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Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent
to us via email, post or via the members section
page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

Well the major news this month has
to be the cancellation of HS2, which
in our opinion was at a point of
should go ahead assomuchworkhad
already been done. | think that if the
whole project was just starting then
thoughts might have been different,
but look at this......

The Government justifies cancelling
HS2 phase 2 as the facts have
changed. The pandemicissaidto have
significantly changed travel patterns.
Yet anyone travelling on long distance
services knows trains are full. LNER
passenger numbers, for example,
have now exceeded pre-Covid levels.
It also claims HS2 phase 1 is five times
the cost of equivalent schemes in
Europe. Yet the previously mentioned
high-speed rail cost comparison study
actually stated that HS2 costs 49% the
cost of a comparable European high-
speed rail project.

HS2 phase 2’s cancellation s
irrevocable. The land purchased for it
is to be sold, the route will no longer
be safeguarded, and a downsized
terminus at Euston will permanently
constrainthenumberoftrains. Though
the command paper’s commitment
that HS2 phase one will terminate
at Euston is some small comfort, the
way this has been specified is further
evidence of the shallow thinking.

A huge sum of money is being spent
on HS2 phase one which will enable
high-speed trains to by-pass the first
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186km of the WCML from London or go
to Birmingham. This line is designed
for 18 trains per hour (tph) for which it
was considered that Euston needed 11
platforms. After cancelling HS2 phase
2, the key issue for the remaining HS2
network is its service pattern. Delivery
of the originally proposed services to
Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester,
Preston, and Glasgow / Edinburgh
requires 11 tph. The command
paper does not address this point
and just specifies that Euston will
have six platforms, which is certainly
insufficient for anything like 11 tph.
The priority is thus to build HS2 Euston
as cheaply as possible.

Words certainly fail us, but here’s
another reaction, this is what David
Carns, Managing Director of National
Infrastructure Solutions (NIS), a
Wolverhampton-based training
specialist in rail, civil engineering
and construction skills has to say....

This is a bit different and covers the
‘people aspect’ with NIS helping
to train apprentices, the long-term
unemployed and work returners so
they can work on the project and
enjoy a sustainable career in rail or
civil engineering. In David’s words,
this is a ‘damning blow for these and
thousands of other people’

“The decision to scrap HS2 from
Birmingham to Manchester feels like
a real betrayal, there’s no point sugar-
coating it or saying otherwise. We

have been heavily involved in training
peopleinentryrailandcivilengineering
skills to work on the different phases
and that has included more than 50
apprentices, returners to the world of
employmentandthose that have been
long-term unemployed. The project
has delivered thousands ofimmediate
andsustainablejobsand,importantly,
hasgiven ustheopportunitytoengage
with the disengaged. We were able
to say ‘give this a chance as we can
give you the basic skills and then train
you to specialise’ - all of this with the
best incentive a person can have, the
prospect of a well-paid and long-term
career at the end of it.

This isn’t about political point scoring;
this is going to have a real impact on
the lives of thousands of people who
feltthat HS2 would give them a chance
to prove themselves and achieve
more in life. We join with many others
in our sector and across the Midlands
and the North in insisting that the
Government lives up to its promise
of redirecting any savings from HS2
into investment in supporting critical
rail and infrastructure improvements
programmes across our region and
beyond.”

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy
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from Neville Hill with the 5V43 ECS working on September 27th.

With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without contributions from:

Ken Abram, Michael J Alderdice,
John Alsop, Ray Anslow,

Mark Armstrong,

John Balaam, Brian Battersby,
Mark Bearton, Barry Beeston,
Steven Beesley,

Tom Blanpain, Mark Bennett,
Michael Bennett,

Ben Bucki, lan Callander,

Keith Chapman, Steve Chapman,
Julian Churchill, Russell Clarke,

Nick Clemson, Keith Davies,
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Derek Elston, Eddie Emmott,
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Greig Gibson, Carl Grocott,
Richard Hargreaves, Dave Harris,
James Haywood, Brian Hewertson,
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Mathijs Kok, David Lindsell,

Barry Longson, Michael Lynam,
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Chris Morrison, Ken Mumford,
Alan Naylor, Gerald Nicholl,

Jeff Nicholls, Dave Peel,

Chris Perkins, Mark Pichowicz,
Colin Pidgeon, Neil Pugh,

Andy Pratt, Andre Pronk,

Alan Rigby, Charlie Robbins,
Bryan Roberts, Dennis Rowland,
Tim Saunders, Neil Scarlett,
Paul Senior, Alan Sinclair,

John Sloane, Laurence Sly,
Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, Allison Twycross,
Steven Thompson,

Mark Torkington, Brian Turner,
Gerard van Vliet, David Wood,
Leuan Wood, Shep Woolley,

Erik de Zeeuw and the guys at
RailUK.
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West Coast

Avanti West Coast Class 390 156 clatters over
Winwick Junction,withthe 15:30 London Euston
to Glasgow Central service, on September 5th.
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Avanti West Coast team up with charity to roll out bleed kits at stations

Avanti West Coast has partnered with The Daniel Baird Foundation to provide
additional protection for its customers and colleagues, over and above the
existing first aid provision which already includes defibrillators on each of
its trains and at its 16 stations.

The foundation was set up by Lynne Baird in 2017 with the mission of
promoting greater access to bleed kits in the West Midlands following the
tragic death of her son Daniel.

In the intervening years, Lynne’s passion and energy, for which she received
an MBE in the 2022 New Year’s Honours list, has seen over 10,000 kits
introduced in public places across the UK and as far afield as the Turks and
Caicos Islands.

The bleed kits will sit alongside the existing first aid provision at stations
and be accessible for employees to use in the event of an emergency.

David Whitehouse, Security Director at Avanti West Coast said: “The safety
of our people and customers is paramount. Accidents can happen at any
time and bleed kits, put simply, can help save a life.

“We are incredibly proud to support the Foundation and would encourage
others to join with Lynne to promote such an important cause.”

Lynne Baird added: “People shouldn’t just associate a catastrophic bleed
to a stabbing. There are many other causes such as from a car accident or a
work-related injury.

We believe that having publicly accessible bleeding control packs in public
places such as railway stations is vital. They provide the necessary first aid
to help reduce blood loss until professional medical help arrives and | can’t
thank Avanti West Coast enough for their support.”

CouncillorKeiran Casey, who representsthe Castle and PrioryWard in Dudley
said: “Lynneis aninspiration to us all and it’s been an honour to support her
work which is so vitally important.

We’re both extremely grateful to Avanti West Coast for supporting the
campaign to help improve safety across the network and for rolling these
kits out, they can genuinely save lives.”



Avanti

West Coast

An unidentified Avanti
south at Winwick with a Glasgow to London
Euston service just before sunset.

Pendolino heads

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 43

New National Rail Contract agreed for the West Coast Partnership

A new National Rail Contract (NRC) for the West Coast
Partnership (WCP) has been agreed with the Department
for Transport (DfT), has been announced.

WCP comprises Avanti West Coast and West Coast
Partnership Development - the Shadow Operator for
the HS2 programme.

The NRC will commence on October 15th and will last
until October 17th subject to ongoing DfT approval. It
begins with a core three-year term to October 18th 2026.

Commenting on the announcement, Avanti West Coast
Managing Director Andy Mellors said: “The National Rail
Contract for the West Coast Partnership announced
provides stability for customers and colleagues as we
continue to rebuild trust as well as confidence.

“Over the last six months, we have delivered significant
andsustainedimprovementsinoperationalperformance
and customer satisfaction. Cancellations that Avanti
West Coast is responsible for have stabilised at below
two percentofscheduled services. Thelastyearhasbeen
challenging but | would like to thank our customers as

well as stakeholders for their patience.

There are still challenges ahead but plenty to look
forward to on our network including customer benefits
such as the continued award-winning refurbishment of
our Pendolinos and the introduction of our new Hitachi
fleet, which will increase capacity and further improve
our sustainability credentials.”

Shamit Gaiger, Managing Director, of West Coast
Partnership Development, said: “The new National Rail
Contract will enable us to continue to focus on the

design, development and implementation of future
high-speed services on the network as we aim to set new
standards in UK rail.

We are committed toworking with our partnerstorealise
the benefits these services will provide to our economy,
communities and passengers. As the infrastructure is
built, we will ensure customers are at the heart of future
high-speed services on the West Coast.”
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In evening light, Class 70 813
heads southbound at Winwick
with 6J37 Carlisle to Chirk log
train on September 29th.
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DECARBONISATION OF RAIL SERVICES: Colas Rail UK TRIALS TAMPERS WITH HVO

To lead the way on sustainability, our Rail Services
division have been trialling the use of hydrotreated
vegetable oil (HVO) in our Tamper fleet and a Kirow
crane to evaluate the sustainable benefits as one of the
first in the UK rail industry. HVO is a sustainable diesel
alternative, created through used cooking oils and
animal fats that are treated to be used as a paraffinic
diesel that significantly reduce carbon emissions by up
to 90%.

Harnessing this fuel alternative, our Rail Services team
tooktheinitiativeandsetupatrialforfourofourTampers
to run on HVO while delivering track maintenance
services. Along with our Tamper fleet, HVO has also
been used for our Kirow crane and will continue to run
on HVO for the foreseeable future while travelling and
delivering work on site. By the end of 2023, using HVO
will save around 123 tonnes of carbon compared to our
machines running on traditional diesel.

OurRailGrindingteamhavealsoundertakenasustainable
trial of their own, collaborating with FuelActive to install
a Rail Grinder with their patented technology to reduce
fuel consumption and particulate emissions. This
technology brings reliability and maintenance benefits
with this upgrade, enhancing our operations and the
service provided to client, Network Rail.

FuelActiveisaunitthatpreventscontaminatedfuelbeing
drawn into the engine’s fuel supply system ensuring a
clearer combustion process and extending the life of
the fuel filters. It does this by drawing fuel from the top
rather than the potentially contaminated fuel settled at
the bottom of the fuel tank.

These trials have coincided with our Freight division
running a HVO trial of our Class 56 051 ‘Survival’ that is
regularly operating on the Chirk to Baglan route.

This change in method has also yielded sustainable
benefits, with the Loco reducing its carbon emissions by
54 tonnes after using 20,000 litres of HVO fuel during the
trial period.

Speaking on the sustainable methods being
implemented, Carbon Manager, Daniel Ditri said “After
researching alternative fuels, including the emerging
markets of hydrogen and ammonia, it has become clear
that HVO fuel is the most effective current solution to
reduce our Freight and Plant carbon footprint. Whilst it
isn’t the perfect net zero solution, the investment and
technological constraints of preferred greener solutions
such as electrified or hydrogen freight is still a good few
years away. We simply don’t want to stop still! Using
sustainable drop in fuels, like HVO, is the best way to
take immediate action in tackling climate change.”

Plant Director, Peter Graveling said “In both plant and
freight we have taken this decision to try alternative
fuels, the cost of which has been entirely borne by the
business. This is a demonstration of our belief that it is
the right thing to do for the environment.”

Freight Director, Simon Ball said “We are lobbying the
government via the Rail Partners to reduce the cost
differential between the HVO and conventional diesel
fuel to encourage wider use, whilst also developing
funding proposals with Network Rail to support with the
increased costs.”

Other measures our Rail Services teams have
implemented include replacing two diesel forklift trucks
with electric equivalents.
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On September 5th, Class 56 096
sits at Coton Hill with a failed 6254
05:35 Chirk Kronospan - Baglan
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CRUK, NR & GUWSR WORK TOGETHER AT WINCHCOMBE

During the summer, Colas Rail UK’s (CRUK) Signalling
team dedicated a day to volunteer alongside Network
Railand Gloucestershire &Warwickshire Steam Railway’s
(GWSR) at Winchcombe Station.

Working together, the 30 strong team created a play area
along with some table and chairs for the local children
and community to enjoy while at the station.

The team recycled wooden sleepers from previous
worksites as they aimed for a sustainable approach
while sourcing materials.

Speakingabouttheinitiative, CRUKProgrammeManager,
Dan Palmer said “it was a great initiative which we were
delighted to be a part of and support the community
we’re working in.

“I would like to pass on my thanks to the teams within
Colas Rail UK and Network Rail who attended during
a particularly busy period within the Signalling &
Telecommunications (S&T) Framework. A special
mentiontooursupplierGround Controlwhovolunteered
adayincuttingthelogsto size and to my colleague, Chris
Courtenay for organising with GWSR.

“An excellent collaboration and really pleasing to see
the finished product.”

The thoughts were shared by GWSR Track Maintenance
Manager, Paul Fuller said “It was fantastic to welcome
such an enthusiastic and passionate group of volunteers
to our site at Winchcombe.

“The end result is a play area that can be enjoyed by the
children of our local community.”

The Colas Signalling team are currently completing a
comprehensive programme ofworksintheregion as part
of Network Rail’s Signalling & Telecomms framework.
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On September13th, Class 69001 passes through
Worting with a Mountfield to Southampton
Western Docks working.

GB RAILFREIGHT OPENS £5.7/5M MAINTENANCE HUB IN PETERBOROUGH

state-of-the-art

GB Railfreight has
Maintenance Hub, located alongside the East Coast
main line, the £5.75m facility, represents one of the
most substantial investments in the rail freight sector
this year.

opened its

Secretary of State for Transport, Mark Harper MP,
attended the opening ceremony alongside John Smith,
GBRf’s Chief Executive Officer. The Hub, which is larger
than six-Olympic swimming pools was completed in
just 10 months and brings back into use a derelict plot
of land. The facility will be key to unlocking GBRf’s
ambitious growth plans asitaimstorun c.80 intermodal

services a day by 2025. The building has strong
sustainability credentials - it is fully powered by
electricity and has been designed to support electric
shunt engines and forklifts to reduce carbon emissions.

By analysing four wagons per shift, the Hub will be
a strategic enabler that creates a step-change in
maintenance for the rail freight industry. It will deliver
significant safety and reliability improvements that will
allow current and future customers to move an even
wider range of goods by rail. As new smart-technologies
emerge, the Hub will be a testbed that will allow GBRf
to identify innovative solutions that will drive continual

Improvement.

John Smith, CEO of GB Railfreight, said: “This
announcement demonstrates our commitment to
continuedinvestmentandinnovationintherailnetwork.
The role of the private sector cannot be understated
as a tool to help Britain drive jobs and growth in its
regional economies and achieve its net zero targets. We
are excited for the role we get to play in this important
journey as we meet the demands of customers looking
to decarbonise their supply chains.”

Rt Hon Mark Harper MP, Secretary of State for
Transport, said: “This impressive new maintenance
hub demonstrates the important role private sector
investment playsin modernising therail freightindustry
and helping grow the economy. Rail is one of the most
environmentally friendly ways of moving goods across
the country - this new facility will help deliver clean,
safe and secure freight journeys while creating jobs in
Peterborough and boosting the city’s economy.”
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LNER Azuma Class 801 214 was a visitor to Carlisle on
September5th and is seen waiting to head north with
the 13:33 ECS departure to Edinburgh.

GREAT NEWS FOR YORKSHIRE: MORE LNER SERVICES AND LONGER TRAINS

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) is meeting an
increase in demand from leisure travellers by adding
more services and thousands more seats on trains
between Yorkshire and London every Sunday.

Sundays are now one of the most popular days for
journeys with 30 per cent more customers travelling
across the 956-mile LNER network than in 2019.

To support the increase in demand, LNER will be
introducing three additional Sunday services into its
timetable - two between Leeds and London King’s Cross
and one between Doncaster and London.

In addition, LNER is also providing thousands more
seats for customers - as eight existing Sunday services

will be served by longer trains. The current five carriage
services will be replaced with either nine or ten carriage
AzumatrainsfordestinationsincludinglLeeds,Harrogate
and Lincoln.

Thenewservicesand longertrainswill startin December
2023.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said: “This is
fantastic news for our customers. The data shows more
customers are travelling with LNER at weekends, with
Sundays proving especially popular.

“Our plans will provide more than 3000 extra seats from
December, while also improving the connectivity for
many of our destinations between London and West

Yorkshire on Sundays.”

Customers travelling from Wakefield, Doncaster and
Peterborough will benefit from the additions to the
timetable from December 2023, with further plans to
introduce even more seats next year.

Rail Minister, Huw Merriman, said: “This is a real win for
passengers and will encourage even more people onto
our railways by offering more frequent and comfortable
journeys. We know travel patterns have changed since
the pandemic and we’ve seen leisure travel boom over
the weekends. That’s why the Government did what we
could to help facilitate these extra services and I’'m

delighted to see LNER taking this responsive approach.”

Direct LNER services will continue to serve Harrogate
on Sundays with the changes seeing ten carriage
Azuma trains operating on two of the six daily services
between London King’s Cross and Harrogate (09:05
London King’s Cross to Harrogate; 17:05 London King’s
Cross to Harrogate). These two northbound services
will no longer be able to call at Horsforth due to the
platform length, however customers can connect using
regular Northern Train services, or travel on one of four
direct LNER services which will still call at Horsforth on
northbound journeys.
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At the Eastleigh miniature railway, diesel loco No.
D801 based on the original BR Warship, waits its next
duty on September 18th.

Greater Anglia maintains excellent
performance record

Figures released by Greater Anglia (GA) show that it is
continuing to deliver very high levels of punctuality,
on an ongoing basis, for customers across East Anglia.
Performanceforthelast4-week period (ending September
16th) saw punctuality across the Greater Anglia network
averaging 93.8% - using the long-standing public
performance measure (PPM), which measures arrival
times at destination stations for each service. As a result,
the GA moving annual average PPM figure is now at 94.1%
- continuing the historically high results being delivered
by the train operator over the last three and a half years.

Great Eastern services across Essex, serving destinations
such as Southend, Chelmsford, Braintree, Colchester,
Clacton, Harwich, and up to Ipswich in Suffolk, have an
annual average of 95.0%, rural services across Norfolk,
Suffolkand Cambridgeshire, plusthe Marks Tey to Sudbury
line, are averaging 94.9%, intercity services between
Norwich, Ipswich, Colchester, Chelmsford and London are

averaging 94.3%.

West Anglia services to destinations including Hertford
East, Harlow, Bishops Stortford, Cambridge and Ely
are averaging 93.1% and Stansted Express services are
averaging 90.9%.

Exceptional annual results of 97.8% or over have been
achieved on four routes:

Norwich to Great Yarmouth - 99.0%

Marks Tey to Sudbury - 98.1%

Norwich to Lowestoft - 98.0%

Norwich to Sheringham - 97.8%

The impressive results are also evident using the more
challenging “Time to 3” performance measure - which
measures the arrival within 3 minutes of every single train
at every single station it serves. On this measure GA’s
annual performance is 93.1%.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

TfL proposes to withdraw Day Travelcards

A consultation has launched on the TfL website into a
proposaltowithdraw One Day Travelcards; thiswould
affect both inboundary and outboundary versions.

| love the contradiction in the “possible main impacts
of the proposal” document:

We believe that some customers may benefit from not
paying upfront for travel, as they do when buying a
Day Travelcard. When using PAYG, customers can pay
less, as they only pay for the journeys they actually
make. Daily caps on PAYG are less than the price of an
equivalent Day Travelcard. The revenue generated by
the proposal is an important contribution to helping
TfL achieve and maintain financial sustainability, and
key to the continued long-term delivery of an effective
and efficient transport network. Meeting the condition
of government funding settlements is also important
to help ensure continued funding support from
government.

Apparently this will benefit customers by allowing
themto payless, while generating additional revenue.
Impressive!

Around 55,000 customers use Day Travelcards daily
and 15m Day Travelcards have been sold to date this
financial year, of these tickets:

« Around 7.8m Day Travelcards were issued by Rail
Operators outside zones 1-6, while around a 1.7m
Day Travelcards were issued by Rail Operators inside
zones 1-6.

« Over 2.4m Day Travelcards were issued by TfL

« Over 2.2m Group Day Travelcards were issued by
Rail Operators outside zones 1-6

« Around 166,000 were adult or child Day Travelcards
bought using a Railcard discount

« Around 70% of these were purchased outside the
London area at National Rail stations.

TfL say that: There may be some instances in which
travel might become more expensive if Day Travelcards
are withdrawn. Customers who do not have access to
a smart device, contactless payment card or Oyster
would need to use paper single/return tickets, which

could cost more. Additionally, customers travelling into
London from a National Rail station outside of London
usingaNationalRailDayticket,butwithaDayTravelcard
“add-on” may be affected. Under the proposals, these
customers would need to buy a National Rail point-to-

point or London terminus ticket, and switch to PAYG on
arrival in London. This could make their travel more
expensive, as the cost associated with a Travelcard
add-on is smaller than the cost of an actual Travelcard.

While also telling us that:

around 70 per cent of these tickets [are] bought outside
the London area at National Rail stations.

| take this to mean that 70% of current day travelcard
users will see their fares increase.

Rules or common sense

Q: My journey was: Chesterfield to Sheffield Dep 1248
Arr 1300 EMR: Sheffield to Stockport Dep 1311 Arr
1353 TPE. The ticket was marked “Advance Single” &
Route “Ap EMR & Connect”. Seat reservations shown
for both trains. But the 1248 at Chesterfield was late
and | would have missed the TPE train at Sheffield.
There was an earlier train at 1236 which was on time.
So | asked politely at the station whether | could
get on the 1236 which was on time and run by the
same company (EMR). | know an Advance ties me to
a booked train but if EMR had allowed me on a train
12 minutes earlier, run by the same company, then |
would have made my connection. But no, the station
staff refused, lectured me about Advance tickets, told
me that | would have to take my booked train and
arrive an hour late. Thereby committing EMR to delay
repay,somethingtheydidn’tseemto careabout. Both
the 1236 and 1248 were from St Pancras to Sheffield
and are pretty much empty after Chesterfield and
the journey is just over 10 minutes. | know there are
rules but | also know railway staff have authority to
override rules to assist customers. Sadly Chesterfield
platform staff didn’t see it that way. Thankfully the
train manager on the 1236 just told me to get on
board. Strict rules from one railway employee and
simple common sense from another.

A: It’s an indictment of the rail industry’s attitude to
customer service thatthis should be considered difficult
to do, or somehow exceptional.

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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A lovely sight and sound as LNER A4 No. 60007
brightens up a dull morning at Winwick with an LSL
Crewe - Carlisle special on September 20th.

Greater Anglia December 2023 timetable improvements include an all-day,

Greater Angliais to return to an all day, 4 trains per hour
Stansted Express service, 7 days a week from December
2023, as it continues to increase train services and
improve timetables in line with recovering customer
demand after the pandemic. After reintroducing a
weekday, peak time, 4 trains per hour frequency for
Stansted Express services in May this year, airport
passenger numbers have continued to increase, so the
“every 15 minutes” frequency will be restored during off
peak periods and at weekends from Sunday December
10th. As a result, the Stansted Express service will then
be as follows:

1 S-minute frequency for Stansted Express services

Monday to Saturdays

London Liverpool Street depart: 03.40, 04.10, 04.40,
05.10, then every 15 minutes to 22.55, then 23.25
Stansted Airport depart: 05.30, 06.00, then every 15
minutes to 23.59, then 00.30

Sundays

London Liverpool Street depart: 04.10, 04.40, 05.10,
05.40, 06.10, then every 15 minutes to 22.55, then 23.25
Stansted Airport depart: 05.30, 06.00, 06.30, 07.00, then
every 15 minutes to 23.59, then 00.30

Off peak journey times will also be slightly quicker, with

most services scheduled for 47 minutes, as Greater
Anglia is able to take full advantage of now operating
new trains, with improved performance capabilities, on
all its services.

Other improvements from the December will include:
An additional 07.25 weekday morning peak service
from Ipswich to London Liverpool Street, calling at
Manningtree, Colchester and Chelmsford, Stratford and
London Liverpool Street

An additional 19.05 weekday evening peak service
from London Liverpool Street to Braintree, calling at
Stratford, Shenfield, Chelmsford, Witham and then all

stations to Braintree

Additional carriages (up from 5 to 10) on the 18.05 from
London Liverpool Street to Braintree, which calls at
Stratford, Shenfield, Ingatestone, Chelmsford, Hatfield
Peverel, Witham and then all stations to Braintree

Theserviceimprovements are designed to both support
the ongoing recovery in passenger numbers and reflect
the emerging travel patterns across the Greater Anglia
(GA) network, aswell astake advantage of the new trains
now operating on all GA services.
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On September 10th, the 1748 08:15 London Paddington
to Chichester Steam Dreams 10 coach special was worked
by LNER B1 No. 61306 ‘Mayflower’ assisted by Class 47
No. D1935 ‘Roger Hosking MA 1925-2013’ on the rear, seen
passing St. Cross footbridge, Winchester.

Govia Thameslink Railway and
British Transport Police renew
commitment to safety on the railway

Both organisations have sighed a collaboration
agreement

GTR hires Head of Policing and Security to deliver on
commitments

Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR) has strengthened its
partnership with the British Transport Police (BTP) for
another year by signing a collaboration agreement,
committing both organisations to work together
towards shared objectives.

The declaration was signed by Patrick Verwer, CEO of
GTR, and Christopher Casey, Chief Superintendent for
the BTP.

In the past year, the two organisations have worked
together closely to crack down on crime across the GTR
network. Joined-up working hasincluded more patrols,
increased presence at problem areas and dedicated
teams tackling reports of antisocial behaviour and
County Lines - both of which are rising year-on-year
according to GTR data.

Therenewedagreementwillhelptocontinuemeaningful
and consistent work being delivered by GTR and BTP in
partnership. Both parties will work together to:

Deter unwanted sexual behaviour on GTR trains and
stations

|dentify and protect potentially vulnerable people and
groups using the GTR network

Prevent and prosecute any staff assault

Improve staff and passenger confidence through
increased engagement

Samantha Facey, Safety, Health and Security Director
at GTR, was present to witness the signing of the
collaboration agreement.

She said: “Everyone travelling with GTR deserves to
get home safely. We’ve worked closely with the BTP
for many years, and along with our dedicated frontline
teams and Rail Enforcement Officers, it is our joint

mission to look out for the safety of our passengers
and our staff. We were the first rail operator to sign
the collaboration agreement in 2022 and since then
have seen improvements in joint operations, shared
information and better support.”

Christopher Casey, Chief Superintendent for the BTP,
added: “This agreement further solidifies our close
partnership asourgoalsremain closely intertwined. Our
overarching vision at BTP is to be a world leading Police
Force trusted to provide a safe and reliable railway.
This agreement’s signing distinctly outlines various
mutual objectives that will enable us to collectively
sustain efforts in deterring criminal activities within the
rail network, while also fostering trust and confidence
among passengers and rail industry partners.”

Demonstrating its ongoing commitment to all aspects
of safety on the railway, GTR has also announced Mike
Boyce as Head of Security & Policing. This new role
will lead on all matters of security, crime, disorder
and antisocial behaviour and help to strengthen
relationships with the BTP and other key stakeholders.
Mike is bringing 20 years of experience with him from
the BTP. In his long-serving career, he’s dealt with
crimes involving theft, violence and fatalities and was
promoted to the rank of Inspector. He has continued to
work closely with the organisation as well as Eurostar
and Network Rail to achieve a reduction in external and
on-boarddelayswhilstdrivingcontinuousimprovement
in stakeholder relationships.

He said: “I’'m pleased to be taking on the new role of
Head of Security and Policing at GTR. It’s a critical role
that plays perfectly into my strengths and I’m looking
forward to working with the wider team and other
partners to ensure that everybody who travels through
our stations or on our trains can do so safely. There is
always work to be done, but part of my role is ensuring
that we have plans in place to continuously improve
the security of our network.”
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On September 10th, Class 66 553 and 66 566
top’n’tailthe 7Y85 London Waterloo to Eastleigh
East Yard past St. Cross footbridge, Winchester.

Network Rail thanks passengers after work in
| /0-year-old Dinmore Tunnel is completed

Network Rail is thanking passengers for their
patienceandunderstanding afterthe completion of
work to renew the track inside the historic Dinmore
Tunnel on the Marches line.

A planned reduced service had been operating
on the line between Newport and Shrewsbury
since the evening of Saturday September 23rd,
following 11 days of round-the-clock work during
a temporary closure of the line between Hereford
and Shrewsbury.

The line fully reopened on September 29th after
engineers finished their work to replace the track,
drainage and ballast in the London-bound side of
the tunnel, which was built in 1853.

A team of 450 staff worked a total of 16,600 hours
to replace 1,016 metres of track, 1,217 metres of
drainage and 4,333 tonnes of ballast - the stones
that support the track.

The new track will boost reliability of journeys
on the Marches line - an important rail link that
connects South Wales to the Midlands and beyond.

Network Rail project director Brian Paynter said:
“We would like to thank our passengers for their
patience and understanding while this essential
work took place.

“Unfortunately, the line between Hereford and
Shrewsbury was closed for longer than planned
when work near the tunnel overran on September
22nd and 23rd and we would like to apologise for
the additional disruption this caused.

“We’d also like to thank our lineside neighbours
for their patience while we worked close to their
homes around the clock to safely complete the
track renewal, which will secure the future of this
vital transport link.

“The next time we return to renew this stretch of
track, we expect it to be around the tunnel’s 200th
anniversary in 2053.”

Follow-up work in the tunnel will take place on
Saturday nights between September 30th and
November 19th, which includes using engineering
trains to consolidate the new track stone.


http://www.southerncountiesrailwaysociety.co.uk

Ticket barriers added to help ease crowding at London Victoria station

Quicker journeys through station as Network Rail’s
£30m congestion scheme set to complete by March
2024.

To enhance the passenger experience, improve safety
and speed up people’s journeys at London Victoria
station, the number of ticket gates is being increased
from 88to 125, with eight new accessible wide gates also
being installed.

Customers using the station during the busiest periods
can sometimes experience crowding or queuing at
ticket gates. The new gates will make it much easier for
passengers to travel through a station that recorded
almost 37 million entries and exits between April 2021
and March 2022 - the second highest in the country.

The retail units next to platforms 2-7, and platforms
8-13, have been demolished to make way for the new
gates. It required the removal of 250 tonnes of spoil and
150 tonnes of steel. Retail units along the narrow route
to platforms 15-19 have also been demolished to create
a spacious thoroughfare between platform 14 and the
escalators leading to the Victoria Place shopping centre.

Attention now turns to installing the new gates, the
customerinformationsystemswhich willsitabove them,
completing electrical works and installing 690 square
metres of new flooring either side of the new gateline.

Lucy McAuliffe, Network Rail’s Sussex route director,
said: “It’s been an immense challenge undertaking this
project while the station is still fully operational, as we
couldn’t interfere with passenger announcements or
electrical and power supplies.

All the key enabling works are now complete and we
will now turn our focus to the numerous construction
elements of this project.

We’ve worked hard to minimise the disruption to
passengers and we’re really grateful to them for their
patience while this work is ongoing and we look forward
to giving them easier, faster and safer journeys from
March next year.”

Jason Clarke, Area Manager for Southeastern, said:
“Victoria is extremely busy, and it is great news that this
extra space is being added to help passengers move
throughthestation. We are always looking athow we can
make our customer journeys better, in a more reliable
and a more sustainable railway, and easing congestion
at the second busiest

station in the country is very welcome indeed.”

Jenny Saunders, Customer Service Director for Govia
Thameslink, which runs Southern and Gatwick Express,
commented: “We’re delighted with Network Rail’s
improvements to the layout of the station, and with their
overall progress on this major scheme.

The extra gates, particularly the new accessible wide
gates which are especially welcome, will take advantage
of the space opened up for our passengers, enabling
them to get to and from their trains more quickly and
comfortably.”
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On September 4th, a SB Rail tamper passes
Stockport working 6Q61 18:12 Guide Bridge to
Northampton.

RailAdventure powercarsNos.43468 and 43480 pass Battlefield
on September 14th working 0246 14:07 Warrington Bank Quay

to Kidderminster SVR.

Full steam ahead - 200 years of train travel to be marked with celebrations

The two year countdown is on to mark the bicentenary
of the birth of the modern railway with celebrations
throughout 2025. The Stockton & Darlington Railway
opened on September 27th, 1825, connecting places,
people, communities and ideas and ultimately
transforming the world. To mark the 200th anniversary
of that momentous first journey, three councils,
Darlington, Durham, Stockton-on-Tees, alongside Tees
Valley Combined Authority, have joined forces with a
range of local, national, and international partners, to
deliver a series of internationally significant projects
throughout the bicentenary year.

S&DR200 - a fantastic nine-month festival - is at the
heart of the celebrations. Based in the North-East, it will
include internationally significant projects which will
shine a light on the history and the future of transport.
It’s allaboard fora programme of eventsincluding steam
train journeys, exhibitions, visual arts and large-scale
spectacles. There’ll be something for everyone - from
railway enthusiasts and hobbyists to students, families
and visitors of all ages. At the centre of the bicentenary
festivitiesisacelebrationoftheveryfirstground-breaking
journey. A permanent walk and cycle pathway, which
will closely follow much of the 26-mile inaugural route,
is being developed across County Durham, Darlington
and Stockton-on-Tees. Historic England chose the 26-
mile route to be one of their first a Heritage Action Zone
and in 2025 a replica of Locomotion No.1 will also be

usedtoprovideexperiencesaroundtheinauguraljourney
starting from Shildon and Darlington to Stockton.

Therewillbedozensofactivities,eventsand celebrations
in communities along the 26-mile line. There’ll be
opportunities to learn and discover at interactive
exhibitions and schools will be able to take advantage
of a series of S&DR200 focused projects to spark
pupils’ interest in science, technology, engineering,
mathematics and the arts. To keep on track with how to
get involved, check out the festival’s new social media
channels and the S&DR200 website www.sdr200.co.uk.

Helping fuel the festival will be volunteer and grants
programmes, funded in part by the National Heritage
Lottery Fund. Find details on the S&DR200 website or
email s&drcommunitygrantsscheme@darlington.gov.
uk.

Niccy Hallifax, S&DR200 Bicentenary Festival Director,
said: “The importance of this moment cannot be
underestimated, the railways have become day to day
life for many people around the world. Most of us have a
treasured memory or a story that involves a rail journey
and it is this, and the drive to invent and explore, that
this festival celebrates.

“We want to inspire and give people the opportunity to
discover new opportunities and enjoy collaborations by
international artists - all linked to this fascinating

industry to mark this special place where it all started.”

Judith McNicol, Director, National Railway Museum
said: “The bicentenary of the Stockton and Darlington
Railway is a key railway anniversary of real international
importance. It is doubly significant for the National
Railway Museum, as the date also marks our 50th
birthday. Through a calendar of events, programming
and displays, we will help visitors to Locomotion in
Shildon and the National Railway Museum in York to
share in the exciting centenary celebrations.”

The S&DR200 festivities are part of the rail industry’s
plans to mark bicentenary, with a year-long programme
of initiatives, partnerships and activities called Railway
200, that together with the festival is set to attract
national attention.

Developed as a partnership across the rail industry with
afocusoninspiring the next generation, Railway 200 will
mark both the S&DR bicentenary, and the far-reaching
impacts of all railways and train travel nationally. It will
celebrate the railway’s remarkable past, recognise its
importance today, and look forward to its extraordinary
future. Railway 200 is committed to supporting local and
regional activity by providing toolkits, a national brand,
website, and a far-reaching social media presence.

Peter, Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill, Chair of Railway 200

and Network Rail said: “The world changed forever in
1825, and the 200th anniversary of this first passenger
train journey is an historic opportunity to reset the
public’s relationship with rail. It is our chance to present
the railway as a forward thinking, digital, industry and
as an attractive career option for young people and for
people from many different backgrounds.”

Paul Rutter, Route Director for Network Rail’s East
Coast route, said: “It’s a privilege to work with industry
partners, local authorities, and other organisations to
deliver such a special programme of celebrations for the
200th birthday of the modern railway.

All who made the Stockton & Darlington Railway
happen were trailblazers and it is so special that we can
commemorate their achievements in this way while
forging our own path for the future of the rail industry.”

The full S&DR200 festival programme will be revealed in
September 2024.



Ryde St. Johns Road canopy supports.

Network Rail adds pre-loved fashion to its portfolio

Network Rail is expanding the fashion line-up across its 19
managed stations by introducing a pre-loved offer from
Good London at two of its major destinations.

As consumer appetite for sustainable fashion grows, major
brands are now reselling pre-loved items alongside new
season collections and the partnership between Love Island
and eBay has helped to accelerate the popularity of buying
pre-loved.

Network Rail has signed Good London for pop-up spaces at
London Victoria and London Bridge stations. Totalling 1,440
sq ft of retail space, it’s the first time the independent brand
has broken into the travel retail market.

Alongside the Good London launch, housing and
homelessnesscharity, ShelterScotland hasalsoopeneda470
sqftpop-upstoreat Glasgow Central. Thisfollows the success
of a previous trial at the station earlier this year. Consumers
will also have another opportunity in October to shop pre-
loved with Shelter pop-ups at London Bridge station, London
Waterloo station and London Victoria station.

GoodLondonwasestablishedinFebruary2020byco-founders
David Brinson and Victoria Houston with the ambition to
encourage consumers to consider purchasing pre-loved
clothing first. Coming from retail backgrounds, they spotted
a gap in the market for a well curated pre-loved fashion offer
that provides customers with a great in-store experience
alongside the opportunity to purchase high quality clothing
and accessories for the same price as a high street piece.

According to GlobalData the clothes
resale market in the UK grew by
149% between2016and2022.Thisis
forecast to rise again by 67.5% from
2022 to 2026 highlighted continued
consumer appeal.

Hamish  Kiernan, @ Commercial
Director, Property at Network Rail,
comments:

“Pre-loved is increasingly seen by
consumers as a smart choice. Our
pop-ups with Good London and
Shelteroffercustomersgreatquality
and value. The offer importantly
diverts clothing from landfill and
provides visibility of a pre-loved
offer to millions of passengers. We

sought out Good London as a brand that could really add a
point of difference to our retail mix and customer reaction
demonstrates this.”

David Brinson, Co-founder and Managing Director at Good
London, added: “Launching at London Bridge and London
Victoriamarksanincredible milestoneforusatGood London.
Giving millions of commuters the option of pre-loved fashion
is great and the more popular pre-loved purchases become
and the closer we get to the goal of fashion circularity.”

“Network Rail has been exceptional to work with from the
initial approach to helping us get everything ready for our
launch. We’re delighted to bring our pre-loved clothing
offering to customers using major train stations in the
capital.”

Shelter Scotland Director, Alison Watson, concluded:
“Shelter Scotland exists to defend the right to a safe home
foreveryone. With homelessness at record levelsin Scotland,
our mission has never been more important. When you visit
our pop-up in Glasgow Central not only will you have the
chance to pick up some lovely pre-loved fashion, you’ll also
be joining us in our fight against the housing emergency.”

Network Rail own and manage 500,000 sq ft of prime retail
space within major city centre stations across Great Britain.
Over 650 million customers per annum visit its destination
stations, which are home to over 145 brands, generating
£60million in monthly sales.
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On September 27th, Network Rail and Freightliner
hosted industry leaders to celebrate the official opening
of its second Operational Training Academy, located in
Doncaster Frenchgate Centre. The Operational Training
Academy will prepare Freightliner’s freight train drivers
for the introduction of in-cab digital signalling on the
East Coast Main Line - South.

The academy, funded by Network Rail as part of the
East Coast Digital Programme (ECDP), marks another
milestone for both ECDP and Freightliner as the second
location dedicated to upskilling of drivers on European
Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS) operations.

academy in Doncaster

The site’s location further promotes Freightliner’s
investment in its northern operations.

Ed Akers, Principal Programme Sponsor, ECDP, at
Network Rail, said: “The success of ECDP depends on
equipping people with the digital skills needed for ‘next
generation’ railway operations. Facilities like these
provide an excellent environment for giving drivers
the competence and confidence required. Freightliner
continues to be an integral partner in this change
programme as we progress towards a railway that is
more flexible, reliable, greener and even safer.”

Arriva Group awarded new national rail

Commenting on the significance of the academy’s
location, Tim Shoveller, CEO at Freightliner Group/
Genesee & Wyoming UK/Europe, said: “The Doncaster
Training Academy’s close proximity to Wabtec, where
our first-in-class locomotives will be fitted with
European Train Control System technology, epitomises
our commitment to cutting-edge advancements in rail
operations.”

On May 2nd 2023, Freightliner opened its Ipswich
Training Academy to serve its south based employees.
The opening of this new Training Academy in Doncaster
willensure northern based employeesreceive consistent

Network Rail and Freightliner open a brand-new operational training

levels of training. Beyond its role in training, Freightliner
envisions these academies as spaces for fostering
connectivity and collaboration among ECDP colleagues.

During the opening event, attendees were encouraged
to learn more about the ERTMS programme from
team members on and through various learning tools,
including the ultra-light simulators, which guests were
encouraged to try out.

|caughtupwith DarkVaderworkingaClass802hauled Liverpool
Line St. - Newcastle train on Sept 21st at Manchester Victoria.

contract for CrossCountry

ArrivaGroup’sCrossCountrytrainoperating
company hasbeenawarded anew contract
by the Department for Transport (DfT)
to continue operating services across
the length and breadth of Great Britain,
building on its 16-year reputation as a
leading national operator.

The new contract starts Sunday October
15th, with a guaranteed core term of four
years.Thenewsre-confirmsArriva’sposition
asaleadingplayerinthe UKrailmarketand
will see CrossCountry introducing a range
of customerimprovements including a full
fleet refurbishment of both the Voyager
and Turbostar fleet - the first major
refurbishment in 20 years. This will include
fitting CCTV,AutomaticPassengerCounting
equipment on board, new carpets and LED
lighting, all desighed to provide a more
comfortable experience for customers.

Under the new contract, CrossCountry
is also planning enhancements to its
timetable, including a new daily direct
service between Cardiff and Edinburgh.

The company will also explore the
reintroduction of services between
Cambridge and  Stansted Airport,
strengthening connections across Great
Britain.

David Brown, Arriva Group’s Managing
Director of its UK Trains division
commented: “This is great news for Arriva
Group, our colleagues at CrossCountry and
for customers of the railways. I’m proud of
our long-standing reputation in the UK rail
industryandourtrackrecordofsuccessfully
managing and delivering train services
across the country. The Government’s
confidence in Arriva will ensure we can
deliver connectivity and more comfortable
services, helping to ensure Britain’s rail
system can grow and thrive long into the
future”.

CrossCountryoffersservicesfromCornwall,
the South Coast, the Midlands and South
Wales to the north of England and central
and north-east Scotland. It connects
seven out of 10 of the major citiesin the UK
and serves several university towns and
regional airports.

The announcement will ensure continuity
for the 85,000 daily customers who have
come to rely on the connections provided
by CrossCountry.

The news also builds on Arriva’s strong
reputation in UK rail and closely follows a
two-year contract extension for Arriva Rail
London to operate the London Overground
concession on behalf of Transport for
London.

Arriva Group has extensive operating
experience across long-distance,
commuter, urban, inter-urban and
regional train services, through its UK
Trains division which includes Chiltern
Railways, CrossCountry, Grand Central
and Arriva Rail London. It is the only
owning group to have experience with all
contract types currently in use on Britain’s
railway, including national rail contracts,
a concessionary contract, an Open Access
company under the Grand Central brand,
and a rail maintenance business, Arriva
Traincare.
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Class50007 and 50049 areseenontheturntable
at Kidderminster on September 15th. The pair
were being prepared for a railtour the following
day.

Railways go back to the future with landmark

partnership

Afirst-of-its-kind partnership between the SevernValley
Railway and Network Rail has been set up, signalling
the start of an innovative relationship between the past
and present railway.

The agreement between the national railway provider
and a heritage railway operator will allow both
organisationstobenefitfromeachotherusingexpertise,
technology and facilities to help maintain and improve
both networks.

Network Rail’s Central route will offer the Severn Valley
Railway professional skills, advice and redundant
railway materials to help keep the volunteer railway
safe and operational.

In return, the Severn Valley Railway will provide much-
needed support, training and facilities to help Network
Rail staff operate and maintain more traditional railway
technology - such as semaphore signalling and lever
frame signal boxes - which are still in use to keep
passenger and freight trains moving across parts of
Worcestershire and the West Midlands.

The Severn Valley Railway, which runs between
Kidderminster and Bridgnorth, is a major tourist
attraction and one of the finest examples of a heritage
railway in the country.

It was hit hard by the impact of the pandemic and while
there is no financial help from Network Rail, the wider
support will be a significant boost to helping keep the
line open for tourists, volunteers and enthusiasts.

Denise Wetton, Network Rail’s Central route director,
said: “This exciting partnership will make a real
difference to the railway of the past and present. The
railway has always played a vital role in communities
and economies and the support we will give the Severn
Valley Railway will help it remain a key attraction for
the region.

“Access to their tracks and signalling to help train our
staff on more traditional railway infrastructure, which
is still in use on parts of our modern-day network, will
help keep passengers and freight moving. Being able
to do this when the SVR is closed to the public and
trains aren’t running allows this learning to happen in
a much safer environment and is something which is
very difficult to do on the main network.

“It's a perfect partnership and | am thrilled we have
been able to make it happen.”

Gus Dunster, SevernValley Railway’s managingdirector,
said: “The SVRisvery excited to be enteringinto aformal
partnership with Network Rail, the first of its kind any
heritage railway.

“Operating and maintaining Victorian infrastructure is
enormously costly, and it requires specialist skills and
knowledge as well as equipment. Working closely with
Network Rail will enable us to continue to safeguard the
SVR’s infrastructure and help us to ensure our heritage
lineis in good shape and resilient for the future.

“The SVR is keen to strengthen its partnerships with
a range of main line companies, and this will form a
cornerstone of that ambition. | am very grateful to
Denise Wetton and her team for their energy and desire
to make this partnership happen.”

Network Rail will also be looking at how and when it
could use its state-of-the-art ultrasonic testing train,
which monitors track and infrastructure conditions as it
travels around the national rail network, on the Severn
Valley Railway. Access to this type of technology would
be a step-change for a heritage railway in monitoring
its assets and identifying potential faults to be fixed,
helping to keep it safe and in full working order.

The Severn Valley Railway was built between 1858 and
1862, and linked Hartlebury, near Droitwich Spa, with
Shrewsbury. The Bewdley to Kidderminster section,
or loop line, was constructed by the GWR, which ran
many of the railways in the area, and opened in June
1878. The line was never financially successful and was
finally closed as part of the Beeching cuts in 1963. In
1965, plans started to preserve the railway, and since
then the Severn Valley Railway has grown to become
one of the leading heritage lines in Britain.



OnAugust 17th,when Class 66 183 failed at Welwyn Garden City on 6E64 Ripple Lane - Immingham NCB, conveying
24 MBAs loaded with scrap, the ECML Thunderbird was despatched from Newark to assist. Rather surprisingly,
Class 47 848 dragged the whole ensemble via the GN & GE Joint as far as Doncaster Belmont, where both locos
were replaced by 66 114, the heroic Class 47 returning to Newark for a well-earned rest! Here we see the train

approaching Misterton.

Brand new rail services are set to be launched on one of
South Wales’ key lines, almost doubling the number of
travel options.

Thanks to a £70 million investment through the Welsh
Government and Blaenau Gwent County Borough
Council, Transport for Wales and Network Rail will
be delivering direct services between Ebbw Vale and
Newport. From December, the line will have two trains
per hour - one to Cardiff and one to Newport. That
means the line will have more than 60 services running
on it every single day.

Transport for Wales project sponsor Kevin Lewis said the
project was an example of “true collaboration”.

He said: “These new services will be a huge boost for the
local economy giving people more options for leisure,
learningand businesstravel. fyouwanttotravel towards
Bristol, London or Manchester, you no longer have to
double back on yourself to Cardiff, though those services
are still there for those heading west. TfW, Network Rail
and our partners in Blaenau Gwent Council, as well as
Caerphilly Council have worked incredibly closely to
ensure we’ve delivered genuine value for money from
this Welsh Government investment. This really has been

Class20205and 20007, the currentyard shunters at Cemex Cement
are seen in the company of GBRf 66 709, DB 66 014 and DC Rail

60 046 all waiting for their trains to be loaded.

New Ebbw Vale services to begin in December

a truly collaborative effort.”

The project has also seen a fully accessible footbridge
built at Llanhilleth and new platforms at Llanhilleth and
Newbridge, meaning there is now step-free access to all
platforms on the line.

To allow the services to run, a new seven-mile passing
loop has been built between Crosskeys and Aberbeeg
alongside new earthworks and drainage, constructed
to accommodate the new track. Alongside this work,
The Department for Transport and Network Rail have
provided a further £17m of funding to deliver the
signalling upgrade at the south end of the line.

Network Rail, with contractors AmcoGiffen and Siemens,
have been delivering the work on infrastructure for the
past 18 months.

Nick Millington, route director at Network Rail Wales and
Borderssaid: “I’m delighted that we are now entering the
final phase of work which will transform how passengers
travel on the Ebbw Vale line. We are proud to provide
low carbon journeys and support Welsh Government
ambitions including its modal shift away from private
cars. It will also help connect communities and boost

the local economy. I’d like to again thank passengers
and our neighbours for continuing to bear with us as we
complete these vital improvements.”

A return ticket from Ebbw Vale Town to Newport will
cost you £8.30 or £29.10 for a seven-day season ticket
(correct up to March 2024).

The Ebbw Vale line reopened in 2008 after being closed
for 40 years and was instantly popular with passengers
with direct services to and from Cardiff Central. In 2014,
a brand-new station at Pye Corner opened serving
passengers at the southern end of the line and in 2015,
approximately one and a half miles of new track was
laid to extend the railway from Ebbw Vale Parkway to a
brand-new station at Ebbw Vale Town.

Councillor John Morgan, Cabinet member, place and
regeneration and economic development at Blaenau
Gwent Council commented: “I am pleased that the work
toimprovetherailserviceisnearingcompletion. Working
with our partners in Welsh Government, Network Rail
and Transport for Wales to enhance the Ebbw Valley rail
link toimprove transport links remains a high priority for
the Council.  have no doubt that a more frequent service
willimprove opportunitiesforinward investment, access

to employment both within and outside of the local
area and enhance a critical transport artery that is seen
as a main driver within the context of the wider Cardiff
Capital Region City Deal offer and the development of
the Metro.”

And Councillor Nigel George, Cabinet member for
corporate services, property and highways at Caerphilly
Council said: “The improvements at Newbridge station
and the wider works on the route between Ebbw Vale
and Newport are a fantastic step forward to improving
access for all to public transport. Not only will they
improve access for disabled travellers, they should also
encourage more people to travel by rail and improve
the customer experience for families with pushchairs
and those with luggage. I’d like to thank all stakeholders
for all the hard work and Welsh Government for their
investment that has gone into making these works a
reality and | look forward to seeing the difference they
make for people locally.”

As a result in the uplift in services, trains will be retimed
so it is important for customers to check their journey
details from December 11th.



Did you KnOW - Ken Mumford
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R - I Some more of the nations oddities this month:
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Not Much Over

Polos, starting from £14.00 Heavy weight Hoodies starting Softshell, from £27.00 each, Morf’s (neckwear), starting
each, minimal order of 3. from £27.50 each, minimal minimal order of 2. from £9.00 each, minimal
order of 3.

order of 2.

Budget
Hoodies
£18.10 eacH

For 5 plus.
(Not shown)

Gymsacs, starting from We have a broad range of Promotional print T-shirt, Hi-Vis, starting from £7.50
£5.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, from shoppers, courier £10.50 each minimal order of 2. each, minimal order of 2
bags to messenger bags.

Swindon Works was huge

Umbrellas, starting from Branded merchandise, Draw Branded T-shirts starting If you are after an item not shown,

£14.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, mouse mats, coasters. from £8.70 each, please ask, we have a vast range.

minimal order of 5. Prices shown is example pricing,
Pricing will vary on artwork / design
and quantities.

Societies Apparel

Clubs and

Standard turn-around time 5-7
days. Prices assume collection
from our Huddersfield Service
Centre. Postage if required
charged at cost.

Showing your pride of your organisation, builds awareness and strength in your brand. Get the message out there
consistently with consistent branded apparel. Some of our example pricing, always best to get a bespoke quote.

huddersfield@had-it.co.uk « 01484 500441 « had-print.co.uk
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