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Welcome to

We begin this month with the news
that the national contract held by
FirstGroup to run Transpennine
Express has not been renewed when
it expired at the end of May, and the
operation has been taken over by the
Department for Transport’s Operator
of Last Resort. The decision has been
welcomed by opposition politicians,
ASLEF and passenger watchdog
Transport Focus, while FirstGroup
said it was ‘disappointed.’.

TheDfThasdecidednotletFirstGroup
stay in control after what it described
as ‘months of disruption and regular
cancellations’, which has ‘resulted in
a considerable declinein confidence’.
TPE had become notorious for its
high level of cancellations, including
many which are decided the previous
night and do not therefore show in
the official statistics.

Transport secretary Mark Harper
said: ‘This is not a silver bullet and
will not instantaneously fix a number
of challenges being faced, including
ASLEF’s actions which are preventing
Transpennine Express from being
able to run a full service - once again
highlighting why it’'s so important
that the railways move to a seven-
day working week. We have played
our part, but ASLEF now need to play
theirs by calling off strikes and the
restday working ban, and putting the
very fair and reasonable pay offer to
a democratic vote of their members.
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Mr Harper’s decision will also be
welcomed by Mayors in the city
regions in the TPE area, who have
voiced strident criticism of TPE’s
performance.

Meanwhile, First's CEO Graham
Sutherland said: ‘We have operated
TransPennine Express and its
forerunners since 2004, and are very
proudtohaveservedthecommunities
across northern England and into
Scotland, carrying millions of
passengers and introducing new
trains, new routes and more seats
for our customers. Our team have
worked extremely hard to improve
services, including by recruiting
and training more drivers than ever
before. We have also worked closely
with the DfT and Transport for the
North on an agreed recovery plan as
wellasanimproved offeronovertime
working for our drivers.

Labour shadow transport secretary
LouiseHaighrespondedtothechange
of ownership by saying: ‘This broken
service has comprehensively failed
the north. After months of needless
damage, Conservative ministers
have finally accepted they can no
longer defend the indefensible.
But this endless cycle of shambolic
private operators failing passengers,
shows the Conservatives’ rail system
is fundamentally broken.

The chair of the Commons Transport
Committee Chair lain Stewart said:

‘Stripping TransPennine Express of
its contractisabsolutely therightcall.
There was no realistic expectation it
would improve, unlike with Avanti
where demonstrable progress was
being made. We also heard about
extensive use of so-called ‘p-coding’
—whereifaservice wasremoved from
the timetable the evening before it
wouldn’t appear in the cancellations
data. A range of factors were at play.
TPE was among train operators who
failedtorecruitenoughdriversduring
and after the pandemic, despite
having their revenue guaranteed
by the Department for Transport
and knowing they have an ageing
workforce. Upgrades to railway lines
have also caused disruption.’

Anthony Smith is the chief executive
ofwatchdogTransportFocus.Hesaid:
‘TransPennine Express passengers
have endured an unacceptable
service for too long. In our latest
survey TransPennine Express was
rated the joint worst performing
train operator and just 67 per cent of
passengers were satisfied with how
punctual their journey was.’

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy
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Class 70 011 heads downgrade at Heald Green on May
24th, working the 15:20 Trafford Park to Southampton

Western Docks liner. Barry Longson
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Class 70 806 hauling the 4C31 Longport - Carlisle passes Norton Crossing on May 20th.

With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without contributions from:

Ken Abram, Michael J Alderdice,
John Alsop, Mark Armstrong,
John Balaam, Brian Battersby,
Mark Bearton, Steven Beesley,
Tom Blanpain, Mark Bennett,
Michael Bennett,

Ben Bucki, lan Callander,

Keith Chapman, Steve Chapman,
Julian Churchill, Nick Clemson,
Keith Davies, Brian Dobbs,

Derek Elston, Eddie Emmott,

Mark Enderby, Colin Gildersleve,
Vernon Goodey, John Goodrich,
Greig Gibson, Carl Grocott,
Richard Hargreaves, Dave Harris,
James Haywood, Brian Hewertson,
Paul Hewertson, Stuart Hillis,
David Hollowood, Keith Hookham,
Colin Irwin, John Johnson,
Richard Jones,

Anton Kendall, Neil Kendall,

Colin Kennington, Ken Livermore,
Mathijs Kok, David Lindsell,

Barry Longson, Michael Lynam,
Kevin McCormick, Phil Martin,
Dave Mather, David Mead,

Chris Morrison, Ken Mumford,
Alan Naylor, Gerald Nicholl,

Jeff Nicholls, Dave Peel,

Chris Perkins, Mark Pichowicz,
Colin Pidgeon, Neil Pugh,

Andy Pratt, Andre Pronk,

Alan Rigby, Charlie Robbins,
Bryan Roberts, Dennis Rowland,
Tim Saunders, Neil Scarlett,
Paul Senior, Alan Sinclair,

John Sloane, Laurence Sly,
Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, AllisonTwycross,
Steven Thompson,

Mark Torkington, Brian Turner,
Gerard van Vliet, David Wood,
Leuan Wood, Shep Woolley,
Erik de Zeeuw and the guys at
RailUK.
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Avanti

Leyland on May 20th.

West Coast

An Avanti Voyager speeds past
works to extend the platforms at

Avanti West Coast marks the fourth anniversary of City of Culture train naming

One of Avanti West Coast’s Pendolino trains has clocked over one million
miles in service since it took the name Lady Godiva back in 2019.

The iconic tilting train was named after the legendary figure to celebrate
Coventry City of Culture. The idea of BBC CWR’s Saturday Morning Breakfast
Show presenter Lorna Bailey, the train has proudly the flown the flag for the
city, travelling the length and breadth of the West Coast Main Line.

Widely regarded as the hardest working fleet in the UK, Pendolino 390 039
‘Lady Godiva’ has amassed 1,026,723 miles in the intervening four years,
whilst running 4,765 services.

London Euston is its most popular destination, having visited the capital on
2271 occasions. The electric train has also visited Manchester (885 times),
Birmingham (1226), Liverpool (340), Glasgow (320), Edinburgh (111) and
made 74 trips to Blackpool.

Lady Godiva has also passed through its home city of Coventry on 1514
occasions.

To mark the occasion, Lorna, who also named the train back in 2019, was
presented with her own replica nameplate. She added: “It was such a huge
amount of fun and one of my proudest moments at BBC Coventry and
Warwickshire. It’s incredible to think how far Lady G has travelled. The name
plate will have pride of place chez Lorna.”

Maria McCarron, Station Manager at Avanti West Coast said: “It always brings
a smile to my face when Lady G passes through the station. That’s a lot of
miles, and several million customers and | have no doubt she has many more
in the tank.”

Later this year Lady G will take two well deserved week’s off, during which
time her interior will be transformed as part of the wider £117m investment
to refurbish the Pendolino fleet.



Avanti

West Coast

Class 390 119 working the 9M59 to London
Euston passes Moore on May 21st.

Avanti West Coast provides platform for mental health with walk-in service at station

Avanti West Coast has teamed up with a mental health
support group to offer a dedicated walk-in service at
Runcorn station to help people with their wellbeing.
Two days a week the station’s community room hosts
sessions delivered by local peer support group, It’s Good
2 Talk, to provide space, company, resources, and time
to help those struggling with their mental health - in
what is believed to be the first initiative of its kind on
the West Coast. The sessions are designed to encourage
peopleto offload worries or stresses of the day, take time
for themselves or get support and information in a safe,
non-judgemental, and confidential environment.

The idea began with a chance meeting between Avanti
West Coast’s Community Champion, Laura Warwick,
and Nathan James, founder of It’s Good 2 Talk, at a local
event.

Laura and Nathan, who have a shared passion to stop
the stigma associated with mental health, wanted to

bring people going through similar situations together,
andencouragethemtotalkaswellassharetheirfeelings.
On Monday mornings, Nathan broadcasts a live talk
show from the station - Getting on Track Together -
which sees guests chat about their personal experiences
of mental health. Over 20 episodes have been streamed
on social media - giving audiences an opportunity to
get involved in the conversation. Every Friday the room
is open between 12pm and 6pm to anyone wanting to
talk, enjoy a brew, find company, or relieve stress with
colouring activities, sketch pads and fidget toys, as part
of ‘On the Right Track’ drop-in sessions.

SincethededicatedspacewasmadeavailableinJanuary,
it has made a difference to people from all walks of life
— from a lonely woman finding a place to go when at a
loss for something to do, to a passenger needing to talk
afterreturning by trainfrom afriend’sfuneral, and a local
man who found much-needed friendship. The

pop-up support at the station has also been backed
by charities and organisations in the region, including
Weaver Arts community group, Animal Teach, Halton
Carers Association, and Mind, that link back to aiding
positive mental health and wellbeing.

To mark Mental Health Awareness Week, Nathan be
promoted the benefits of music and speaking to the
founder of Sound City music festival, Dave Pichilingi.

Nathan said: “It’s a sad truth that many people today
don’t have anyone to listen to them about their day,
worries, feelings, life stories. Those things are integral to
ourhumanity.’moverwhelmingly gratefultoAvantiWest
Coast, Laura, and the team at Runcorn for providing this
spaceforpeopletotaketimetotalk becauseit’schanging
lives. Everyone needs places like this - somewhere to
sit and be free to chat, listen, learn, connect, read, and
have a brew, find comfort or friendship. Communication
through talking, laughing, or crying together brings
connections and through connections comes growth,

understanding and community. | have already met some
great people at Runcorn and look forward to meeting
loads more.”

Laura Warwick, Avanti West Coast Team Leader at
Runcorn, said: “We know it’s the simple things that can
make a huge difference to people’s wellbeing, which
is why we joined up with It’s Good 2 Talk to create a
space for anyone to drop in for a chat, make time for
their mental health or connect with others. By bringing
people together in a safe and welcoming environment
we hope to support those who may be struggling to
open up, while raising awareness and understanding of
mental health. We’ve seen the incredible difference this
space has made to many people, and we hope this will
help many others, as well as encouraging everyone to
take care of themselves.”

It’s Good 2 Talk always welcome volunteers and anyone
who wishes to support their work can contact Nathan
on: itsgd2tk@gmail.com
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Class 70 809 crosses the River
Trent at Sawley with 6M57 07:17
Lindsey to Kingsbury on May 27th.

COLAS RAIL UK COMMIT TO ARMED FORCES COVENANT

Colas Rail UK (CRUK) have pledged their commitment to the Armed Forces
Covenant to support the armed forces community. With a strong active and
ex-military workforce, CRUK recognises the efforts and sacrifices made by
our current and former armed forces communities and pledge to support
them.

CRUK’s QHSE Trainer and military veteran, Chris Pugh said “This is the first
stageofourjourneywiththeArmedForcesCovenant.Wewillbedemonstrating
our commitment by turning our pledge into action. Cementing our new
partnership with the Forces Transition Group gives us instant career access
to serving military, veterans, and spouses. The transferable skills brought
by our former and reservist servicemen and servicewomen are invaluable
assets to our business and we hope we can offer anyone in the armed forces
community the chance to start their next chapter.”

These comments are echoed by Andrew Skitt, Military Veteran and CRUK’s
Head of Operations and Standards “The attributes and skills gained with the
military certainly helped with the transition from military life and civilian
life, providing a good foundation for future opportunities”.

Tofurtherstrengthentheircommitmentto providing careeropportunitiesfor
ex-armed forces, CRUK have recently partnered with The Forces Transition
Group (FTG), with this partnership beginning with a careers event held at
Catterick Barracks.

Speaking after the event, FTG Founder and Managing Director, John
Stephensonsaid “The FTG are delighted to be partnered with CRUK, bringing
huge opportunity to the Armed Forces Community, be it Serving, Leaving,
Ex-Forces or Spouses. Over the last 24 months we have seen a huge rise in

service people wanting to get into the rail environment, however this has
proved troublesome, largely due to the not knowing how to do it, and the
lack of military human factor. With CRUK, we have proven already that this
can be broken down and a smoother transition into rail can be achieved. Out
of the 1000s of candidates we deal with every year, rail is in the top 3 desired
industries. We have no doubt in the next 12 months that this partnership
will develop into something way bigger, and CRUK will become the go to
for service people and be the household name within barrack life. The plan
moving forward now is to travel the length of the UK, promoting the FTG
and what CRUK can bring to every service person, maximising numbers
and talent and we can’t wait to see the results. The FTG cannot express our
gratitude for your support and belief in what promises to be a very special
partnership.”
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Freightliner

Class 66 596 working 4M88 09:32 Felixstowe North
F.L.T. to Ditton (O’Connor) liner approaches Wilson’s
Farm Crossing on May 16th.
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Freightliner opens lpswich Operational Training Academy

On May 2nd, Freightliner, a subsidiary of Genesee &
Wyoming Inc., officially opened its first Operational
Training Academy, located on the 7th floor of Ipswich’s
St. Vincent House. The Operational Training Academy
will prepare Freightliner’s freight train drivers for the in-
cab digitalsignalling beingintroduced onthe East Coast
Main Line. Digital signalling, based on the European
Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS), uses state-
of-the-art technology to provide continuous signalling
information through a screen in the driver’s cab.

This improves reliability, makes rail even safer, reduces
emissions,anddeliversmoreflexibilityinrailoperations.
ERTMS is expected to deliver the ability to run longer,
heavier and faster freight trains on the UK network -
encouraging the movement of freight on

rail and lowering emissions. Train drivers will be given
continuous live information regarding speed and
braking requirements, with the safeguard of automatic
train protection (ATP).

Blake Jones, Freightliner Managing Director - Rail
Services said, “Freightliner is delighted to be part of
this programme, and we recognise the important role
ERTMS plays in making our railways safer for both
railway workers and the general public”

The Academy is being funded as part of the East Coast
Digital Programme (ECDP), a £1billion transformation
that will deliver digital signalling on the southern part
of the East Coast Main Line from London King’s Cross to
Stoke Tunnels (near Grantham) by the end of the

decade.

“Freightliner is an integral ECDP partner and is working
collaboratively to ensure the Programme’s benefits are
delivered in full. The academy opening is an important
part of delivering the change required and will help
us provide a legacy of new capability within the rail
industry.” said Ed Akers, Principal Programme Sponsor,
ECDP

Freightliner’svisionisforthe Academytoendure beyond
ECDP. The new site which contains three classrooms,
learning spaces and new learning resources, is already
hosting train drivers starting their ERTMS training.
A dedicated team of Operational Trainers has been
created to support the learning. Later this month, the

site’s activity gains momentum with the first cohort of
Ipswich based trainee train drivers joining the business.

“Freightliner continues to invest in the training of its
people,” said, Louise Ward, Freightliner’s Safety and
Sustainability Director. “The use of simulators allows
driverstoapplytheirclassroom knowledgein a practical
andsafeenvironmentsupportingamorecomprehensive
learning experience.”

The ultra-light simulators will be exclusively used for
training from Autumn 2023 when Freightliner’s first
Class 66V locomotive goes in for the fitment of ERTMS
technology.
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GB RAILFREIGHT RENAMES A CLASS 66 TO CELEBRATE LORD HENDY'S
APPOINTMENT TO THE HOUSE OF LORDS

On May 24th, at aceremony at London Waterloo station,
GB Railfreight renamed Class 66 718 from Sir Peter
Hendy CBE to Peter, Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill, of
Imber in the County of Wiltshire. The renaming was to
mark Lord Hendy’s recent appointment to the House of
Lords, which was announced late last year.

LordHendyhaslongbeenaleadingfigureinthetransport
sector. He is the current Chair of Network Rail, having
previously served as Commissioner for Transport for
London, and has held many other senior roles across

the industry.

John Smith, CEO of GB Railfreight, made a presentation
to Lord Hendy before the train headed out to Richmond,
where they stopped for a photo opportunity.

John Smith, CEO of GB Railfreight said “Almost 10 years
agototheday,weunveiledtheSirPeterHendyatVictoria
Station and today at Waterloo Station | am proud to
rename this loco the Peter, Lord Hendy of Richmond
Hill, of Imber in the County of Wiltshire.

This is to celebrate Lord Hendy’s appointment to the
House of Lords, which he thoroughly deserves for a
lifetime of dedication to the transport industry.”

Peter, Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill, of Imber in the
County of Wiltshire said; “While it is my name on the
locomotive, the truth is that you never get anywhere in
life without the brilliant people who work for you. The
railway is a wonderful place to work, in which people
put in enormous effort every day.

This honour is not solely down to me, it happened
because of the thousands and thousands of people who
give so much every day.”
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Class 91 105 approaches Doncaster on May 4th
working a London King’s Cross - Leeds service with
DVT No. 82208 bringing up the rear.

LNER EXPANDED TICKETING TRIAL WILL BRING GREATER FLEXIBILITY AND SIMPLICITY FOR CUSTOMERS

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) is to introduce
simplerand moreflexibleticketingoptionsforcustomers
across the LNER network as part of a major step in
overhauling outdated ticketing.

The new approach will be live from May 14th, when
tickets are due to go on sale, for travel from June 11th.

LNER introduced a pioneering trial on three routes
in 2020, between London King’s Cross and Leeds,
Newcastle and Edinburgh. The trial saw the removal
of return fares, where all fares are priced on a single
journey basis, enabling customers far greater flexibility
to mix and match their fares and find better deals.
Single tickets were priced at around half that of a return,
removing instances where return fares are only £1 more
than a single fare.

Theextensionofthisapproachacrossthe LNER routewill
make it even simpler for more customers to select the
best ticket options for their journey, with the following
now available:

Anytime Single
Off-Peak/Super Off-Peak Single
Advance Single

Crucially, LNERisremoving the outdated practice where
asingleticket can costalmostas much as areturn ticket.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said: “The
expansion of Single Leg Pricing will mean almost all of
our customers will benefit from simpler fares and have
the power to mix and match to get the best value fares.
We believe that making fares simpler, smarter and fairer
will encourage more people to choose rail, making a
green and sustainable travel choice. Alongside our

successful innovations from our legendary customer
service to our industry leading digital products, LNER
remains at the forefront of transforming rail.”

Transport Secretary, Mark Harper, said: “The expansion
of single leg pricing on LNER is the latest example of this
Government getting on and delivering tangible reforms
that will benefit rail passengers, delivering simpler,
more flexible tickets that are better value. Passengers
will get the best value ticket for their journey safe in the
knowledge a single ticket will be around half the price
of a return.”

Independent online consumer research commissioned
by LNER (of LNER customers and non-LNER customers)
found that 61 per cent of customers surveyed were in
favour of single leg ticketing being extended, and close
to 45 per cent of non-customers were more likely to
travel for long-distance journeys with LNER in the future

as a result of single leg ticketing. More than half, 55 per
cent of LNER customers agree that single leg ticketing
simplifies the way tickets work.

LNER is committed to transforming ticketing to make
travel smarter, simpler and more seamless. Almost 9
in 10 customers currently purchase Advance tickets
for journeys with LNER. The pandemic accelerated
the move away from outdated paper tickets as people
prefer contactless e-tickets which can be amended or
refunded more easily. Advance tickets offer the best
value fares and include a seatreservation free of charge.

LNER introduced new combinations of journeys where
customers can buy Advance tickets from May 2021,
allowing customers to make significant savings when
travelling for leisure or business.



London North Eastern Railway (LNER) is proud to launch
the first named and liveried train as part of the Azuma
fleet on the East Coast route, connecting London with
Yorkshire, the North East of England and Scotland.

Named ‘Century’, it celebrates LNER’s people and
pioneering approach over the past one hundred years
since the LNER brand first came into being in 1923.
The special livery was revealed amid a fanfare and
celebrations at York railway station on May 15th.

‘Century’ was the name chosen by LNER colleagues and
aspecialtrain naming panel, reflecting the sentiment of
the pride in LNER’s rich past, its passion for the present
and the ambition LNER has for the future.

LNERiscelebrating100yearsofproudserviceontheEast
Coast Main Line, connecting the English and Scottish
capital cities and many diverse destinations which
continue to be incredibly popular with people keen to
make the most of the superb sights and attractions

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS

on offer along the East Coast. Throughout the century,
LNER has named trains which have been globally iconic
intheir popularity including ‘Flying Scotsman’, ‘Mallard’
and ‘Sir Nigel Gresley..

DavidHorne,ManagingDirectoratLNER,said: “It’satruly
special moment for everyone at LNER to be unveiling
the first named Azuma on the fourth anniversary of our
Azuma trains first entering into passenger service.

‘Century’ recognises the successes and iconic moments
of our proud past which have defined who we are
today, as well as looking forward to the innovation and
technology which will see us through 100 more years
of taking people on exciting journeys on the East Coast
route. The livery perfectly depicts our story to date and
we can’t wait to see customers enjoying it out on the
route.”

Thedesignfeaturescolleagues pastand presentthrough
a unique photographic timeline of the last 100 years

of LNER. Colleagues who continue to deliver LNER’s
legendary customer service are among those included,
alongside Mallard speed record breaking driver, Joe
Duddington. Iconic locomotives and destinations from
LNER’s century in service also feature.

The newly named train was driven by one of LNER’s
newestqualifieddrivers,Jordan Cochrane,and received
a warm welcome and rousing trumpet fanfare as it
arrived in York.

Tim Dunn, Rail Historian and presenter of The
Architecture the Railways Built, said: “The LNER brand
has had a colourful and pioneering history - eversince it
appearedin 1923.0ne hundred years later, this moment
brings it all together perfectly!

“Theintroductionof‘Century’meansmanymorepeople
haveonthe East Coast Main Linewill beinspiredto learn
more about LNER’s impact on rail travel in the UK. The
brand is associated with some extraordinary moments

GROUNDBREAKING RELATIONSHIP CHARTER ENHANCES CULTURE OF

London North Eastern Railway (LNER), Agility Trains and
Hitachi Rail have signed a pioneering agreement that
will define how the three organisations collaborate over
the next three decades. The industry-leading approach
has been announced on the fourth anniversary of the
firstAzumatrain entering passengerserviceonthe LNER
route on May 15th.

The Relationship Charter is a commitment to a set of
values and behaviours shared between LNER, Agility
Trains and Hitachi Rail to ensure the best possible
collaboration for the benefit of customers. The Charter
isdesignedtocreateanon-goingopenand collaborative
culture between the three organisations, at every level
of interaction, for the remaining 23 years of the existing
contracts and potentially beyond.

The Department for Transport (DfT) contracted Agility
Trains (sub-contractor Hitachi Rail) for the second phase
of the Intercity Express Programme (IEP) in 2014, to
provide 65 new high speed Azuma trains and associated
depots for the East Coast Main Line. The British built

trains were to be designed, accepted and deployed
in consultation with the train operator. The DfT also
establishedalong-termoperationalagreementbetween
LNER and Agility Trains for provision of passenger rolling
stock services, which runs until August 2046.

Linda Wain, Engineering Director at LNER, said:
“By outlining common values and high standards
for collaboration and interaction, the Charter is a
commitment to working together to reach our shared
competitive goals and to achieve operational benefits
through a spirit of mutual trust and openness. Our
customers are at the heart of everything we do at LNER
and ensuring they enjoy the best possible experience
when they travel with us. Working together with our
partners is a key part of delivering the best service.”

James Le Couilliard, Agility Trains’ Chief Executive
Officer, said: “The Charter cements our commitment to
partnership in the delivery of out-standing passenger
rail services across the East Coast through an open,
collaborative approach - allowing us to collectively

benefit from each organisation’s disparate skills,

expertise, experience and knowledge. Enshrining our
sharedvalues,standardsandbehavioursacrossallareas
of interface allows us to more effectively strive for our
common goals, through a genuinely equal partnership,
for long-term industry success and passengers benefit”.

Sara Holland, Fleet Director East Coast at Hitachi Rail,
said: “Our collaboration has resulted in the British built
Azuma achieving award winning performance. The
Relationship Charter will build on this success, ensuring
shared values and high standards are engrained in
everything we do from boardroom to depot.”

The charter also outlines opportunities for active
collaboration, designed to allow each organisation
to achieve its goals and optimise the benefits of the
relationship. These include:

Strategic: Continual contact between owner and project
leads

JOURNEY OF A CENTURY: LNER LAUNCHES FIRST NAMED AZUMA TRAIN

such asMallard’s speed record run; and theintroduction
of the latest fleet - the Azumas. These moments have
helped define the railway’s identity in the UK and | am
sure LNER will be known for them for generations to
come.”

Carolyn Sheard, LNER Customer Experience Leader
who features within the livery said: “I am so proud to
be featured on the ‘Century’ livery - | love my job and
really enjoy working for the company so it’s an honour
to be involved in the celebrations this year.”

The ‘Century’ Azumatrain will now remain permanently
on the LNER route, taking customers between
destinationsinspeed, styleand comfort. Theinnovation
and technology offered by the Azuma fleet marks an
exciting new era for sustainable rail travel in the UK.

COLLABORATION

Tactical: Managers, supervisors, team leads,

collaborating to develop ways of working

Operational:Sharingresources,skills,data,information,
knowledge

Interpersonal: Personal relationships are the mortar
that holds everything together

Cultural: Respect, appreciation, understanding and
awareness across disciplines and roles.

TheCharterisarevolutionary approachto collaborative
partnerships. Relationship Charters may soon become
standard across the industry, with LNER considering
rolling out the model to its other partners and suppliers.
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A strike means all regular passenger trains are
cancelled, providing a clear run for No. D9000 as it
fly’s through Hest Bank running 27 minutes early

Rail

Carlisle.

on May 12th with a working from London Euston to

Cambridge rail station waiting rooms refurbished

Cambridge rail station’s waiting rooms have been
refurbished to improve facilities for passengers.

Greater Anglia spent £190,000 on improving waiting rooms
on platform 1 and 4 with new seating and information
screens and redecoration in heritage colours.

Each waiting room has received new seating, flooring, and
redecoration throughout.

They also offer passengers the opportunity to charge
laptops and mobile phones and work while they wait using
the stations’ free fast Wi-Fi.

Each waiting room also benefits from new information
screens and state of the art CCTV.

SimoneBailey,GreaterAnglia’sAssetManagementDirector,
said, “The aim was to deliver more comfortable waiting
rooms and better facilities for our customers to improve
their experience of travelling by rail.

“Investing in upgrades to stations across the network is
extremely important to Greater Anglia, demonstrating our
commitment to providing excellent facilities and service
to our customers.”

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Delay Repay on strike strike days

Q:Iltwasn’tclearto me whether Delay Repay would be
allowed for services affected by the recent rail strikes.
But last week | wanted to go from Luton to Blackfriars
on a London Terminals ticket but found that on the
ASLEF strike day although about half of Thameslink
trains were running, more or less on time, they were
all terminating at St.Pancras. I’ve no idea why, as |
thoughtthe section from St.Pancrasto London Bridge
was semi-automated, and they were running trains
both north and south of the Thames.

So on the outward leg | use TfL to go from St.Pancras
to Farringdon (surprisingly my ticket was accepted
at both ends by the tube gatelines) and walked from
there, which made me over 15 minutes late on the
timetabled time. On the return leg | got a bus all the
way back, which caused a similar delay. Thameslink
published a timetable for all services for mid-
May onwards which showed their trains calling at
Blackfriars, and they published this after the ASLEF
strikes were announced.

So | submitted my outward and return tickets to the
Delay Repay system of Govia/Thameslinkand, slightly
to my surprise, got a refund on both of them for the
15-29 minute delay. Only a couple of pounds back,
but worth establishing the principle. Whether this
would also work for trains which did not run at all,
rather than being stopped short/started late as mine
were, | have no idea.

A: You would have received Delay Repay, which is
compensation (technically speaking, liquidated
damages) for a delay. This is very different to a refund,
which is when you return a ticket that you haven’t used;
you could be accused of committing fraud if you apply
for a refund on a ticket you have used.

But yes, it appears that in this instance Thameslink
have correctly paid the Delay Repay that is due. There’s
a very mixed picture as to what each TOC is paying in
terms of Delay Repay on strike days.

Delay repay when the delay is
on London Underground

Q: Is it possible to claim delay repay (or any other
kind of compensation) when the delay is on London
Underground which causes the main line train to be
missed ?

On June 1st, my son was stuck on a Victoria line tube
for an hour due to a signal fault. Consequently he
missed his Euston - Macclesfield train which was also
the last train of the day (..and also subsequent strike
days!).

He did manage to catch a train from St Pancras to
Chesterfield though but had to buy another ticket
(and then get a lift from Chesterfield to sunny Macc)

A: London Underground is not a TOC and does not
convey people according to the NRCoT, so no delay
repay is applicable for a journey to Manchester.

If he travelled on Oyster he may receive an automatic
refund for the Oyster fare only, else, the information
you need is here: https://tfl.gov.uk/fares/refunds-
and-replacements/tube-and-dlr-delays

If he held a ticket routes Any Permitted he needed not
to have purchased a new one to get from St Pancras to
Chesterfield - did he speak to anyone at Euston?

Isitplausiblethat TfLwouldconsiderofferingsomething
as a goodwill gesture, in a situation where fault is this
cut and dry but very unlikely as TfL is often cash tight.
They don’t really consider consequential loses despite
Consumer Law had stated and Transport Focus have
an article on that

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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Network Rail Railgrinder Nos. DR79401, 79402, 79403
and 79404 passes Acton Bridge on May 16th with a
Penrith - Kings Norton OTP move.

Great Garden Rail Trail brings new twist to St Elizabeth Hospice fundraiser

SuffolkrailstationgardenswilljoinStElizabeth Hospice’s
GreatGarden Trailthissummerto helpraisefundsforthe
charity. The Hospice has partnered with Greater Anglia
and the East Suffolk Lines Community Rail Partnership
to add an exciting new element to its annual fundraiser,
creating the Great Garden Rail Trail event, which will
take place on July 9th. Meeting at Ipswich at 10:30,
guests will take a special trip by train for a guided tour
of the East Suffolk Line between Ipswich and Lowestoft,
highlighting the stunning station gardens that can be
found along the route. The first stop will be Westerfield,
where the ‘station adopter’ volunteers will give a talk
about their work to create a stunning wildlife garden
next to the platforms, before going on to Beccles for
refreshments at the station café.

The trip will then continue to Lowestoft for some sea
air and a chance to see how the rail network is working
to improve land and green spaces, including a newly
created wildlife area at Lowestoft station, before those
taking part canreturn attheir leisure. Tickets will enable
attendees to hop on and off on the return journey to
take in the delights of other stations, towns and villages
along the way. Tickets are £15 per adult, which includes
a donation to St Elizabeth Hospice and £5 per child and
can be booked at railplus.greateranglia.co.uk/specials/
community-rail-partnerships/st-elizabeths-hospice-
great-garden-trail-9th-july-2023.html. Money raised
from the Great Garden Trail helps to fund the hospice’s
work across East Suffolk, Great Yarmouth and Waveney
providing care for families and patients living with life-

limiting illness.

Lesley Rawlinson, Community and Partnerships
Fundraiser at St Elizabeth Hospice, said: “Thank you to
Greater Anglia and the East Suffolk Lines Community
Rail Partnership for supporting our Great Garden Trail
2023 and for hosting such a unique experience for
hospice supporters. The Great Garden Trail has been a
great success this year and we are looking forward to
exploring even more gardens throughout the summer.
Every penny raised really will make a difference to our
services as we support people living through difficult
times in their lives.”

Aaron Taffera, Chair of the East Suffolk Lines Community

Rail Partnership, said, “We’re delighted to join the Great
Garden Trail to help the Hospice continue its valuable
work and are grateful to Greater Anglia for offering a
specialdiscountedticket pricewhichwehopewillattract
lots of people to come on board for what promises to be
an excellent and fascinating day out.”

Alan Neville, Greater Anglia’s Customer and Community
Engagement Manager, said, “We are really proud to be
supporting St Elizabeth’s Hospice with this special Great
Garden Rail Trail fundraiser event. The day out is taking
place in a year when we are celebrating the success of
our incredible Station Adoption initiative, which is now
in its 20th year and has led to the development of some
amazing station gardens along the rail lines in East
Anglia.”
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A lengthy AutoBallaster passes Acton
Bridge on May 14th working from
Reservoir Junction - Crewe P.A.D.

GTR’s first Class 387/1 completes static testing
of new digital ETCS in-cab signalling equipment

Govia Thameslink Railway’s (GTR’s) first Class 387/1
Great Northern Electrostar train has now completed
static testing of its retrofitted European Train Control
Signalling (ETCS) in-cab signallingequipment, as part of
the East Coast Digital Programme, aimed at improving
performance for passengers, while reducing emissions.
The Class 387 is the country’s first major commuter
fleet to have the technology retrofitted, and it lays
the foundations for the digital upgrade to be applied
to the rest of the UK’s vast Electrostar fleet, for future
expansion of ETCS across other routes.

Unit 387 101’s recently retrofitted onboard ETCS system
(Atlas 3) was commissioned at Alstom’s Litchurch Lane
manufacturing site in Derby where each new piece of
equipmentwentthrough powered-up electrical testing.
Alstom also carried out low-speed dynamic testing of
the Eurobalise antenna and odometry system, which
detect the train’s location.

OnMay23rd,thetrainwashauled by GBRffrom Litchurch
Lane to the Rail Innovation and Development Centre
(RIDC) in Melton Mowbray, where dynamic testing of the
ETCS odometry equipment will commence, expected
to take approximately three weeks. This is the first of
three dynamic testing events for Unit 387101 at RIDIC;
all three tests are expected to have been completed by
October 2023. This ‘first-in-class’ train is set to return in
November 2023, after which GTR will fit the remaining
28 387/1 units at its in-house depot in Hornsey, north
London.

GTR’s ERTMS Fleet Project Manager Aaron Meakin said:
“We’re delighted with how the newly retrofitted ETCS
system has performed on our Class 387 train in static
testing. Itbodes well aswe moveinto dynamictesting at
RIDC. Our engineering team and the team at Alstom are
working closely together to ensure success and we’re
looking forward to continuing this collaboration.”

Aaron Weeks, Project Director for Alstom said: “The
Class 387 is the first unit in the UK to utilise the newest
generationofAlstom’sETCSOnboardsignallingproduct,
known as ATLAS 3. We are delighted to successfully
complete the fitment and static testing and now we
are looking forward to dynamically testing the train
at RIDC in the coming months. Alstom recognises that
the digitisation of the UK rail network needs new ways
of innovative cross industry working and the ongoing
close collaboration between our team and partners at

GTR, Porterbrook and Network Rail on this project is a
great example of this.”

The Government-funded East Coast Digital Programme
will see traditional signals removed from the tracks on
the Northern City Line to London Moorgate and the
East Coast Mainline from London to Stoke Tunnels,
south of Grantham. They will be replaced with state-of-
the-art digital signalling technology. This will improve
reliability, meaning a better performing rail service for
customers using this key route.

In-cab signalling provided by ETCS Level 2 operation
supplies continual speed information and movement
authority to the driver via a computer screen in the
driver’s cab, ratherthanrelyingonfixed lineside signals.
Ed Akers, Network Rail’s Principal Programme Sponsor,
East Coast Digital Programme, said: “This is another
important step forward in the largest passenger fleet
retrofitting project in the ECDP. We’ve got here because
of pioneering collaboration across multiple industry
partners. The partnership working will continue as the
train gets putthroughits paces atourupgradedfacilities
at RIDC, preparing the way for its use with digitally
signalled passenger services.”

Ben Ackroyd, Chief Operating Officer at Porterbrook,
which owns GTR’s Class 387 fleet said: “Successful
completion of static testing signals an important
milestoneinthisprojectaimedatimprovingperformance
and reliability for passengers. We’re proud to be playing
our part in this industry partnership and look forward
to continued collaboration as the ‘first-in-class’ train
moves into dynamic testing.”
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£80 million Dauwlish sea wall, which will help protect vital rail link to the south west, opens to public

The transformation of Dawlish seafront is almost
complete as 415m of new promenade, along with other
fully accessible public areas, has opened to the public
ahead of the summer season. The second section of the
new Dawlish sea wall, which will help protect the railway
fromextremeweatherandrisingsealevelsforgenerations
to come, was opened on May 25th. Stretching between
Coastguards and Colonnade breakwaters, it is linked to
the first section at Marine Parade by a new footbridge,
running parallel to the railway viaduct.

Completion of the £80m Government-funded project
means the community and visitors to Dawlish can now
enjoy the accessible high-level promenade all the way
from Boat Cove to Coastguards footbridge, where it
then joins the original sea wall. The beach between
Colonnade and Coastguards breakwaters will also
reopen to the public now that construction is complete.
Construction began on the second section in November
2020 following completion of the first phase, which runs
for 360m alongside Marine Parade and opened to the
public in July that year.

An innovative eight-legged, self-contained walking jack-
up barge, known as a ‘Wavewalker’, was used during the
construction - the first time this type of barge was used
to upgrade the UK rail network. It allowed the team to
workacross hightidalrangesthat particularlyimpactthe
south Devon coastline. The wall itself was substantially
completed in July 2022, when all 164 front panels, 203
pre-castblocksand 189 recurve unitswhich return waves
back out to sea were in place for the second section.
This milestone gave the iconic stretch of railway line
immediate greater resilience against waves that flood

the track, leading to potential closures and delays.

Since then, Network Rail’s contractor BAM Nuttall has
been working to complete the link bridge, promenade,
seating areas, ramped access to the beach and a new
stilling basin, where Dawlish Water runs under the
viaduct into the sea. The new section of wall wraps
around Dawlish station, where work is continuing to
build an accessible footbridge with lifts for passengers.
Although it offers 21st Century protection and full
accessibility, the new sea wall features many nods to
the town’s history; the footprint of the old Coastguards
boathouse is shown on the new promenade, while the
wallinfront of the station features outlines of the alcoves
that previously provided seating. Reclaimed stone from
the old wall has been used to create new benches.

The design of the 8m high sea wall, which is 2.5m taller
thanthepreviousone,followed years of detailed studies,
designs and joint working between world-leading
marine, coastal and railway engineering experts. It was
developed as part of the South West Rail Resilience
Programme, put in place to improve resilience between
Exeter and Newton Abbot, after the major storm of 2014.
The entire sea wall project has given the local economy
a £15million boost through Network Rail and BAM
Nuttall’s commitment to using local labour, materials
and accommodation, wherever possible.

EwenMorrison,NetworkRailseniorprogrammemanager,
said: “We are absolutely delighted to be opening this
new section of seawalland would like to wholeheartedly
thank the community of Dawlish for their patience and
support while the construction took place close to their

homes and businesses over two-and-half years. The
project has not been without its challenges, including
the Covid-19 pandemic, the discovery of an uncharted
gas main and some particularly wet, cold and stormy
conditions over the past winter. It is testament to the
efforts of the teams involved that they have worked
around the clock, whatever the weather, to deliver this
huge feat of engineering. The project is vital not just for
Dawlish but for the whole of the south west peninsula
as the railway connects communities in 50 towns and
cities with the rest of the UK. The railway is now better
protected and we hope the new wall, promenade and
footbridge will be used and enjoyed by generations to
come.”

Anne Marie Morris, MP for Newton Abbot, said: “It has
been an incredible journey since that fateful night
when the sea wall came down to what we now have in
Dawlish. The new wall, the promenade, rockfall shelter
and the footbridge provide the additional resilience this
essential piece of infrastructure needs to ensure the
long-term viability of the line. Network Rail have been
hugely impressivein their dedication to the task at hand.
| look forward to continuing to work with them as the
work further up the line to Teignmouth continues.”

Councillor Andrea Davis, Devon County Council Cabinet
memberforClimateChange, TransportandEnvironment,
said: “Peninsula Rail Task Force was formed in the wake
of the terrible damage at Dawlish in 2014, we are now
very relieved for our lobbying to have fruition for Dawlish
and the South West Peninsula. Network Rail has not
only delivered a future-proof solution, enhanced public
realm and improvements to the station, they have

protected the economy of the wider south west. We are
truly grateful to the Government for listening to us and
for the support of the Department of Transport to see
this phase of the overall project through to completion.”

AlanCox,ManagingDirector, Transport,BAMNuttall,said:
“Throughaspiritofcollaborationandresilience,BAMand
Network Rail have transformed adversity into triumph
at Dawlish. Guided by a shared vision, our dedicated
team has demonstrated ingenuity throughout, defying
the physical challenges that beset the site. Whether it
was the use of stone-filled containers to protect the area
followingtheinitialfailurein February2014,theuseofthe
Wavewalker to install the new piling or the development
of a bespoke low-carbon structural concrete, innovation
has paved the way for remarkable achievements.
“I’m incredibly proud of our team’s problem-solving
prowess but our success in Dawlish extends beyond
just completion of this vital infrastructure project.
Recognising the major impact on the local community,
our team’s commitment to open communication and
transparency has been truly exemplary. We have forged
a lasting bond with our neighbours, ensuring they were
well-informed and engaged throughout the process.

“Looking back, this project will forever be a source of
immense pride and satisfaction for our team. The legacy
we leave behind in Dawlish exemplifies the power of
determination and collaboration and will resonate with
the town, the Great Western Railway, and its valued
passengers for generations to come.”
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SB Rail Finishing Machine No. DR77002 passes
Northampton on May 26th, working the 10:15
Guide Bridge to Willesden.

Refurbishment begins on 130-year-old
Beverley footbridge

Work to fully repair and restore the 130-year-old
Grade ll-listed footbridge at Beverley station has
begun

From May 30th, engineers will strengthen the
originalcastironstructureandinstall new parapets,
along with new surfacing and stair treads. The
bridge will be given a fresh lick of paint in keeping
with its rich heritage, whilst the wooden canopy
will be removed following years of wear and tear.
Repairs to the train shed and platforms will also be
made, giving the station a new lease of life.

The bridge has been closed on safety grounds since
September 2022 to remove the risk of pieces of the
weakened canopy falling onto the tracks below.
As a Grade ll-listed structure, the plans have been
given the green light by Historic England and the
essential workis due to be completed in November,
with the bridge reopening to passengers.

Matt Rice, North and East Route Director for
Network Rail, said: “I’m pleased that work is getting
underway to fully restore this historic footbridge at
Beverley station. It is an important piece of history
that dates back to the 1880s, so it’s vital that we
refurbish it sympathetically whilst ensuring it
remains safe for passengers.

“I

'd like to thank passengers for their patience
whilst we push ahead with this project, and | look
forward to the bridge opening later in the year.”

Tony Baxter, Regional Director at Northern, said:
“I'd like to thank our customers for their patience
as this essential work is carried out and advise
them to allow extra time when changing platforms
at Beverley station.”

Access between the station’s two platforms is
maintained via the level crossing on Armstrong
Way. Passengers are advised to speak to station
staff if they need assistance and allow extra time for
switching platforms. Itisimportantthat passengers
do not cross the railway unless they are using the
level crossing whilst the footbridge is closed.

Image: Beverley footbridge visualisation.
©Network Rail


http://www.southerncountiesrailwaysociety.co.uk

On May 1st, Class 66 116 crosses the bridge
over Dawes Lane as it approaches Santon Iron
Ore Terminal on 6T26 from Immingham Bulk
Terminal.

Seen at Todmorden station on May 3rd, a plaque of the early British
Railways lion and wheel emblem.

Reliability boost for Cambrian line passengers as 160-year-old wooden viaduct
gets major refurbishment

Work on the Severn and Carno viaduct near Caersws,
Powys, was completed on May 19th as well as a large
section of track work near Newtown. The Cambrian
line was closed for 16 days, from Friday May 6th to
Monday May 22nd with Transport for Wales operating a
rail replacement bus service between Shrewsbury and
Machynlleth. With the viaduct now looking better that
is has in decades, local communities and tourists can
fully enjoy a normal working train service in the area of
surrounding natural beauty in the summer period.

First constructed in 1860, the 70-metre-long viaduct has
been reconstructed twice in 1906 and 1927 and carried
therailway overwheretherivers Carno and Severn meet.

By jacking up the railway on top of the viaduct and
working from floating platforms, or pontoons, on
the river, teams of engineers from Network Rail and
contractors AmcoGiffen have replaced three of a total
of eleven spans of timber beams. They also carried out
remedial work on the rest of the bridge, including the
replacement of metallic straps and fixings.

In their commitment to a greener railway, Network
Rail has recycled 100% of the replaced timber from the
viaduct. A total of 17-tonnes of timber has been

donated to local farmers and residents. The local school
has already made plans to use the timber to construct
outside benches for their pupils. Additional teams
removed and replaced two kilometres of track further
east in Newtown to increase the reliability of journeys
for passengers. Extra resilience work was also carried
out on railway points along with drainage installation.

Overnight track renewal work on the Cambrian line will
continue until July 7th to prevent service disruption.

Simon Roberts, programme manager at Network Rail
Wales & Borders, said: “We are delighted that we have
given this 160-year-old viaduct a new lease of life. Now
that it has been strengthened, thereis less chance of the
railway closing due to urgent repairs and passengers can
enjoy anormalservice ahead of the busy summer period.
The local community have been very supportive, and it
isacherryontopthatwe have been abletorecycle 100%
of all the old timber and donate back to the community.”

Jan Chaudhry-Van der Velde, Chief Operations Officer
for Transport for Wales (Rail Services), commented:
“This work by Network Rail will help make the railway
infrastructure on the Cambrian line more resilient and
improve the reliability of our passenger services. New

Class 197 trains have been ordered for the line, so this
investment will help clear the way for the trains to
operate successfully.”

Claire Williams, Partnership Development Officer for
the Cambrian Railway Partnership said: “It is wonderful
to see the railway line reopen again for passengers and
that the work carried out will make this spectacular line
more resilient for years to come.

“We would like to thank the communities for being so
patient and understanding whilst this vital restoration
and reconstruction work has been taking place. We are
also really pleased that local residents, farmers and
schools have been able to make use of the old timber
from the viaduct, a great example of sustainability.”

Photo: Severn and Carno viaduct from the river.
©Network Rail
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On May 20th, several former Greater Anglia
Class 321 EMUs pass Norton Crossing working
from Clacton heading to Walton Old for storage.

Changes to Chiltern journeys due to railway repairs and HS2 work

Passengers in Buckinghamshire are being advised to
plan ahead as railway work later this year means major
changes to journeys between August and October. The
first stage of work on the Chiltern Main line will see
Network Rail engineers making permanent repairs to
a Victorian drainage culvert which passes underneath
the railway in Aylesbury. Faults found in the structure
earlier this year have since led to repeated short-notice
closures of the line causing disruption for passengers.

To fix the issue once and for all, a 12-day railway
closure is needed to repair the culvert between Monday
August 7th and Friday August 18th. This will impact all
trains between Aylesbury and Princes Risborough and
Aylesbury Vale Parkway and Amersham.

To keep passengers on the move during this time, rail
replacement buses will be in operation between:

Amersham - Great Missenden - Wendover - Stoke
Mandeville - Aylesbury - Aylesbury Vale Parkway (for
connections to London Underground)

Princes Risborough - Monks Risborough - Little Kimble
— Aylesbury

Immediately after that from August 19th until October
30th , work will take place to allow the new high-speed,
zero-carbon railway HS2, to pass under the existing
railway.

This will mean no train services for 10 weeks between
between Aylesbury and Princes Risborough, with rail
replacement buses laid on for passengers, between:

Princes Risborough - Monks Risborough - Little Kimble
— Aylesbury

People are being being made aware of the work so they
can plan their journeys in advance by checking www.
nationalrail.co.uk.

DeniseWetton, NetworkRail’sCentralroutedirector,said:
“We know there’s never a convenient time to close the
railwayandwe’resorrytopassengersinBuckinghamshire
who have already suffered from short-notice closures of
the line between Princes Risborough and Aylesbury for
several months. When completed, this vital work will
mean more reliable journeys for passengers travelling
between Aylesbury and Princes Risborough on a railway
that’s fit for the future.”

Jacqueline Dey, Chiltern Railways’ operators director,
said: “The damaged culvert has led to numerous short-
notice cancellations this year, and we are pleased that
a permanent fix will be in place before the end of the
summer. Customers should be mindfulthat Network Rail
and HS2 works will close the railway between Princes
Risborough and Aylesbury for a further ten weeks after
these repairs, with the line reopening again on Monday

October 30th.

Rail replacement buses will be in operation during this
time, and customers should check before they travel.
We know that this is a significant, long-term closure,
but we are confident that the railway between Princes
Risborough and Aylesbury will be more reliable as a
result of these important works. We will be working with
industry partners to keep residents informed before and
throughout the closure, and thank customers for their
patience while these works are completed.”

Patrick Cawley, director
for ‘On Network Works’ for
Network Railand HS2, said:
“dliketothankpassengers
in  Buckinghamshire for
their patience this year
while we carry out this vital
phase of work between
Aylesbury and Princes
Risborough to prepare
for the new high speed
railway. HS2 will transform
journeys between London,
theMidlandsandtheNorth,
providing zero-carbon
journeys from day one and
also making space

ontheexisting railway network for more freight and local
services. To help reduce disruption we’ve worked with
our rail industry partners to combine closures needed
for two major pieces of work on this route. We’re asking
passengers to plan ahead and check before they travel
at www.nationalrail.co.uk”

Passengers are advised to check before they travel at
www.chilternrailways.co.uk and www.nationalrail.
co.uk or for updates and details of alternative travel
arrangements during the extended closure.
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AsunnybankholidaySaturdayhadbroughtthecrowdsoutatLlangollen,
andtherailwayseemedtobedoinggoodbusiness(includingconveying
a wedding party on the mid-day train). The visiting ‘Austerity’ tank
loco (running as No. 68067) is seen on arrival at Llangollen Station at
lunchtime on May 27th.

Transpennine Route Upgrade reveals plans to
slash carbon emissions, generate thousands of
jobs and deliver billions of pounds in social
value in the North of England

On May 16th, the Transpennine Route Upgrade (TRU)
revealed its strategy to improve the lives of millions of
people in the North by:

Slashing railway carbon emissions, equivalent to taking
6 million cars off the road for an entire year

Creating and safeguarding thousands of jobs for local
peopleandprovidingtensofthousandsofopportunities
for new entrants to the industry and young people
Delivering more than £4bn in social value and a further
£4bn in wellbeing

The multi-billion-pound railway programme will
deliver major upgrades on the 70-mile route between
Manchester and York, transforming journeys across
the North, better connecting towns and cities through
more frequent, faster, greener trains, running on a
better, cleaner and more reliable railway. As well as
delivering benefits for passengers, the programme’s
new sustainability strategy titled ‘Our GuidingCompass’
outlines its commitments to delivering environmental
benefits, social value and employment opportunities.

Rail Minister Huw Merrimansaid: “Sustainabilityisatthe
heart of the Transpennine Route upgrade - delivering
faster and more reliable electrified services in the
North in a way that’s also better for our environment.
| welcome the launch of this strategy and am proud
to see the transformational benefits of the upgrade
coming to life by creating new jobs and opportunities
while slashing carbon emissions across the region.”

Anna Humphries, Head of Sustainability and Social
Value for the Transpennine Route Upgrade, said: “The
Transpennine Route Upgrade’s sustainability strategy
is clear in our vision for the North of England. We’re
deliveringnotjustarailwaythatwillbefaster,cleanerand
provide more seats, but we’re putting the sustainability
and social value delivery of the programme at the heart
ofallwedo.Wehaveaonce-in-a-generationopportunity
to make a real impact on the lives of those who live in
the North of England and ‘Our Guiding Compass’ puts
in writing how we intend to do that.”

RobWarnes,StrategicDevelopmentDirectoratNorthern
Trains said:“The Transpennine Route Upgrade will be

transformative for our customers, enabling us to run
greener, faster trains and slash our carbon emissions.
TheprogrammeiscreatingjobshereatNorthern,aswell
as in our supply chain and across the North of England,
offering our towns and cities a much-needed economic
boost”

Nicola Martin, Head of Sustainability for TransPennine
Express said: “People and the environment are at the
heart of Our Guiding Compass. This is so important
today,inaworld where people are moreinformed about
the pressures on the environment. The investments
being made through the Transpennine Route Upgrade
will bring welcome improvements to our rail network
and will attract and retain customers who seek to travel
in a low carbon way.”

TRU willdeliveracleaner, greenerrailway by electrifying
the 70-mile rail route between Manchester and York. It
will also slash carbon emissions by mitigating negative
environmental impacts during construction and
enhancing the natural environment surrounding the
route. TRUwillcreate4,000newrolesduringconstruction
with 60% of the workforce are being employed from
within 25 miles of the route and 80% within 40 miles.
20% will be from under represented groups to create
a diverse team to reflect the communities on the
Transpennineroute. Using cutting-edge technology, the
railway programme has also calculated theimpact ofits
sustainable development activities to £4.28 bn in social
value and an estimated £4.9bn in wellbeing impact, in
additiontothetraditional programmeeconomicimpact
assessments.

Thisis calculated using the Rail Social Value Tool, which
is an online tool developed specifically for the rail
industry in the UK, in line with HM Treasury Green Book
Principles, to conduct valuations of the social value
generated for individuals and society.

It also uses the ‘WELLBY Assessment’, which estimates
the impact of the change to wellbeing by calculating
the amount of additional income a person would
need to receive to then experience the same change in
wellbeing.
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A 10-week programme to renew track
at Glasgow Central’s platform 1 has
been completed. Passengers travelling
through Scotland’s busiest station will
now benefit from this £1.2m project
which was undertaken to enhance the
safety and reliability of the railway for
years to come. These essential works
were part of the Scottish Government’s
ongoing investment in Scotland’s
Railway. The works included:

replacing 720 baseplates which are
fixed to the concrete slab that holds the
track in place;

installing over 100 new timber sleepers

£ 1.2 million track upgrade
complete at Glasgow Central

along the length of platform 1,
upgrading tactile paving along the
platform edge;

renew signalling cables;

clean the buffers;

deep clean of platform 1 and removal
of overgrown vegetation;

Had normal access arrangements
been used, this work would have been
spread over a period of approximately
four years’ worth of Saturday nights
and would have been considerably
more costly. Instead, this 10-week
programme ran at the same time as the

closure of Carstairs Junction so that
disruption to passengers was kept to a
minimum.

Tom Podger, Senior Project Engineer,
Network Rail Scotland said: “Our team
of engineers have been working around
the clock to deliver this project safely
and on time. Their work will improve
the track at platform 1 as part of efforts
to enhance the safety and reliability
of the railway for years to come. We
are pleased that the works have been
completed on time and within budget.”

Complimentary Coronation Chocolates from LNER on services on May 6th.

Passengers travelling through London Bridge receive a visit from ‘The Sticky Fairy’

who has sprinkled some positivity around the station

Viral mental health artist Stephanie Seege, known
online as “The Sticky Fairy”, is making her exhibition
debut “Stardust” in collaboration with Network Rail at
London Bridge station. Stardust is a two-part exhibition
which was launched on May 19th and will be running
until December 31st, designed to raise mental health
awareness and spread joy to millions of passengers.

Struggling with her own mental health, Stephanie
started scribbling quotes on post-it notes and putting
them up around her flat for inspiration. Then one day
last year, it struck her that others might need some help
and encouragementso she started leaving herfunny and
thought-provoking handwritten notes on lamp posts
and in parks for others to find. Since then, the Sticky
Fairy’s videos have over 50 million views across her
social platforms (@thestickyfairy) and this exhibition
will be thefirst to delight a much larger audience, part of
Network Rail’s mission to improve people’s experience
of travelling through London Bridge.

As part of Mental Health Awareness Week, hundreds
of handwritten notes are being displayed in one of
London’s busiest stations, on the lower concourse next
to the help desk and the upper concourse opposite the
ticket counter.

The communal exhibition will encourage passengers
and visitors alike not to underestimate the power of a
small, kind gesture and to take care of their own, and
others mental health.

Stephanie said: “After a-year-and-a-half of walking the
streets and leaving thousands of notes behind me,
it’s lovely to finally have a physical space to showcase
the work | do. Creating the Stardust exhibition is an
opportunity to spread joy like ‘mental confetti’ with
thoughtful takeaways that last throughout the year and
beyond, unlike the notes | left in other public places
which were often only temporary. There was also a
more serious reason for wanting to display my notes at
a train station. | wondered if a sticky note could possibly
be enough to interrupt someone’s suicidal thoughts
and save someone’s life. | really hope the exhibition
will benefit railway staff, travellers and anyone passing
through the station in need of a dose of happiness and
maybejustagiggle. Humourisessentialfortalkingabout
serious matters to a wider audience.”

Imelda Cox, a shift station manager at London Bridge,
helpedbringtheexhibitiontothestation.Shesaid: “Since
| started working for Network Rail, I’'ve been passionate
about bringing more artwork and creative projects into

the station and collaborating with the Sticky Fairy is an
opportunity to make people smile and get people talking
about their mental health.”

The exhibition comes soon after Network Rail joined

Samaritans, British Transport Police and the wider rail
industrytoremindthepublicthatweallhavethepotential
to be lifesavers by simply striking up a conversation -
part of Samaritan’s Small Talk Saves Lives campaign.



Class 47 712 passes Battlefield with
1734 06:14 Cardiff Central - Carlisle
on May 6th.

Class 66 715 ‘Valour’ approaches Wilsons Crossing
with 4M47 12:18 London Gateway to Hams Hall on
May 16th.

Images revealed of UK’s first ‘Beacon’ bridge, set to transform accessibility at Yorkshire rail station

Stunning artist impressions of Garforth Station’s new
accessible pedestrian bridge have been released.

The ‘Beacon’ bridge, so-called due to the striking design
of its two lift shafts, is the first of its kind in the UK and
will give rail passengers a safe, step-free option at the
station for the first time.

Construction of the £6m investment - part of the
Department for Transport’s Access for All programme -
started at the end of May and will be completed by April
2024,

While the work takes place, the car park at Garforth will
be reduced by around 60 spaces and alternative, clearly
sign posted routes to/from the platforms will be in place.

Chris Wright, Senior Sponsor for Network Rail, said:
“The Beacon bridge has been designed with increased
focus on people and place. The structure appears lighter
than traditional designs, with the glass deck and stairs
preserving views of the adjacent listed road bridge.
More crucially, it will deliver the long-awaited step-free
access that Garforth needs and deserves. Being able to
release these images is hugely exciting as we move into
the construction phase of the project.”

Tony Baxter, Regional Director for Northern,
said: “We welcome all investment in rail
infrastructure. This project will have a big
impact on the customer experience at
Garforth and we look forward to the bridge
openingin 2024

The existing footbridge, which is Grade Il
listed, is being carefully removed and will be
relocatedtothe Bredgar and Wormshill Light
Railway in Kent. A temporary footbridge will
be installed in June to allow access between
platformsto be maintained whilethe Beacon
bridge is under construction.

Image: Garforthfootbridge artistimpression.
© Network Rail



National

Rail

Andy Pratt

Polos, starting from £14.00 Heavy weight Hoodies starting Softshell, from £27.00 each, Morf’s (neckwear), starting
each, minimal order of 3. from £27.50 each, minimal minimal order of 2. from £9.00 each, minimal
order of 3.

order of 2.

Budget
Hoodies
£18.10 eacH

For 5 plus.
(Not shown)

Gymsacs, starting from We have a broad range of Promotional print T-shirt, Hi-Vis, starting from £7.50
£5.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, from shoppers, courier £10.50 each minimal order of 2. each, minimal order of 2
bags to messenger bags.

Umbrellas, starting from Branded merchandise, Draw Branded T-shirts starting If you are after an item not shown,

£14.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, mouse mats, coasters. from £8.70 each, please ask, we have a vast range.

minimal order of 5. Prices shown is example pricing,
Pricing will vary on artwork / design
and quantities.

Standard turn-around time 5-7
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Showing your pride of your organisation, builds awareness and strength in your brand. Get the message out there
consistently with consistent branded apparel. Some of our example pricing, always best to get a bespoke quote.
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Some more of the nations oddities this month:

Isitorlisn’tit 2!?!

Fancy a day out?



http://www.had-print.co.uk

A Different
View

lan Callander

Jeff Nicholls

Ken Mumford




A Different

View

Colin Irwin




Preserved

Railways

The Great Central Railway will clock up a special milestone in June 2023.
It’s fifty years since volunteers were able to return steam trains to the award
winning heritage line.

Over aspecial galaweekend on June 17th and 18th, the railway will welcome
visitors to celebrate the anniversary and look to the future. On the Saturday,
the largest locomotive on the line, (a member of the powerful 9F class which
dates from the 1950s) will have the honour of pulling a train made up of fifty
freight wagons, something the GCR has never attempted before.

Steam and diesel locomotives will be in action hauling passenger trains. On
Sunday trains will also run on the Mountsorrel Branch Line. There will be
other attractions atthelines stations, including a photo display and heritage
vehicles will be open to view. Tours of the locomotive shed at Loughborough
will take visitors behind the scenes.

FIFTY YEARS OF RAILWAY MAGIC!

Malcolm Holmes, the GCR General Manager said, “We plan to showcase the
best of ourteam’s hard work with a great weekend of railway theatre. As well
as frequent trains there will be a lot to see off the rails too at our wonderful
stations. For some of our team who have worked hard since those very first
trainsin 1973, it’s sure to be emotional.”

A special timetable will see trains passing regularly on the double track
section of the Great Central, but also allow extra time at Leicester North for
passengers to visit the cabs of the heritage locomotives. The former Great
Central Railway was closed in 1969 by British Rail. Efforts to reopen the line
began immediately with a band of volunteers campaigning to get access to
the line. In 1973, the first trains ran only two miles between Loughborough
and Quorn and Woodhouse station. They were hauled by a locomotive from
Norwegian State Railways and featured an old wooden carriage.

Since then the operation has grown with trains running to Rothley station
and then a new platform at Leicester North. A second line was laid to create

GREAT CEH'I:_FIAL RAILWAY

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE

a double track railway with heritage signalling. Nowadays carefully restored
steam and diesel locomotives run passenger and demonstration freight
trains, bringing visitors from all over the world to Leicestershire.

The railway is now operated as a not for profit PLC, with shareholders
investing in the line in return for a say in how it’s run. It’s also supported by
members of the Friends of the Great Central Main Line and a charity called
the David Clarke Railway Trust.

“We’ve comealongway,” continued Malcolm, “but oursuccess has been built
ontheloyalandcontinuedsupportofourvolunteers,members,shareholders,
donors and local stakeholders. Our 50th anniversary gala weekend will be
all about celebrating and hopefully welcoming some volunteers who'll be
part of the story in the next half a century!”

Photo: No. 92214 Swithland Sidings with mineral train. ©Stephen Bottrill
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The Al Steam Locomotive Trust, the charity who built and operate new
steam locomotive N0.60163 Tornado and are now nearing completion of a
brand new P2 Class locomotive, have now vacated the Carriage Works on
Hopetown Lane, Darlington. They leave their home of more than 25 years,
to move across the tracks to a new, purpose-built facility on Bonomi Way.

The P2 Classlocomotive,No.2007 Prince of Wales, a new build project started
in 2013, moved on Thursday 25th May by road to the all-new Darlington
LocomotiveWorks. Thisisanexcitingprospectasitisherethatthelocomotive
will be completed, and in due course steam for the first time.

Colonel Steve Davies, MBE, Charman of The Al Steam Locomotive Trust
commented that “The move of the Trust into our new Works, a mere stone’s
throw from the old Hopetown Works, represents a seminal moment in our
historyand marksthedawnofanewagebothforourselvesandthecharitable
railway heritage sector more broadly.

Although we are sad to be leaving the former Stockton & Darlington Railway
Carriage Works, there is no doubt that the limited facilities and cramped
nature of the site was restricting our ability to deliver our future plans,
which are ambitious in scope and range. Our new home provides us with
the infrastructure we need, in partnership with Darlington Borough Council,
to a quality and scale rarely - if ever - to be found elsewhere in the railway
heritage sector. We move from a facility where we simply build locomotives
to one which can also offer locomotive servicing and stabling facilities by
virtue of our new mainline connection - a huge benefit for charter operators
with destinations in the North East.

The Works also provides our people - employed and volunteers - with
unrivalled amenities, and we hope that the sheer quality of the site will
encourage additional volunteer support. We therefore offer Darlington
Borough Council our considerable thanks and gratitude for the provision
of the new Darlington Locomotive Works and look forward to playing a
central role in the forthcoming Stockton & Darlington Railway Bicentenary
celebrations as a key component of the Darlington Rail Heritage Quarter
concept.”

The new Darlington Locomotive Works is part of the Darlington Railway
Heritage Quarter (DRHQ). Owned by Darlington Borough Counciland funded
by the Council, as well as TVCA and Central Government grants, the £4.5m
building provides the Trust with a larger workshop space for building and
maintaining locomotives. The building also offers superior energy efficiency,
meaning thatthe largerfacility is no more expensive to run than the previous
space, possibly creatingasavingovertime. Thereisalsoasignificantincrease
in office space, dedicated electrical engineering spaces recognising the new
digital age on the national rail network and, for the first time, dedicated
meeting and training facilities.

New Home for The Al

The step change in engineering space will enable not only locomotive
construction but maintenance alongside. The new shed can accommodate
up tofourlarge ‘Pacific’ or‘Mikado’ locomotives, with facilities likeinspection
pits and a high-pressure water supply for servicing steam locomotives, as
well as superior space for machine shops, spares holding and other essential
materials.

The Trust is planning to establish a main line railway connection in 2024,
allowing locomotives to move by rail to and from the new Works, a game
changing development. The core buildingis an impressive step forward and
over time further enhancements will be made when funds permit.

Steam Locomotive Trust

The Trust will also have use of covered space in an historic engine shed on
the site, providing further operational and storage capacity.

In the next few months, the building will be connected to the wider DRHQ by
anew bridge bringing the work of the Trust to an even larger audience, ahead
of the reopening of the site to the public in 2024 and the grand celebrations
of the 200th Anniversary of the Stockton and Darlington Railway openingin
1825.
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)

BR Standard 4-6-0 No. 75006 simmers outside
Oxley shed, Wolverhampton, in September
1965, some eighteen months before closure of
the depot. Photo taken with my Kodak Brownie
44B!

A

Class47516 on alLondon Paddington to Cardiff
service passes through Morton cutting in the
late eighties.

A 4
A Plymouth to London Paddington HST runs

alongside the Kennet & Avon canal at Crofton
in 1990.
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