future modal shift - the switching of
transportation from road to rail - and encourage other
businesses to follow their lead.

Thecampaignwaslaunchedtorailindustry stakeholders
at the official opening of DB Cargo UK’s new £7m rail
freight terminal in Cricklewood, North London, which is
supporting some of the country’s biggest infrastructure
projects like HS2 and the ongoing regeneration of Brent
Cross.

Every year the new terminal will handle the import
and export of 1.5 million tonnes of aggregates and
construction spoil that would otherwise by transported
by road.

With the average train carrying the equivalent of 76
HGVs and generating around 75% less harmful carbon
emissions, the company claims it is a shining example
of why the Government should redouble its efforts to
encourage greater use of rail freight.

DB Cargo UK CEO Andrea Rossi said: “Freight belongs
on rail. The more goods and materials we can get off the
road and onto rail will reduce congestion, significantly
cut carbon emissions and improve air quality - some of
the UK’s Government’s key objectives in its drive to
achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2050. With the
recent publication of the Williams-Schapps Plan for Rail
and the well-documented challenges currently being
faced by road hauliers, there has never been a better
time for Government to promote rail freight as the way
forward. Setting down in legislation a legally-binding
target for UK modal shift, like has already been done in
Scotland, will provide the confidence and certainty
needed to unlock sustained investment in rail freight

going forward.”

“It will also drive greater ownership and accountability,
as well as encouraging greater collaboration and
innovation - behaviours we have already seen from
rail freight operators and their customers following
the UK Government’s publication of its target for
decarbonisation,” he added.

As part of DB Cargo UK’s ‘Freight belongs on rail’
campaign, the company is asking its existing customers,
including some of Britain’s biggest businesses, to lobby
Prime Minister Boris Johnson urging him to act.

“Some of Britain’s best known construction companies,
supermarkets, steel manufacturers and car makers
are already enjoying the economic and environmental
benefits of using rail freight and we will be working
closely with them in the months to come to carry the
message to other businesses who would benefit from

changing their existing transport strategies,” said Mr
Rossi.

“It will, however, take a collaborative effort by all
stakeholdersinvolved - Government, regulators, the rail
companies, industry bodies and customers - to deliver
the policiesandreforms necessaryto unlockrail freight’s
true potential,” he added.

AndyBagnall, Director General atthe Rail Delivery Group,
said: “Moving more freight by rail helps businesses
deliver, frees up space on congested roads and prevents
unnecessarycarbonemissions,supportingaclean,green
economic recovery from the pandemic. Now is the time
for government to build on these benefits —an ambitious
rail freight growth target will unleash further private
sector investment to improve connectivity and deliver

economic and environmentally-friendly benefits,” he
added.
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On November4th, Class 66 165 passes
Kempseye with 6V75 09:39 Dee Marsh
Reception Sidings - Margam TC.

University of Huddersfield and DB Cargo UK announce new research and innovation collaboration

The University of Huddersfield and DB Cargo UK have
announced a new, framework research and innovation
collaboration, deepening the relationship between the
two organisations.

ThiscollaborationwillallowtheUniversityofHuddersfield
and DB Cargo UK to advance the industrial application
of fundamental research and innovation, through the
utilisation of the University’s R&D capabilities in rail.

The first stage of this collaboration will see the Institute
of Railway Research (IRR) joinwith DB Cargo UKtodeliver
a pipeline of innovation for the rail freight industry,
supported by the IRR’s latest project, the ERDF

LCR Smart Rolling Stock Maintenance Research Facility
(SRSMRF). The collaboration will focus on research to
improve the efficiency of freight wagon and locomotive
maintenance by working with the SRSMRF’s Research
Fellows and a range of industry partners across the rail
supply chain.

The collaboration was established by the University of
Huddersfield’s Professor Paul Allen and DB Cargo UK’s
Chief Transformation and Digitalisation Officer, Marie
Hill.

Professor Allen says: “DB Cargo UK has made an
enormous investment in the future of the UK’s freight
railways and we are delighted to be collaborating with
itin bringing the world-class expertise of IRR to support
this mission.”

Professor Gareth Tucker, SRSMRF Principal Investigator,
says: “We are looking forward to working with DB Cargo
to identify methods to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of wagon and locomotive maintenance
using our facilities and expertise in robotics and
automation, remote condition monitoring and
operations management”.

Marie Hill says: “We are proud to be deepening our
relationship with the University of Huddersfield, which
since the launch of UKRRIN (UK Rail Research Innovation
Network) has gone from strength to strength”

ProfessorAllen says: “This collaborationisthe beginning
of a long-term alliance with DB Cargo UK, strengthening
the connections between academia and industry and
producing products and services that will be of real
benefit to the industry as a whole.”
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A DRS convoy sees Class 68 017 leading

37 059 and 66 421 as they depart from Crewe
on November 5th with the 14:26 Crewe Gresty
Bridge to Willesden Brent light engine move.

The futures bright, the futures green

Nuclear Transport Solutions’ rail division has launched a
newlocomotivedesignatthisyear’sLowCarbonLogistics
eventin Mossend, Scotland. As partofthe programmefor
COP26,Low Carbon Logisticswasdevelopedtocelebrate
innovation in the rail freight sector and showcase
its environmental benefits. The UN Climate Change
Conference of the Parties (COP26) brings governments,
experts and scientists together to accelerate action
towards the goals of the Paris Agreement and the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change.

The new green design for Direct Rail Services’ 68
006 showcases the superb environmental benefits
of rail freight and how a diesel locomotive is able to
significantly reduce its carbon emissions when using
HVO fuel. Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil (HVO), is a direct
replacement for traditional diesel and is one of the
cleanest fuels on the market. Supplied by Crown Oil,
this second-generation, synthetic, advanced renewable
diesel alternative eliminates up to 90 per cent of the
carbon (CO2e) and significantly reduces nitrogen oxide
(NOx), particulate matter (PM) and carbon monoxide
(CO) emissions.

Seth Kybird, NTS CEO, said: “We’re launching this new
livery as a real visual reminder that rail is the most
environmentally friendly way to transport goods and
using this fuel its carbon dioxide figures are amazingly
low. Rail is already 76 per cent less polluting than road
and if successful this trial will show that using this type
of fuel rail can play a huge part in the UK in achieving
net carbon zero. We already have our excellent Class 88
bi-mode electric locomotives but this fuel could provide
an alternative where the overhead electric wires are not
available, which opens up 62 per cent of the network to
extremely low CO2 freight.”

The locomotive also has a new name - Pride of the
North as a tribute to all of DRS’s work in Scotland and
northern England, where it will spend much of its life.
Nuclear Transport Solutions (NTS), a subsidiary of the
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA), is currently
running a trial of the fuel using traditional Class 66s
and now also in this special Class 68 - the UK’s most
advanced diesel locomotive - to showcase the steps
it is taking to towards achieving Net Carbon Zero. In
the groundbreaking six-week trial the trains will travel

across Scotland from Inverness to Mossend delivering
vital supermarket goods, travelling the 340-mile round
trip, with hugely reduced carbon dioxide emissions.
They will travel over 12,000 miles, delivering over 1,440
containers in the trial’s duration.

Steve Hardy, Director of Environment for the NDA, said:
“This trial of a diesel replacement has the potential
for a very large reduction in carbon footprint and is
an important part of our carbon reduction plans. It’s
extremely exciting, and the learning from the trial will
be shared with all our other business in the NDA group.
Thesetrials,which may lead to differentways of working,
are vital as part of our route to carbon net zero.”

Seth went on to say: “In the trial we estimate a saving of
over 284,203 kg CO2e when compared to diesel fuel. This

isasignificantsavingandrepresents a huge step towards
net carbon zero rail freight using existing locomotives.

This could revolutionise how we operate and ensure DRS
is at the forefront of environmentally friendly transport,
completing the cycle of low carbon electricity when
transporting spentnuclearfuel,orensuringsupermarket
goods are transported with minimal carbon emissions.”

Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris added: “This is what
building back greener is all about, boosting British
business while cutting carbon.“Rail is one of the most
eco-friendly ways to transport goods and this trial helps
make it even cleaner, helping us hit our net zero targets
on transport.”
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23rd.

Freightliner

Freightliner, a subsidiary of Genesee & Wyoming
Inc. (G&W) and a leading UK rail freight operator, is
supporting the development of Gd45 powered by Shell
GTL Fuel, a new lower emission fuel, and will be the first
to use the product for operational trials on some of its
diesel-powered services in support of theircommitment
to enhancing the environmental benefits of rail-freight
transportation.

This new, cleaner fuel solution designed by GBF, the
UK’s leading provider of Hydrogenated Vegetable Oil
(HVO) and Shell, tackles GHG (greenhouse gases) and
particulateemissionsintherailandroadfreightindustry.
Gd45 Powered by Shell GTL Fuel consists of 55% Shell
GTL (gas to liquids)Fuel and 45% Gd+ HVO.

Freightliner has been extensively trialling the fuel on
some of its services over recent months in partnership
with GBF and Shell. Datacollected fromthetestingshows
significantemissionsreductionsin dieselengines of 84%
methane, 14% NOx and 18% ultra fine particulates when
compared to regular diesel. There was no performance
impact or loss of horsepower.

Class 59 201 with a Merehead to Acton stone
train is seen on Crofton Curve on November

accelerates progress towards Net Zero with low emission fuel

The substantial carbon and air quality benefits show
that this will be an important transitional fuel on the
journey to net zero by 2050. Transitioning across to Gd45
powered by Shell GTL Fuel for diesel services would
lower Freightliner’s CO2e emissions by 50%, equivalent
to 91,740mt every year. GBF is a UK Business Climate
Leader and the first HVO supplier to be approved by
Zemo’s Renewable Fuels Assurance Scheme.

Magnus Hammick, Chief Operating Officer at GBF,
comments: “GBF has been delighted to be fully engaged
withtheFreightlinerteamtoshowtheemperical benefits
of advanced fuels. The current energy crisis shows both
the resilience of industry to innovate other ways to hit
their net zero goals, and the value of drop in alternative
fuels on the road to decarbonising rail. We’re happy to
see great strides have been made, but the recent hikesin
energy prices and the fact the UK National Grid is still in
the process of cutting its emissions, shows that we still
have a way to travel to achieve these long term goals.
The rail networks deliver the lowest carbon solution for
bulk freight movement when running on Gd45 powered
by Shell GTL Fuel. Gd45 Powered by Shell GTL Fuel

is a bridging technology that supports the emissions
reductions of legacy fleets in the interim period between
now and net zero. It’s a way to make an immediate
difference today.”

Tim Shakerley, Managing Director, Rail at Freightliner,
comments: “With COP 26 focusingglobal attentiononthe
importance of climate change, Freightlineris committed
to and at the forefront of a number of energy saving
initiatives aimed at reducing their carbon footprint
even further. Rail is already the most carbon efficient
mode for transporting freight around Great Britain, and
growing volumes using alternative fuels will be crucial
to support the decarbonisation of the UK economy. The
journey to net zero 2050 will require a range of different
technologies and fuels, and we are delighted to have
supported the development of this transitional fuel.
The emissions reductions are exceptional, with average
reduced CO2e emissions of 43%, a reduction in NOx of
14% and 18% fewer ultra fine particulates compared to
conventional diesel, demonstrating the strong carbon
and air quality benefits of this fuel. Working closely with
GBF and Shell, the trials show that this fuel offers

significant environmental gains, with no performance
impact or loss of horsepower. We are delighted that
Freightliner will continue operational trials of the Gd45
Powered by Shell GTL Fuel across a number of our
services.”

Renee Power at Shell, GM - Global GTL Market
Development comments: “Working closely with GBF, we
have developed Gd45Powered by Shell GTL Fuel, a lower
carbon, cleaner fuel to help the hard to abate sectors
like the rail and road freight industry, take the first step
on their decarbonisation journey today.”
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Class 60 096 working the 6EQ9 Liverpool Biomass
Terminal - Drax passes Daresbury on November
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GB Railfreight has named a Class 92 electric locomotive billy Stirling” during a ceremony at
Mossend International Railfreight Park (MIRP) as part of COP26 in Glasgouw.

GB Railfreight has named a Class 92 electric locomotive
‘BillyStirling’duringaceremonyatMossendlInternational
Railfreight Park (MIRP) as part of COP26 in Glasgow.

Located next to the electrified West Coast Main Line,
MIRP is Scotland’s largest international multi-modal
rail freight park and welcomes up to 16 trains per
day. At peak operation, the rail freight park has the
capacity to save over 200,00 tonnes of carbon per year,
supporting a transition to a zero-carbon economy. The
naming ceremony formed part of the ‘Let’s Talk about
Rail Freight’ day at the Low Carbon Logistics event,
developedtosupportthe UKand Scottish Governments’
vision for a zero-carbon supply chain at COP26 and was
unveiled by Billy Stirling’s daughter, Julie Corr.

Low Carbon Logistics was a three-day event committed
to raising the profile and awareness of low carbon
transition in the rail and road freight sectors, providing
the opportunity to celebrate innovation and promote
the importance of Pulling Together for Net Zero.

As the third generation of the 151-year-old family-
owned operator, Peter D. Stirling Limited, Billy Stirling
introducedrailinvolvementintothecompany.Following
this success, the Peter D. Stirling operation moved to

Mossend Railhead in 1981. Under Billy’s guidance, the
operator continued to thrive, resulting in the MIPR of
present day.

Class 92s are the most powerful electric locomotives in
the UK, with the ability to work all over the electrified
networkaswellasthroughthe ChannelTunnelinFrance.
They have been specially converted for operation of
Caledonian Sleeper vehicles.

Tim Hartley, Business Development Director of GB
Railfreight, said: “Billy Stirling was a true pioneer of
the modern rail freight market in Scotland and played
a vital role in the UK’s economic prosperity. It’s great to
see his legacy live on through the next generation of the
Stirling family and the development of a major new low
carbon, multi-modal rail freight facility in MIRP.”

David Stirling, Managing Director of Peter D. Stirling
Limited, said: “The whole Stirling family is very pleased
that our father, Billy Stirling’s hard work in building up
the business has been recognised in such a magnificent
way . His name is now attached to one of the strongest
and ‘greenest’ electric freight locomotives around -
something he would have been very proud of.”
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GB Railfreight (GBRf), in partnership with Hitachi Rail, is proud to have supported Lumo by
delivering its brand-new fleet of high-speed electric trains that entered service last month

GB Railfreight (GBRf), in partnership with Hitachi Rail, is
proud to have supported Lumo by delivering its brand-
new fleet of Class 803 high-speed electric trains that
entered service last month.

Since May, GBRf has provided Hitachi Rail with train
planning, haulage, and crews for the testing of these
new trains which aim to bring rapid, low-cost, electric
travel to the East Coast Main Line, from London to
Edinburgh. GBRf will shortly deliver the fifth and final
trainforthe Lumofleet to HitachiRail’s Edinburgh depot
in Craigentinny.

Moving forward, the long-term partnership between
GBRf and Hitachi Rail will focus on commissioning new
trains for East Midlands Railway and the West Coast
Partnership,inadditiontotransitandtestingoperations
in support of existing fleets across the country.

John Smith, CEO of GB Railfreight, said: “Working
closely with our long-standing client Hitachi Rail, we’ve
ensured the new fleet of Class 803 welcomes passengers
as promised. This is a giant step forward in showcasing
the role electric rail travel can, and must play, if the UK
IS to meet its net zero targets.”

Gary Townsend, Project Manager, Hitachi Rail, said:

“When it came to selecting a partnerto act as Test Train
Operator for the ECOA/Lumo fleet Hitachi chose GBRf
based on their previous performance and values. Once
again, they have delivered collaboratively with Hitachi
against the backdrop of a global pandemic to deliver
these 100%electrictrainsontimefortheservicelaunch.”
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GBRf announces new intermodal service from Port of Tyne

As the country continues to struggle with supply chain
issues, GB Railfreight (GBRf) are excited to share that
they have successfully operated a series of intermodal
services from the Port of Tyne to strategic rail hubs in
Yorkshire and the Midlands.

The campaign saw GBRf operate intermodal services
from Port of Tyne to Yorkshire twice-a-week in addition
to services to the Midlands once-a-week.

This series of intermodal services comes as the Port of
Tynewelcomesintermodaltraffictohelp easethestrains
caused by simultaneous increased consumer demand
and supply chain challenges, ensuring the delivery of
goods across the UK.

John Smith, CEO of GB Railfreight, said: “As import
volume levels grow, this campaign of services
demonstrates how rail freight can offer a real solution
to the current issues facing our busiest deep sea ports.

We’re proud to work with the Port of Tyne to operate
this intermodal service. By unlocking extra capacity,
this new flow can play a key role to ensure the timely
and sustainable delivery of goods around the country.”

Richard Newton, Commercial Director - Logistics at the
Port of Tyne said: “We’re delighted to work with GBRf
to enhance our service and provide another route to
market, in addition to our own haulage, port centric
warehouse operations and transshipment to other
UK ports. This boost to our offering demonstrates our
capability to provide flexible and bespoke, solutions to
our customers.”
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Record-breaking Women’s Royal Navy Service officer
BarbaraMcGregorjoined GreatWestern Railway’ssecond
Poppiesto Paddington operation on Remembrance Day.
Barbara, who entered the Guinness World Records in
August as the longest-serving female in the Royal Navy,
travelled by train from her home in Bridgend to lay a
wreath at London Paddington’s iconic war memorial on
Platform 1.

More than 100 wreaths were taken by train to the capital
as GWR again joined forces with The Veterans Charity
to coordinate a Poppies to Paddington operation.
Following the success of last year’s event, when more
than 250 wreaths were carried to Paddington, The
Veterans Charity created a new Routes of Remembrance
campaign. This took in the whole country and featured
11 train operators, as well as ferry companies, airlines,
veterans, businesses and private individuals.

Poppies to Paddington was created in 2020 to ensure
communities within the GWR network could honour our
fallen heroes despite the restrictions in place around
Covid-19.

Guinness World Records holder joins Poppies to Paddington operation.
GWR again links up with The Veterans Charity for Remembrance Day

The arrival of the Poppies and the Remembrance service
was broadcast live on GWR’s Facebook page as people
were invited to #RememberFromHome.

Barbara, 62, who retired from the Royal Navy on January
31 this year after a career spanning 43 years and 189
days, read the Act of Remembrance.

Shesaid: “Itwaswonderfultobeinvolvedandawonderful
gesture from GWR. To think that a little part of Neath,
Port Talbot and Bridgend could be represented in this
way was fantastic, and it was lovely to see wreaths from
other parts of the network arriving by train.”

Barbara joined the Royal Navy as a radio operator in
1977, serving at HMS Heron, Yeovilton, HMS Dryad,
Portsmouth, and HMS Rooke, Gibraltar. This was later
followed by the first of two deployments at HMS Raleigh,
Cornwall, where she trained new female ratings. More
recentlyshebecametheRegional DevelopmentManager
for the Naval Regional Command Wales and Western
England, which encompasses 15 Armed Forces Careers

Offices. She retired as the most senior Warrant Officer
of the Royal Naval Careers Service but will continue
to attend Remembrance services as a trustee of the
Association of Wrens.

GWR Managing Director Mark Hopwood welcomed
Barbara and other dignitaries to the Remembrance Day
service. He said: “Last year Remembrance had to be
very different and, working with The Veterans Charity,
we ensured communities around the GWR network
could get involved. This year we were pleased to bring
people together again in this unique and moving act of
Remembrance.”

Danny Greeno, CEO of The Veterans Charity, said:
“Working with GWR last year was brilliant and really
helped make it special, so this year there were many
moreoperators,expandingiteven further. The pandemic
hasn’t gone away yet, so this was for the veterans,
who can see that Remembrance is happening in a very
unique way. Plus it celebrates the deep links between
the railways and the military.”

Lt General Sir Andrew Gregory, CEO of SSAFA, the Armed
Forces charity, said: “The pandemic has highlighted
the importance of those people who put others before
themselves. During the national remembrance period
Great Western Railway is once again commemorating
the services and sacrifice of members of the Armed
Forces along their routes who, by their very duty, put
others before themselves.”

One of the wreaths laid at London Paddington toured
the Falkland Islands with Tracey Robinson, a serving
member of the Royal Air Force, including a visit to the
memorial at Goose Green. It was then flown back to RAF
Brize Norton and toured among RAF squadrons in the
UK before eventually being taken to Paddington.
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Only 25 per cent of people recognise that rail is the
cheapest mode of transport when booked four weeks
in advance and less than 10 per cent recognise how
much better rail is for the environment when compared
to aviation and car travel, new research has revealed.

LNER commissionedindependentresearch and analysis
to uncover what the perceptions are about rail, aviation
and cartravel and whetheror not they reflect the reality.
The results reveal that the affordability, reliability and
environmental benefits of rail travel are significantly
underestimated when compared to aviation and car
travel.

A survey of 2,000 respondents based in London and
Edinburgh, commissioned by LNER and undertaken by
OnePollasked,outofthethree modesoftransport, what
they thought would be the best for price, environmental
impact, speed and reliability when travelling between
Edinburgh and London. The survey asked respondents
to imagine they were travelling alone, in four weeks,
with luggage and between city centres, meaning they

LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE BENEFITS OF RAIL TRAVEL
ARE HARMING EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE NET ZERO

would need to use connecting transport for a flight.

Theresults,independently analysed by Steer, foundthat
75 per cent of people were unaware that rail travel was
the cheapest option when compared to aviation and
car travel. The average price of aviation travel and the
connecting transport to and from the city centres was
found to be £105, compared to an LNER service that,
on average, was only £72 when booked four weeks in
advance. Car travel, despite 49 per cent believing it to
be the cheapest, averages £86 a journey.

The gap between perception and reality is widest when
comparing the carbon emissions of rail with other ways
to travel. A passenger journey on an Azuma train emits
97 per cent fewer emissions than a journey of the same
length on a typical aircraft used on domestic routes, yet
less than 10 per cent were able to identify the extent to
which this was the case.

When asked what mode of transport would be the
fastest, 78 per cent of people did not realise that an

LNER service would get you to your central city
destination within an hour of an airline, when taking
intoaccounttheconnectingtransportrequired between
the airports and city centres.

The survey results revealed further discrepancies
between what respondents thought would be the
most reliable mode of transport. Analysis found that
respondents did not realise that rail was the most
reliable mode of transport. More than half (52 per cent)
wrongly identified aviation as the most reliable and 29
per cent believed rail to be the least reliable out of the
three modes of transport, when in fact car travel is least
reliable.

David Horne, Managing Director of LNER, said: “This is
importantresearchforguidinghowwecanallencourage
more people to choose the most environmentally
responsible way to travel - by rail. We know that train
travel is affordable, fast, reliable and the greenest way
to travel, yet this independent analysis has revealed
that too few people are aware of this reality. The rail

industry certainly has more to do to make people aware
of the reality, but this is also a job for wider society too,
to help the UK reach its net zero targets.

We hope that by promoting the reality of rail travel we
can encourage more people to choose and think rail.
By doing so, we will reduce our carbon footprint and
collectively make a real difference as we all strive to
reach net zero.”

Mike Goggin, Managing Director at Steer, said: “This
comparison between the three main modes of domestic
transport shows a clear gap between potential
customers’ perception of travel between London and
Edinburgh and the reality. It demonstrates that the
consumer does not have a good understanding of how
well rail performs in terms of price, journey time and
reliability,and whilethereissomerecognitionthat LNER
clearly performs best in terms of carbon emissions,
most are not aware of the magnitude of the difference.
A better understanding will help improve modal shift
and a reduction in overall emissions from transport.”
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lpswich ticket office relocates to improve facilities

The ticket office at Ipswich station has been relocated to
improve facilities at the station. The ticket office relocation
is part of a £3m package of improvements at the station
which will see extra ticket machines installed and a new
shop where the old ticket office used to be. As part of the
work, the customertoiletson platform 2 will be refurbished
and relocated. Atthe same time, the station will be rewired
to provide modern, sustainable lighting and power.

Thefirstclasswaitingroomonplatform2willberefurbished
and relocated, though it will remain on the same platform.
It will have Wi-fi, sofas, workstations with plug points and
an information screen.

The work is the second and final phase of a project to
improve the station for customers.

Simone Bailey, Greater Anglia’s Asset Management
Director, said: “We would like to thank customers for
their patience while we relocated the ticket office. Around
3.5 million people usually use the station every year, so
we’re pleased to improve facilities for customers who are
currently travelling and those who will travel again in the

future.”

Three years ago, Greater Anglia invested £2 million in a
host ofimprovementsincluding a complete refurbishment
of the existing foyer and ticket hall to create more space
during busy periods, the creation of a large airport-style
waiting room as well as more comfortable seats with plug
points for charging electronic devices

Additional ticket machines were installed and more shops
and retail outlets including Greggs opened at the station.

The station forecourt was revamped, in partnership with
Suffolk County Council and Ipswich Borough Council with
a much-improved layout, including better walking routes
for pedestrians, improved bus interchange facilities and
better segregation of access between taxis and drop off/
meet and greet facilities.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

What if a Grand Central connection is missed ?

Q: | have a journey planned over the Xmas period
which involves a change at York for a Grand Central
service to Eaglescliffe. The XC train gets into York at
1430 with the GC service timed to depart at 1451. |
have a separate ticket to York and a GC ONLY ticket
from York to EAG. If the connection is missed the next
GC to EAG isn’t until 1845. Obviously | won’t have to
wait for that long so what would be possible outcome
in order for to get me to my destination ? Would my GC
ONLY ticket be endorsed for travel via Darlington ( XC
LNER Northern) and /or via Thornaby ( TPE Northern
) 71 can’t see a taxi being laid on.

A: Actually, you may have to wait that long (though will
be entitled to 100% Delay Repay), or refund the Grand
Central ticket as unused due to abandoned journey
(probably with some argument if it wasn’t the GC train
thatwas late/cancelled) and purchase one for the other
journey.

Staff might endorse your ticket if you ask nicely but
there is no requirement for them to do so. A TOC
specific ticket is just valid on the next train of that TOC.
If your XC train is late enough to miss the connection
it may be appropriate to ask if you can stay on that
train to Darlington to reduce your additional outlay
and mitigate the delay. If it is delayed | strongly advise
talking to the guard about your dilemma - it may be
that as both legs are with Arriva owned train operators
they have a greater obligation to sort out your onward
travel. However, Iwouldbesurprisedityouarenotasked
to buy an onward ticket from Darlington, although
a Northern guard on the service from Darlington to
Eaglescliff may take pity on you.

Unfortunately this is the price we pay (or don’t) when
we save money by buying a less flexible ticket or
combination of tickets.

Whilst it would ordinarily be ridiculous to expect you
to wait almost 4 hours for the next train, it wouldn’t be
GCs fault so they’re not obliged to help, and XC as an
operatorareunlikelyto giveadamn. Isuspectthey’dfob
you off with some nonsense about splitting your ticket
and try to claim they’re not responsible. They’d almost
certainly reject any delay repay claim you made.

In today’s profit focussed anti passenger railway, the
concept of passenger rights is largely out the window

generally. It’s folly of people to expect the railway to
follow ANY rules let alone offer assistance above and
beyond (although the majority of staff on the ground
are helpful and will do what they can).

| consider advances for smaller less frequent operators
ariskwhichyouhaveto be aware of whenyou purchase.
Iwon’tpurchaseaHull Trains advancetoorfromLondon
and Retford because | know that if there’s a wasp on the
rails near Brough they’ll cancel a diagram for the rest
of the day and most passengers will be between 2 and
4 hours late, in part due to their limited stock and staff.
Where as LNER will endeavour to stop another train at
Retford or will organise ticket acceptance.

Is there a Blackpool all stations ticket ?

Q: As the title says thinking of a train ride from
Liverpool to Blackpool in the future, to avoid being
penned up in Blackpool North station while waiting
to leave Blackpool, they have a terrible reputation
and nobody in authority is doing anything about it.

So thinking of arriving in Blackpool North and
returning home from Blackpool South breaking my
journey in Preston. Is there a Blackpool “All Stations”
type of ticket ?

A: There isn’t, but | have heard that staff will usually
accept them the other way round without much of
an issue, as a local, informal arrangement. For fairly
obvious reasons, it’d be best to buy the ticket to North
and use it from South rather than vice versa; as South
is ungated, if you ask the qguard the worst they’ll do
Is charge a single to Kirkham, which is a not exactly
swingeing £5.90 (Anytime)/£5.50 (0900 and later).
I[tcanobviouslybedonefromLiverpoolona “Lancashire
Day Ranger” ticket. (Slightly more expensive at £25.90
than a straightforward there and back Off Peak Day
Return (CDR) at £17.60, but perhaps more flexible, and
you can also set off at 0900, i.e. slightly earlier during
the week than you can using a CDR)

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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Network Rail MPV No. DR98912 is caught clearing
the line at Horwich Parkway on November 19th,
working the 04:33 Wigan LIP to Wigan diagram.

Commuter trains set to sparkle with new £ 1.2m liford washer

Greater Anglia’s commuter trains near London are set
to sparkle thanks to a new carriage washing machine
installed at Ilford depot. The £1.2m machine can handle
up to six of the company’s new five-carriage Alstom
commuter trains per hour and a total of 40 in a 24-hour
period.

The trains, which travel through the wash as they
leave the depot to enter passenger service, do so at a
maximum speed of 3mph to ensure that all carriages
are clean. Detergent is mixed with around 225 litres of
water to wash each carriage.

Thenew machineis more efficientcomparedto previous
models, using around 10% less water compared to the

system it replaced. Each wash is logged electronically,
showing exactly how many litres were used per train.
This easily alerts the team to any problems or leaks so
they can be quickly fixed. The machine took just under
three monthstofit, calibrate and test, with work starting
in September.

Martin Moran, Greater Anglia’s Commercial, Customer
Service and Train Presentation Director, said: “We are
very pleased to have a new train washer at Ilford. The
new washers will improve the quality and standard of
train washing, as well as helping to save up to 10% of
the volume of water needed, compared to what was
previously used. Our new trains look great and we want
to keep them looking this way for years to come, which

is why we are heavily investing in cleaning. We are
currently in the process of replacing every single train
in our fleet to make our customers’ journeys easier and
more comfortable. | would like to thank everyone who
was involved in this project.”

Greater Anglia has installed new carriage washers at
Colchester, Clacton, Southend Victoria and Orient Way
sidings as partofa£4m projecttoimprovetraincleaning
asthecompanyintroducesnewtrains. Thetraincleaning
upgrade is part of a £1.4bn investment in transforming
trainservicesin EastAnglia. Greater Angliais currentlyin
the process of replacing all trains in its fleet with brand
new ones, which are all longer, with more seats, USB
and plug sockets, fast free Wi-Fi, air conditioning and

improved accessibility features as well as dedicated
cycle spaces. Many Greater Anglia passengers have
continued to wear face coverings and the Government
has now made it compulsory to wear face coverings on
public transport at all times, unless people are exempt.
Greater Anglia is continuing with enhanced cleaning
and sanitisation of trains and stations, especially high
touch areas such as door buttons and grab handles.

The company’s new and refurbished trains have air
conditioning, which sucks in fresh air every six to nine
minutes. Trains without air con have opening windows
- and all trains have doors which open at stations,
providing additional ventilation.
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Network Rail Stoneblower No. DR80201 sits at a red
signal in Crewe station on November 22nd while
working the 11:15 Warrington Bank Quay to Walsall.

Greater Anglia dials down
energy use at its rail stations

Greater Anglia has saved more than 1000 tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalent from being emitted into
the atmosphere, after installing energy management
technology at some of its stations. The Wireless Energy
Management Systems (WEMS) were installed at more
than 30 stations that were surveyed and identified as
high energy consuming stations.

Since 2019, the WEMS network of wireless sensors have
been in place around the stations’ waiting rooms and
offices and have been communicating to a main control
panel that helps regulate temperatures and reduce
energy usage wherever possible.

As a result, Broxbourne, Manningtree and Great
Yarmouth stations have seen energy reductions of
more than 50%, while the average reduction across all
stations is 20%.

Stephanie Evans, Greater Anglia Environment and
Energy Manager, said: “We are very pleased that
more than 1000 equivalent tonnes of carbon dioxide,
a greenhouse gas that contributes to global climate
change, have been prevented from being released into
the atmosphere, thanks to WEMS across our network.

Thisis just one measure we are implementing to reduce
our impact on the environment and help save energy.
We will continue to monitor our energy performance
and make furthersavings aroundthe business. We arein
the process of introducing an entire fleet of new trains,
which are more efficient and produce less particulate
pollution than our old ones. This will help to make rail
travel in East Anglia an even more environmentally
friendly option.”

Wireless Energy Management Systemswereinstalled at:
Audley End, Billericay, Bishops Stortford, Broxbourne,
Bury St Edmunds, Cambridge, Chelmsford, Cheshunt,
Clactonon Sea, Colchester, Ely, Great Yarmouth, Harlow
Town, Hatfield Peverel, Hertford East, Ingatestone,
Ipswich, Kelvedon, Lowestoft, Manningtree, March,
Marks Tey, Prittlewell, Rayleigh, Rochford, Shenfield,
Southend Victoria, Stowmarket, Thetford, Thorpe-
le-Soken, Tottenham Hale, Waltham Cross, Ware,
Whittlesford, Wickford, Witham.

Last year, Greater Anglia reduced its total carbon
emissions by 11%, for scope 1 and 2 emissions, for the

second year running.

Photo: Stowmarket station ©Greater Anglia
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Network Rail MPVs Nos. DB98903 and DR98953
pass through Warrington Bank Quay on Rail
Head Cleaning duties working a circuit from
Wigan and back via New Brighton on November
11th

Forth Viaduct set for
makeover

Network Rail will begin a major improvement project on
the Forth Viaduct in Stirling from January 2022. The £2.7m
investment will repair and re-paint the structure, while
installing a new walkway, with work taking place from January
10th until September 22nd 2022.

Drivers are being warned to plan ahead for possible delays as
Lovers Walk, which runs parallel to the river, will be closed for

the duration of the project and a traffic management system will be
in place on Causewayhead Road. A diversion route will be in place
via Forth Street, Shore Road, Forth Place, Goosecroft Road, Cowane
Street and Union Street. Pedestrians/cyclists will continue to have
access through Lovers Walk.

Allison Flanagan, Scheme Project Manager at Network Rail, said:
“We’reinvestinginimprovingthe ForthViaductaspartofourongoing
commitment to running a safe and reliable railway.

While we understand that a road closure and traffic management
system is neverideal and can add time to journeys, we need to have
these measures in place to allow the project to be completed in the
safest and most efficient way.

When complete, the structure will be better protected against the
elements for years to come and won’t need to be re-painted for up
to two decades. We'd like to thank the community for their patience
and understanding while we carry out these vital works.”

Historic signal box successfully dismantled for new life at heritage railway

Eight days of engineering works to get ready for railway
platform extensions for new longer trains - including
dismantling a historic signal box - are now complete and
Greater Anglia is thanking customers for their patience
throughout the works. Platforms at Greater Anglia’s
stationson the Hertford East line need to be made longer
so that the train company’s new commuter trains can fit
when they are ten carriages long. An old disused signal
box at Hertford East station had to be removed to make
way for a longer platform.

In a project partly funded by the Railway Heritage Trust,
the signal box was dismantled piece by piece so it can
be rebuilt at Leyburn, North Yorkshire, as part of the
heritage Wensleydale Railway. Each piece was carefully
catalogued, removed and packed on flat bed lorries
ready to be transported to North Yorkshire. Even some
of the original foundations were removed as part of the
meticulous removal project.

While the line was closed, engineers carried out survey
works in preparation for the platform extensions at Rye
House, St Margarets, Ware and Hertford East, which will
take place next year.

Jamie Burles, Greater Anglia managing director, said:
“Thankyouvery much to all customers for their patience
duringtheseworks. We arevery pleasedthatallittle piece
of East Anglian heritage will find a new life in North

Yorkshire as the railway continues to change and evolve.
New five-carriage trains are already running on the line
for some services. After we have made the platforms
longer they will be able to run as ten carriages at busier
times of day, giving customers even more seats.”

Andy Savage, executive director of the Railway Heritage
Trust, said: “We have been concerned about the listed
signal box at Hertford East for many years and that it has
not been possible to find a local use for it. With the need
to relocate if for a new platform this provided the perfect
opportunity to not only relocate it, but also give it back
to its original purpose of controlling the movement of
trains. We have been very happy to support this project
financially.”

Nigel Park, Wensleydale Railway Association chairman
said: “The Wensleydale Railway is grateful to Greater
Anglia and the Railway Heritage Trust for their grant of
£80,000 towards the restoration costs of the Hertford
East signal box. The Victorian signal box will be carefully
restored, largely by volunteers, to its original condition
at Leyburn onthe Wensleydale Railway. The signal box is
a key part of the site development where it will be made
fully operational again, controlling train movements
through the station.

Ellie Burrows, Network Rail’s route director for Anglia
said: “Relocating the old Hertford East signal box will

help keep the railway safe and reliable for
passengers for years to come and enable
Greater Anglia to bring in its longer modern
trains. As the custodian of many historical
signal boxes, we try and work with industry
partners to give them a new lease of life and
be enjoyed for years to come.”

Greater Anglia’s new commuter trains are
longer with more seats, plug and power points,
improved accessibility features including
an accessible toilet on every train, better
passenger information screens and dedicated
cycle spaces.

The trains are the first in the UK to have
underfloor heating which works with an
overhead heating and ventilation system to
improve passenger comfort and increase foot
room for passengers sitting in window seats.

They feature regenerative braking which
delivers energy back into the electrical supply
network, rather than wasting the energy
through heat, as is the case with conventional
systems

Photo: ©Greater Anglia
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On November 12th, ‘Tornado’ plus
support coach passes Whitacre on a
move to Bristol from York NRM.

Christmas and New Year work to
upgrade 1970s track between London
and Kentish Town

Network Rail is carrying out major work this
Christmastoupgradethetrack between St. Pancras
International and Kentish Town to bring smoother,
more reliable journeys for passengers.

Between the early hours of Christmas Day and
before the first service on Wednesday January
5th 2022, engineers will work around the clock to
remove the last section of slab track on the route,
which was installed in 1979.

This type of track has reinforced concrete slab
underneath it. Over the festive period, it will be
removed and replaced with ballasted track - with
stones and sleepers to support it. The complex
project, which began in 2017, will bring a more
modernrailwayforpassengersandboostreliability.
These improvements will also help to reduce the
amount of maintenance and future disruption
required.

With no timetabled train services on Christmas Day
and Boxing Day on this part of the railway, Network
Rail is taking the opportunity to make major
progress on the project, which has been carefully
planned to avoid disruption at busier times.

Work will continue after Christmas and trains will
keep passengers moving, but reduced Thameslink
and East Midlands Railway services will be in place
between Monday December 27th and Tuesday
January 4th. Passengers travelling over Christmas
and New Year are advised to check theirjourneyvia
National Rail Enquiries or with their train operator
and allow plenty of time.

Gary Walsh, Route Director for Network Rail’s East
Midlands route, said: “As most people open their
presents and enjoy the festivities, our teams will be
taking the opportunity to make major progress on
the final stages of this programme. The current slab
track has served this busy line well for forty years,
but we’re replacing it now to make sure trains can
continue running safely and reliably for years to
come. We can only complete this work safely when
a reduced train service is running. | want to thank
passengers for their continued patience and

ask anyone who plans to travel over the Christmas
period to checktheirjourney, plan ahead and allow
plenty of time.”

Jenny Saunders, Customer Services Director
for Thameslink and Great Northern, said: “The
Kentish Town project is bringing our passengers a
more modern, reliable railway. We’re able to run a
reduced servicesothatpeoplecanstilltravelduring
the work, and we advise customers to check train
times in advance.”

Neil Grabham, Customer Service Director for EMR
said: “We know that many of our passengers
will be using our train services to travel around
and visit family and friends over the Christmas
period. Any passengers planning on travelling
between Monday 27th December and Tuesday 4th
January are advised to check our website and plan
their journey in advance, as we will be running a
reduced EMR Intercity service to and from London
St Pancras. We would like to thank passengers for
their patience whilst this crucial engineering works
are taking place.

Network Rail will be making the most of the access
to the track during Christmas day and Boxing Day
to also:

Carry out work at Sundon feeder station - this
old power station has been replaced as part of
our investment to enable more electric trains
to run on our route. Teams will be carrying out
decommissioning work.

Replace the deck of a bridge which carries the
railwayoverthecanalatCranfleetcutinLongEaton.
The old bridge will be replaced over Christmas with
follow-up work at New Year.

Carry out more work to allow the railway up to
Market Harborough to be electrified and dozens of
maintenance activities.


http://www.southerncountiesrailwaysociety.co.uk
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Aerodynamic fronts, lighter chassis and brakes which
return energy back to the network are some of the
features of Greater Anglia’s new trains which are making
train travel even more sustainable.

In the run-up to transport day at COP26, Greater Anglia
highlighted the environmental benefits of its new trains.

The train company is replacing all its old trains with
brand new trains. New trains are already operating all
serviceson many routesincluding the intercity, Stansted
Express and regional lines.

Taking more cars off the road

The new trains are longer with more seats, which means
that they can carry more passengers and take even more
cars off the road - preventing tonnes of harmful C02
emissions being released into the atmosphere as well
as reducing congestion.

One of Greater Anglia’s full intercity trains potentially
takesupto 504 carsofftheroad, whileanewfourcarriage
bi-mode train removes 152 cars and a three carriage
bi-mode train removes 111. The company’s new five-
carriage electric commuter train take up to 362 cars off
the road - or 725 when they run as ten carriages.

People can check how they much they can reduce their
carbon emissions by swapping a car journey for the train
on Greater Anglia’s carbon calculator at greateranglia.
co.uk/carbon-calculator.

The new trains themselves have many green features
which benefit the environment and are helping
individuals and businesses drive down their carbon
consumption.

Greener diesel trains

Bi-mode trains, which run on electricity and diesel, have
replaced every single one of Greater Anglia’s old diesel
trains, which ran on diesel only. They have been future-
proofed so that they could at some point run on battery
power instead of diesel.

The bi-mode trains, made by Swiss manufacturer,
Stadler, meet modern emissions standards which help
to reduce nitrogen oxide emissions from diesel engines.

Greener new trains cutting
carbon emissions in East Anglia

By injecting “AdBlue” into the exhaust it converts the
nitrogen oxide to nitrogen and water vapour, which
reduces nitrogen oxide particles caused by exhaust
emissions from being released into the atmosphere.

When running in diesel mode, the trains’ onboard tech
enables trains to be driven without powering up all of
thetwo orfourdiesel engines. Drivers can also use “coast
mode” to drive the train without drawing on power
— either electric or diesel, due to highly efficient and
powerful motorisation. These features all contribute to
thetrainsusingthe minimumamountofenergypossible.

Even in diesel mode, the trains can brake electrically -
generating electricity which can be used to power the
on-train systems such as heating and lighting, rather
than powering up diesel engines and using more fuel.
In addition, this also means there are fewer brake pads
used so less dust is produced and released into the
environment.

The bi-mode trains generate electricity for the motors,
making them more efficient than the traditional diesel-
mechanical trains they replaced, which have higher
energy losses in transferring power from the engine to
the wheels.

Creating power through braking

All Greater Anglia’s new trains have “regenerative
braking”. This harnesses energy produced by braking
and returns it to the power network. The company’s
new intercity and Stansted Express electric trains can
generate more instantaneous power when braking than
they need while accelerating.

Lighter and computer intelligence

The new electrictrains are lighter, made from aluminium
instead of steel, and their fronts are more aerodynamic
and streamlined than the more boxy or flat fronts of the
old trains - all of which contributes to energy efficiency,
especially when trains are travelling at top speed.

The bogies on Greater Anglia’s new Alstom commuter
trains - the framework which attaches the wheels to the
train’sundercarriage-isaninnovativedesign,30 percent
lighter than previous bogies and reducing aerodynamic
drag on the trains.

LED lights are standard throughout new trains, and on
Greater Anglia’s new Alstom electric commuter trains,
which have an “eco mode” to make energy consumption
as efficient as possible, the lights dim and brighten
depending on outside light, saving further electricity.

Energy-savingintelligentcomputersystemsalso actively
monitor the trains’ maintenance status, reducing the
need for unnecessary maintenance saving cost and
energy.

All Greater Anglia’s new trains have “hibernation” or
“intelligent stabling” which reduces power usage by
switchingofflightsand heatingandventilationssystems,
only switching back on for passenger service orin certain
conditions such as very low temperatures.

Built to last but recyclable when reach end of service
life

When the new trains reach the end of their life, which is
not expected to be until the 2060s, they have been built
so that nearly all components can be recycled, further
reducing their carbon footprint.

Martin Beable, Greater Anglia’s engineering director,
said: “New trains are built to last. Some of our old trains
were over 45 years old.

If our new fleet could be running around the rail network
for the next 45 years, it’s important that they are as kind
to the environment as possible and designed to help us
embrace future technological developments too - such
asimprovementsin battery power. Rail travelis the most
sustainable form of transport after walking and cycling,
and we are keen to make it even more sustainable,
by running more energy-efficient trains and cutting
our carbon emissions. Climate change is of growing
importance to our customers and we are keen to do
our bit to help combat it and also contribute to a better
environment and less air pollution in the communities
we serve.”

Timetable improvements, more Sunday services on
some routes and the improved punctuality new trains
bring, combined with the new trains’ green features
make rail travel an even more sustainable and attractive
alternative to the car.

Photo: One of Greater Anglia’s bi-mode trains passes
over Chappel viaduct. ©Greater Anglia
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Alstom, Britain’s leading train manufacturer and
maintenance provider, and Eversholt Rail, leading
British train owner and financier, have announced a
Memorandum of Understanding aimed at delivering the
UK’s first ever brand-new hydrogen train fleet.

Thetwocompanieshaveagreedtoworktogether,sharing
technical and commercial information necessary for
Alstom to design, build, commission and support a fleet
of ten three-car hydrogen multiple units (HMUs). These
will be built by Alstom in Britain. The new HMU fleet will
be based on the latest evolution of the Alstom Aventra
platform and the intention is that final contracts for the
fleet will be signed in early 2022.

Alstom and Eversholt Rail sign an agreement for the UK’s first
ever brand-new hydrogen train fleet

Eversholt Rail and Alstom are committed to taking

a leading role in supporting the UK and Scotland
Government ambitions to decarbonise its rail sector by
2040, and the Scottish Government’s objective of doing
so by 2035. Alstom is a world leader in the provision of
rolling stock solutions and was the first company in the
worldto produce ahydrogen powered train-the Coradia
iLint - which is in operational service in Germany.

Nick Crossfield, Alstom’s Managing Director, UK&Ireland
said: “COP26 is a reminder of just how urgent the need
to decarbonise our world is. Rail is already the lowest
emission transport mode, but we can do even more, and
| am delighted that we have concluded this agreement
with our friends at Eversholt Rail which will lead to
Britain’s first ever fleet of new hydrogen trains.”

Mary Kenny, Eversholt Rail’s CEO said: “It is important
that we start sooner rather than later to decarbonise UK
Railif we areto meetthe 2050 ‘net-zero’ target. Hydrogen
propulsion will play an important role, and this project
with Alstom will demonstrate how the private sector can
work together to make a difference.”

Alstom and Eversholt Rail have previously worked
together on a hydrogen rolling stock solution for the
UK rail sector, through the proposed conversion of
an existing Electric Multiple Unit to hydrogen power
- the ‘Breeze’ project. Both companies now believe
that there is a market for a fleet of new trains for use
by train operators across Britain. The breadth, depth
of knowledge and experience gained from the Breeze
project, together with stakeholder feedback on future

fleet strategies, has been invaluable in shaping the
product planning.

Building on Alstom’s long expertise in keeping Britain
moving, the Aventra single-deck train has been
developed for the requirements of mainline train
operations, from high-capacity metro systems to
intercity services. Designed to be the fastest, smartest,
and most economical platform in modern rail, Aventra
trainsaremodular,from carriage length tointeriorlayout
and design. They can easily be modified for different
customer requirements, while retaining core benefits
such as a lightweight carbody and low lifecycle costs.

Image: New contract for UK’s first brand-new hydrogen
train fleet. © Alstom/Advanced & Creative Design
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LMS 6233 ‘Duchess of Sutherland’ powers
up through Rowley Regis with the 15:00
Hereford - Tyseley via Gloucester ‘Vintage
Trains’ return trip on November 13th.

Network Rail volunteers give boost to Bodmin
& Wenford heritage railway

Ateam ofvolunteersfrom Network Rail recently joined
forces with staff from Bodmin & Wenford Railway to
help spruce up the heritage railway in preparation
for the return of the Santa Special steam trains
relaunching this December.

The 25-strong team of volunteers from Network Rail
worked with the heritage railway staff to tidy up the
platformsat Bodmin General, clearawayfallen leaves,
remove overgrown vegetation around the signal box,
and clean and paint fences as well as a wall in the
visitors’ car park.

Following these volunteering efforts, this heritage
railwayin Cornwallis now ready towelcomethereturn
of Bodmin & Wenford Railway’s much anticipated
Santa Special Christmastrains,taking passengersona
13-mileroundtriptoandfromBodmin General station
throughout December in the run up to Christmas

Lee Hildreth, Network Rail project manager, said:
“It was great to come together and volunteer at the
Bodmin & Wenford Railway and utilise our skills and

“The next train will call at 40 art galleries ...”

Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR) has put over 200
works of community art on show to make stations more
attractive and uplifting for Southern, Thameslink and
Great Northern passengers.

Local professional, student and hobby artists have
created work for display at 40 stations, from King’s
Lynn and Downham Market in Norfolk to Brighton and
Newhaven Harbour on the south coast.

The train company called for the exhibits when local
passengers and residents said art would be one of the
best ways to improve their station’s ambience. GTR
worked with environmental charity Groundwork Trust,
community rail partnerships, and other community and
business groups to invite, briefand commission the local
artists.

The huge variety of works, many inspired by local
landscapes, history or personalities, include individual
paintings, tiled and painted murals, metal sculptures,
and historical and contemporary photography.

Together the installations create an art gallery linked by
300 kilometres (nearly 190 miles) of rail network, with
exhibits in eight counties.

Some stations have enough exhibits to qualify as
galleries in their own right. Stevenage, for instance, has
been enriched with more than 20 paintings by students
at John Henry Newman School. At Radlett, Girlguiding
groups joined local professional and leisure-time artists
to contribute 27 paintings. South Croydon also has over
20 works, on a theme of mental well-being, by members
of art and mental health charity Studio Upstairs.

Thelargestindividualartworksarethe47-metremural by
local illustrator Carli Pfurtscheller along the footbridge
at St Neots station, and the 35m-long place-name
mural, by south London sign-writer Joe Rashbrook, on
the road bridge outside East Croydon station. Hitchin’s
photographic history collage by Groundwork East and
North Herts Museum covers both sides of a 15-metre
underpass.

The most recent installation is a series of mural
panels created by local environmental artist
Steve Messam for King’s Lynn. Steve’s design was
inspired by the iconic Campbell’s soup tin - the
company established its first factory outside the
USA at King’s Lynn in 1959.

Tom Moran, Managing Director for Thameslink

and Great Northern, said: “We called out to communities
to help us brighten up their stations, and we’ve been
amazed by the talent of the many artists who have come
forward. We’ve commissioned over 200 works in the past
year — that’s enough for one in every room of the Shard’s
Shangri-La Hotel! All the artis produced by local people,
inspired by where they live. So it doesn’t just make our
stations more vibrant and inspiring for our customers -
it gives us an even stronger bond with the communities
we serve.”

As part of its multimillion-pound, network-wide station
improvement programme, GTR has also livened up
the look of 90 stations with landscaping and planting

experience to do something that will benefit the
community. The Santa Special gives a boost to the
local economy and we wanted to help add a touch of
festive magic to the heritage railway.

As well as working to spruce up the facilities, the time
away from our usual roles provided us with a great
opportunity to spend time together and talk about
safety, mental health and wellbeing. Volunteering is
a great way to give back to the local community and
we hope to be able to work with Bodmin & Wenford
Railway on similar projects in the future.”

Jenna Kirkpatrick, marketing and commercial co-
ordinator, Bodmin & Wenford Railway said: “We were
delighted to have so many Network Rail volunteers
join us for the day at Bodmin & Wenford Railway.

“It allowed us to tick off a number of jobs ahead of our
Santa Special trains. Without volunteers our railway
would not be what itis. Their energy and enthusiasm
was fantastic and we hope to work with Network Rail
again in the future.”

projects. Again, many schemes were managed by
Groundwork Trust, and several community groups have
pledged to maintain the new gardens.

At 50 stations, passengers included redecorating and
refurbishment in their top improvement priorities. The
train companies’ make-overs have included sensitive
restoration of Listed Buildings such as Battersea Park
and North Dulwich in London, and what is thought to be
the country’s oldest surviving wooden waiting shelter,
at Ockley in Surrey,

Photo: Hertfordshire artist Gaye Daniels is among the
dozens of contributors to GTR’s 300-kilometre station
art gallery. ©GTR
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Class 66427working4E49 Daventry
- Doncaster iPort ‘Tesco Express’
passes Burton on November 4th.

NetworkRailMPVNos.DR98958and
DR98908 head through Wellington
withanRHTTworkingonNovember
16th.

Fewer delays and cancellations
following launch of innovative pilot scheme

Network Rail has launched a new pilot project
that integrates its traffic management system with
Great Western Railway’s crew and stock resource
management system - a first in the UK rail industry.
This project is the latest example of the rail industry
putting passengers andfreight usersfirst, by integrating
Worldline’s crew and stock software ‘Integrale’ with the
railway traffic management system ‘Luminate’, which
has been developed by Resonate. The £4m pilot, which
has been funded by Network Rail and the Department
for Transport’s (DfT) National Productivity Investment
Fund, will operate on Network Rail’s Western route
between Paddington and Bristol, Reading and Oxford.
However, the benefits of this will be felt across GWR’s
train services, which operate across the Western route,
from Paddington to Penzance and including services
in Devon, Cornwall, Oxfordshire, Thames Valley, the
Cotswolds, Wiltshire and South Wales.

The Luminate traffic management system was first
deployed on Network Rail’s Western route in 2018. The
integration of the Integrale crew and stock software
with Luminate will put real-time information all in
one place. This will enable Network Rail and GWR
colleagues to have the same view of the train plan
and allocation of rolling stock and crew in one system.
Whether services are on time or delayed, this upgrade
will make it much easier to identify resource conflicts
and service shortfalls. Through visual indications
and data sharing, this project will empower Network
Rail and GWR colleagues to manage and deliver train
stock and services across the Western Route more
collaboratively than before. Upon the completion of
this pilot in February 2022, the results will be assessed
and shared with the rail industry. The second phase
of the project - scheduled the start in April 2022 - will
followonandseetheintroductionofaConnected Driver
Advisory System (CDAS), providing live information to
driversinthe cabs of Class 387 and 802 GWR trains. This
will enable them to receive messages, informing them
of changes to the schedule or the route and stations to
call at.

Mike Gallop, Network Rail Western route and strategic
operations director, said: “Our priority is to welcome
passengers back to the railway, and to do this we need
to provide a reliable service. I’'m delighted that we’re
showing industry leadership to deliver this innovative
and ground-breaking project which will help deliver on
this priority. The way the systems from Network Rail

and GWR work togetherto manage operational services
aswelltrains and crewis afirstin the UK. This projectis
an example of the sort of cross-industry developments
that | would like to see more of. It has been delivered
quickly, building on existing technology, and used the
expertise and skills of all the project partners. | expect
passengerstoseethebenefitsaswesupportcontroland
signaller teams in their decision-making, by providing
a more complete picture of current train operations
that will deliver more reliable services. Thanks to the
Department for Transport for supporting this projectin
its development.”

James Bain, CEO Worldline UK&I and Chair of Rail Data
Council, said: “Time is the one thing it is impossible
to buy more of. Nothing is more precious, and it is
our responsibility to work together to demonstrate
we respect customers’ time, something this project
facilitates through the open exchange of data. The
Williams-Shapps Plan is a clarion call to industry
to make rail better and we’re proud to be part of a
meaningful, practical industry first that’s making that
happen, by connecting data to make sure trains have a
fighting chance of running on time. The open exchange
of datais already used in industries and markets across
the world to the benefit of consumer and now we’re
deliveringthatforthe GreatBritain’srailwaystoimprove
the customer experience against fierce competition
and a fight for recovery.”

Anna Ince, Chief Executive Officer of Resonate, said:
“We have been working collaboratively with Network
Rail Western Route to ensure that our Luminate Traffic
Management System helps improve performance. This
collaboration is now extended to GWR and Worldline,
and through the open data exchange the solution will
empower both Network Rail and Great Western people
tomanageanddelivereachandeverytrainservice,each
and every day with more confidence that the decisions
they take are the right ones for the customer.”

GWR Performance Director, Barry Milsom, said: “We’ve
been really impressed by the pilot in the early stages
of the roll-out. For the first time we have a single
standardised system between the train operator and
Network Railthat helpsusidentify all train performance
risks in one place. Ultimately, we hope this will mean
a more punctual, reliable service for customers. We
are looking forward to seeing the results of this pilot
scheme next year which will inform our next steps.”
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Saturday November 20th marked the return of regular train services on
the Dartmoor Line between Exeter and Okehampton, for the first time in
almost half a century. The first regular passenger service to Okehampton
since 1972 arrived at 07:10 (leaving Exeter St Davids at 06:32), with the
first train departing Okehampton at 07:30. Two-hourly seven-days-a-week
services will be operated by Great Western Railway (GWR) with journey times
between Okehampton and Exeter, including stopping at Crediton, taking
approximately 40 minutes. The Dartmoor Line — which received £40.5m
of Government funding in March - is the first former line to reopen under
the Government’s Restoring Your Railway programme. Network Rail, GWR
and the Department for Transport (DfT) alongside project partners Devon
County Council, Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership and Dartmoor Railway
Association (DRA) have worked collaboratively together to reopen this line
ahead of schedule and under budget. Benefitting from the application of
Rail Project SPEED approaches, this 14-mile stretch of mothballed former
freight railway has been transformed in just nine months and completed
more than £10m under budget.

To make the restoration possible, Network Rail’s team of engineers worked
tirelessly to deliver a huge programme of work to physically reopen the line
in just nine months, including laying 11 miles of new track and installing
24,000 concrete sleepers and 29,000 tonnes of ballast in a record-breaking
20-day period. Repairs have also been made to 21 structures along the route
including four bridges. Other infrastructure work has included level crossing
improvements and the installation of railway communications equipment.
Vegetation clearance, earth and drainage works and fencing have also been
completed and further infrastructure work will continue to take place to
increasethelinespeedtoenableanhourlyservicein2022. Theroute connects
Exeter St Davids, Crediton and Okehampton, providing a launchpad for
visitors to explore Dartmoor and regional links for local commuters. Around
half of services, including at peak times, will also carry on to Exeter Central.
Passengers travelling between Crediton and Exeter will also benefit from
an increase in service frequency. The reopening of the route is expected to
boost local businesses, the tourism sector, and provide greater access to
education and work for thousands of people who live locally.

Station facilities at Okehampton include new information screens, a Help
Point, smartcard validation points, ticket vending machines, and a waiting
room. More work will be carried out over the winter, including further work
on the station buildings to enable the restoration of the café and other
facilities.

Michelle Handforth, Network Rail’s Wales & Western regional managing
director, said: “I am delighted that today marks the return of much
anticipated regular passenger services between Exeter and Okehampton.
This is something that the local community and our partners have wanted
foraverylongtime and | am thrilled through the close working of the project
partners, the DartmoorLineisopening ahead of schedule and under budget.

Regular passenger services to Okehampton resume
for first time in nearly 50 years

| would like to pay tribute to our project team and engineers whose
commitment and hard work has got us here today as we celebrate the return
of regular passenger services for the first time in nearly 50 years.”

Mark Hopwood, GWR Managing Director, said: “Thishas been a key aspiration
forthecommunityandtherailindustryforsometimeandtodayisasignificant
day for everyone who has been involved The support and advocacy of the
local campaigners over the years has helped deliver a fantastic new service
for customers, which we hope will grow from strength to strength.”

Councillor Andrea Davis, Devon County Council Cabinet Member for Climate
Change, Environment and Transport, said: “The re-opening of the Dartmoor
Line marks a proud day for Devon, and everyone involved in making this
happen to should rightly feel proud of what they have helped achieve. It’s
marvellous to see the Dartmoor Line reinstated, and to be the first rail line
to re-open under the Government’s Restoring Your Railway programme is a
magnificentaccomplishmentinitself. Devon County Council maintained the
Summer Sunday serviceonthelinesince 1997 and indoing so,demonstrated
what could be achieved. If nothing else it kept hope alive that we could see
a return of regular services between Okehampton and Exeter. A heartfelt
thank you and well done goes to everyone in the community and partner

organisations who have played a partin helping to revive the Dartmoor Line,
and Network Rail and GWR have worked flat out to ensure that it opened
this year.”

Mel Stride, MP for Central Devon, said: “I am proud that our Central Devon
constituency is the first in the UK to have a service, lost to the rail cutbacks
of the 1960s and 1970s, restored by the Government. | have enjoyed working
closely with OkeRail over many years to help make it happen - the many
years of campaigning has absolutely been worth it. The new line will provide
thousands of my constituents who are up to an hour away from their nearest
station with a valuable service on their doorstep and provide a huge boost
to the local economy as we bounce back from Covid-19. Crucially, it will also
help to reduce carbon emissions by taking cars off the A30. | can’t wait to
book my first ticket!”

Richard Burningham, Manager of the Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership,
said: “What a day the reopening of this line was - the day Okehampton fully
re-joined the nationalrail network. All of a sudden, alarge area of west Devon
and north and east Cornwall is 30 miles nearer the railway than it has been.
It’s going to make a big, very positive difference to many people’s lives.”
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(Steamchasers) who writes:
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Just a stone’s throw from Southport station on the
corner where Chapel Street meets Corporation
Street, is the newly opened Hugo Lounge.

We were blown in off the street by the Storm Barra
gales and were grateful for the warmth inside.

Welcomed by the owner, upon entering, the first
thing you notice is an array of teapots, ranging
from tiny to vast and of many different designs.

Visitors can expect to find all day breakfasts, fish
and chips, fajitas, wraps and mouth watering
steak burgers on the menu. These are all at a

reasonable price considering the popular, well
trafficked location.

Tables are available inside and outside as well as a
window that serves ice cream to passers by.

Polos, starting from £14.00 Heavy weight Hoodies starting Softshell, from £27.00 each, Morf’s (neckwear), starting
each, minimal order of 3. from £27.50 each, minimal minimal order of 2. from £9.00 each, minimal
order of 3.

Owner Ali Cakir, with his 15 years experience in the
hospitality industry, provides an excellent table
service.

order of 2.
10+

Price:

£26.50

EACH

Budget
Hoodies
£18.10 eacH

For 5 plus.
(Not shown)

Portions are ample for the hungry traveller and we
intend to visit the lounge again on our next visit to
Southport.

Gymsacs, starting from We have a broad range of Promotional print T-shirt, Hi-Vis, starting from £7.50
£5.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, from shoppers, courier £10.50 each minimal order of 2. each, minimal order of 2
bags to messenger bags.

So If you are in the area, please give Ali a visit.

Umbrellas, starting from Branded merchandise, Draw Branded T-shirts starting If you are after an item not shown,

£14.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, mouse mats, coasters. from £8.70 each, please ask, we have a vast range.

minimal order of 5. Prices shown is example pricing,
Pricing will vary on artwork / design
and quantities.

Societies Apparel

Clubs and

Standard turn-around time 5-7
days. Prices assume collection
from our Huddersfield Service
Centre. Postage if required
charged at cost.

Showing your pride of your organisation, builds awareness and strength in your brand. Get the message out there
consistently with consistent branded apparel. Some of our example pricing, always best to get a bespoke quote.

huddersfield@had-it.co.uk « 01484 500441 « had-print.co.uk
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Experience the
Kent Whisky &
Steam Train at the

Spa Valley Railway

Take a journey on the South East’s first ‘Whisky & Steam Train’ at
the Spa Valley Railway in Tunbridge Wells on selected dates from
February 2022.

Dates available to book are Saturday 19 February, Saturday 21 May
and Saturday 16 July 2022.

Enjoy an afternoon sipping three different whiskies from local
distilleries while taking a journey on the ‘Kent Whisky & Steam Train’
which departs for a return trip for Eridge from Tunbridge Wells West
at 14.45. Look out for the opportunity to enjoy other guest whiskies
which will be available to purchase while on board the train.

Everyone will be seated in a comfortable warm carriage with a table
laid up with a selection of three different whiskies brought to you by
Copper Rivet Distillery of Chatham and Harvey’s Brewery of Lewes.
Copper Rivet - Masthouse Whisky
Copper Rivet - Column Malt Whisky

Harvey’s - Spirit of Sussex

To enhance your whisky tasting experience a bowl of ice and a
complimentary Fever-Tree Indian Tonic Water will be provided.

Mix the different whiskies to suit your taste in the branded Spa Valley
Railway Whisky glass which you can take home after the event. A
delightful selection of tasty Canapés will also be served.

The ‘Kent Whisky & Steam Train’ experience is £40 per adult.
The Spa Valley Railway is entirely volunteer led and relies on revenue
generated from passengers and events to ensure it survives into the

future.

2022eventscannowbebookedviathewebsitewww.spavalleyrailway.
co.uk

Spa Valley Railway, West Station, Nevill Terrace, Royal Tunbridge
Wells, Kent, TN2 5QY

Steam

Railway

There’s something very wonderful about
seeing a steam locomotive steaming
through the winter countryside. So why
not come alongto the SpaValley Railway
after Christmas and into the New Year to
enjoy amemorable journey ononeofthe
‘New Year Special Trains’

Christmas and New Year Specials

Join the train at Tunbridge Wells West
or Eridge and sit inside the comfortable
heated carriages as Steam Locomotive
Hunslet Austerity No. 2890 known as
‘Douglas’ takes everyone on a journey
through the crisp winter landscape of
the High Weald countryside on 28,29 and
30 December 2021 before the mighty ‘Sir
Keith Park’ Bullied Pacific locomotive
takes over on 31 December 2021 and also
on 1 and 2 January 2022. Don’t forget
to tell your children to look out for the
uniformed station masters who love to
see the children wave as the trains arrive
and depart at the stations along the line.

Tickets arevalid for all-day travel and are
Adult - £12, Senior (60+) - £11, Child (2-
15yrs) - £6, Family (2A+2C) - £30

into the
New Year with
the Spa Valley

Winter Steam Up!

Back for 2022, will be the popular ‘Winter
Steam Up’ gala which will take place
on 8 and 9 January. This event will be
an opportunity to take a scenic railway
journey behind ‘Sir Keith Park’ and
visiting locomotive ‘Douglas’ (2890). This
will also be one of the last times to see
the magnificent Sir Keith Park (34053) in
steampriortothelocomotiveundergoing
a very quick overhaul before returning to
steam at the end of 2022.

Tickets are valid for all-day travel and are
Adult - £15, Senior (60+) - £14, Child (2-
15yrs) - £7.50, Family (2A+2C) - £30

Trains will operate to the standard Green
timetable between Tunbridge Wells West
and Eridge calling at Groombridge along
theway. HighRocksstationwillbe closed.

To book these or other events visit www.
spavalleyrailway.co.uk

Spa Valley Railway, West Station, Nevill
Terrace, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent,
TN2 5QY.
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Dedicated Swanage Railway museum volunteers at
Corfe Castle station are celebrating after winning their
first grants - the money being used to further improve
the experience for visitors. Attracting 48,000 visitors a
year before the 2020 coronavirus pandemic, the free
admission museum - established in the goods shed of
the restored Victorian station in the year 2000 - tells the
fascinating story of the Swanage branch line from the
1880s.

Operated by the Swanage Railway Trust registered
charity, the museum has been largely funded by public
donations and was ranked twelfth in a Visit England
tourist body survey during 2019. The National Lottery
Heritage Fund has awarded a grant of £23,700 for the
museum to create audio pods so visitors can enjoy a
typical 1950s branch line station ‘sound scene’ and listen
to recordings of evocative memories from Swanage
branch line staff and passengers during the 1950s and
1960s.

The money will also be used to improve ‘front of house’
facilities at the museum so that visitors can talk to staff
about the Swanage Railway’s history and access the
archives.

TO

DEDICATED MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS AT
CORFE CASTLE STATION WIN FIRST GRANTS
IMPROVE EXPERIENCE FOR VISITORS

The South West Museum Development Programme has
also given the Swanage Railway Trust museum a grant
of £4,000 which will pay for professional management
advice and mentoring to the volunteer museum staff
during the project.

A delighted Swanage Railway Trust chairman Gavin
Johns said: “Thanks to players in the National Lottery,
thismuchappreciatedinvestmentwillallowourmuseum
to begin a transformation to an even more inclusive and
interactive space in which visitors, of all ages, can learn
about the social and economic effects on the Isle of
Purbeck of the Victorian Swanage branch line.

“I would like to thank everyone who has played a part
in the success of this grant application which has been
a huge and detailed collective effort - one in which we
can all take great pride,” added Mr Johns who is also
a volunteer signalman on the popular Dorset heritage
railway.

After repeated attempts over almost 40 years, the ten-
mile branch line from the London main line at Worgret
Junction, south of Wareham, to Corfe Castle and
Swanage was opened in May, 1885.

British Rail controversially closed the single tracked
branch line in January, 1972, with seven miles of track
being lifted in just seven weeks during the summer of
that year. After five years of determined campaigning by
railway enthusiasts and Purbeck community volunteers,
thefledglingSwanageRailwaySocietystartedrestoration
work ataboarded up Swanage station in February, 1976.

Second-hand track was slowly laid by hand at Swanage
stationandinthesummerof 1979 thefirsttrainsran over
a few hundred yards of track - a small industrial diesel
locomotive hauling a restored 1940s carriage.

Easter, 1980, saw the first steam trains run at Swanage
station since the summer of 1967 when a smallindustrial
steam locomotive hauled two restored carriages over a
few hundred yards of track.

Passenger train operations were extended to the one-
mile mark at Herston, on the outskirts of Swanage, in
1984 and then to the one and a half-mile mark in 1987.

Trains ran three miles from Swanage to Harman’s Cross
in 1989 and in 1995 passenger train operations were
extendedtwoandahalfmilestoCorfe Castleand Norden.

The Swanage Railway’s relaid tracks met the national
railway system, east of Furzebrook, in January, 2002 -
on the 30th anniversary of the British Rail closure - and
it was in 2006 that the Swanage Railway was connected
to the national railway system.

The first diesel and steam trains from London to Corfe
Castle and Swanage since 1972 and 1967, respectively,
ran in April and May, 2009.

In 2014, the Swanage Railway’s signalling system was
linked into Network Rail’s signalling system for the
operation of the heritage line’s connection with the main
line at Worgret Junction south of Wareham.

Photos: © Andrew P.M. Wright
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A special three-day New Year heritage diesel service is
to operate on the Swanage Railway to mark the 50th
anniversary of the last British Rail train from Wareham
to Corfe Castle and Swanage in January, 1972 - a
controversialbranchlineclosurethatledtoaremarkable
rebirth. On the front of the special trains will be a
commemorativewooden headboard made by dedicated
Swanage Railway volunteer signalman Malcolm Munro
who travelled on the last train as a 16-year old when he
was living with his family in Bere Regis.

Operated by a heritage British Railways 1960-built three-
carriage Class 117 diesel multiple unit railbus, the five
trains a day service will be operating between Norden,
CorfeCastle,Harman’sCrossand Swanagefrom 10.30am
to 4pm daily on Saturday, 1 January, Sunday, 2 January,
and Monday, 3January, 2022. Tomarkthelast British Rail
train and closure 50th anniversary, the first 50 people
purchasing tickets on-line for each of the three days -
from the Swanage Railway’s website at swanagerailway.
co.uk - will only pay the January, 1972, last British Rail
train fare of 50 pence per person. Those tickets will be
available on-line from Sunday, 5 December, 2021, with a
special commemorative heritage Edmondson card

SPECIAL HERITAGE DIESEL RAILBUS SERVICE TO
MARK 50th ANNIVERSARY OF LAST BRITISH RAIL

TRAIN TO SWANAGE

ticket being produced for all ticket holders travelling
between 1 and 3 January, 2022, inclusive.

Opened in May, 1885, the ten-mile branch line from
WarehamtoSwanagewascontroversiallyclosedbyBritish
Rail - after five years of trying against the opposition of
local people and councils - on the morning of Monday, 3
January, 1972. Because there was nowinter Sunday train
service, the last British Rail trains ran between Wareham
and Swanage on Saturday, 1 January, 1972 - New Year’s
Day. Composed of two three-carriage 1957-built British
Railwaysdiesel-electric multiple units-knownas DEMUs
forshortand nicknamed ‘Hampshire’ units because they
had been built for service in that county - the last train
left Wareham at 9.45pm for Corfe Castle and Swanage. It
was boycotted by protesting Wareham councillors angry
at the closure.

With 500 passengers on board, who had each purchased
a specially printed British Rail Edmondson card ticket
costing 50 penceforanadultand 25 penceforachild, the
last train departed a gas lit Swanage station platform at
10.15pm before passingthrough Corfe Castle at 10.24pm
and pulling into Wareham at 10.40pm.

A Swanage Railway member for more than 40 years,
a volunteer for 30 years and a 16-year old passenger
on the last British Rail train, Malcolm Munro said: “It’s
importantthatthe50th anniversaryofthelastBritish Rail
train from Wareham to Swanage is marked because the
branch line’s controversial closure led to a remarkable
rebirth against all the odds - showing the power of the
human spirit and what it can achieve.

“It certainly doesn’t seem like half a century since that
last train moaned and juddered its way through the
Isle of Purbeck on that cold and depressing night. Few
people on board the train thought the line would come
back and the tearing up of the tracks six months later
seemed to seal its fate forever.

“Thankfully, a group of railway enthusiasts, and
community volunteers, had other ideas. After four years
of campaigning, the fledgling Swanage Railway Society
was given a one-year lease of the boarded up Swanage
station where restoration work slowly began in 1976 -

second-handtrackbeingrelaid by hand,” added Malcolm
who lives in Wool. British Rail contractors starting
demolishing the branch line in July, 1972 - starting
at Swanage and tearing up a mile of track a week. By
September, 1972, six and a half miles of line had been
ripped up to a point half a mile east of Furzebrook at
Motala. The first three miles of the Swanage branch line
was kept open by British Rail, from Worgret Junction-on
the London main line south of Wareham -to Furzebrook,
for the export of Purbeck ball clay by train.

The Swanage Railway welcomes new volunteers and
anyone interested in finding out more should contact
Swanage Railway volunteer recruitment and retention
officer Jonathan Evans on 01929 408466 or email
iwanttovolunteer@swanagerailway.co.uk.

Photos: Archive pictures of the last day of British Rail
trains to Swanage in January, 1972.
© Andrew P.M. Wright.
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)

Class 45 002 is seen having rescued a HST at
Exeter St. David’s in the mid eighties.

A

Class 47 853 passes Kempseye on November
11th 2005 with the 1Z77 08:33 Manchester
Piccadilly - Cardiff Central working.

h 4

Class 40 No. D339 comes off shed at Springs
Branch on February 2nd 1968.
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)

Class 58 029 passes through Kennington near
Oxford with a MGR to Didcot.

4

Class 47 157 passes Haston with the 6J41
Guide Bridge - Bayston Hill Quarry on March
19th 1985.

h 4

Black5No.44845isseen at ManchesterVictoria
on March 26th 1968.
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